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Artist’s Statement

Block Topic

Overcoming adversity

Why is this issue/topic important to you? 
This issue/topic is important to me because our study of inclusivity has shown me that we grow

through challenge and that the innate goodness of humanity will ultimately prevail against

inequities. Studies of the racial history of the United States reveal how the struggle for equality

has been long and hard. Yet, so many people, ranging from abolitionists to civil rights workers to

Black Lives Matter advocates, have been brave enough to meet the challenge. Even though

racial injustices continue to permeate the fabric of our everyday lives and impact the welfare of

marginalized populations, many people work tirelessly to end these inequalities.

What elements of your design convey that importance?

The elements of my design that are important are the images of the flowers, the colors of the

design, and the action of the flowers growing through the sidewalk. I chose to feature

dandelions in this design because they are so common and can spring up in the most

unexpected places. These features of the dandelions show that all people have the ability to

stand for justice and affect a change of heart. The colors that I chose for the design are all earth

colors because I wanted them to reflect how all the world's inhabitants are part of nature. As

brothers and sisters in this world, they are connected by a shared human condition.

I selected the various hues of yellow because I wanted to give viewers the impression of

brightness and optimism. The color green is the color of nature and living things; in my design it

supports the flowers, which symbolize the ideal of hope. Three of the flowers have already risen

triumphantly from the sidewalk, while several others are breaking through concrete sidewalk. I

created this design to show that the forces of justice rise up against oppression and will one day

prevail in an inclusive society that respects the rights of each individual and embraces diversity.

The flowers and the piece of the background diamond shape point upward to show that

humanity seeks to rise above the prejudices that divide them.

Balance was also a key facet of my design because I want to show that creation should be a

place of harmony. When society marginalizes certain groups of people, both internal and

external harmonies are disrupted; however, in a world where the innate worth of each person is

celebrated, balance can be achieved. Like the yellow flowers in this design, those who embrace

freedom rise up confident in their belief that all people deserve to live in a world that protects

their safety, promotes inclusivity and celebrates acceptance.


