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By Jennifer Duda
College of DuPage

College of DuPage student
Roseanne Garrido knows she’s
fortunate to have spent time
studying in South Korea while
in high school, but she never
imagined she’d get a second
opportunity to visit the country
thanks to a Critical Language
Scholarship through the U.S.
Departmentof State.
For the Naperville resident,

the second experience was
as memorable as the first and
allowed her not only to return
to a country she’d grown to
love, but also to see a differ-
ent region and experience cul-
tural variations.

“As a junior in high school,
I was interested in China and
started taking Chinese, but
I absolutely fell in love with
the Korean language when I
was able to study there,” she
said. “There’s just something
about the dialect and the flow
of the language that I find so
wonderful.”
The Critical Language

Scholarship Program is part
of a U.S. government effort to
expand the number of Amer-
icans studying and mastering
critical foreign languages.Gar-
rido is one of approximately
560 U.S. undergraduate and
graduate students to receive
the scholarship in 2016, allow-
ing her to spend last summer

inGwangju, SouthKorea.
Garrido chose College of

DuPage to complete her gen-
eral education requirements.
Always hoping to return to
South Korea, she was sur-
prised to find out about the
grant application.
“This was a great opportu-

nity that I had no idea I would
have,” she said. “I want to try
again while completing my
bachelor’s degree. It was such
an amazing experience and
intensive.”
Garrido spent four hours

a day in language studies
classes and lived with a host
family, immersing herself in
South Korean culture. Stu-
dents took two excursions and

had cultural activities each
week, such as tae kwondoand
calligraphy.
In high school, Garrido had

studied in Seoul and grew
accustomed to the urban set-
ting. Gwanju, however, is
much more rural, which pro-
vided an interesting juxtaposi-
tion, she said.
“It was very different and

provided me with a better
understanding of the coun-
try,” Garrido said. “I still talk
with my host family from my
high school trip and I was also
able to see them, which was
nice.”
The experience not only

COD student returns to South Korea
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After studying in South Korea while in high school, College
of DuPage student Roseanne Garrido of Naperville was able
to return on a Critical Language Scholarship through the U.S.
State Department.
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Granger Middle School seventh-grader Amara Saleem imagines she’ll look like this in 2040 when she wins the Time magazine
Person of the Year award for starting a worldwide foundation that helps premature and sick babies.

By Marie Wilson
mwilson@dailyherald.com

In 2036, the Time magazine Person of
the Yearwill be TrishaDesai.
In 2040, it will be Amara Saleem.
And all the way in 2048, it will be Nikhil

Venkatakrishnan.
These are just predictions, of course,

but they come from Granger Middle
School seventh-graders by the same
names, students in Carla Axt-Pilon’s
English language arts class at the Aurora
school exploring a humanitarian way in
which theywill help theworld.
“They’ve been thinking of different

ways they can contribute to humanity,”

Seeing the future

HowAurora seventh-graders become 2036 ‘Person of the Year’
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Granger Middle School English language arts teacher Carla Axt-Pilon assigned sev-
enth-grade students, including Nikhil Venkatakrishnan, left, Trisha Desai and Amara
Saleem, to write an essay and design a magazine cover explaining why they deserve
to be Person of the Year at least 20 years into the future. The dog under the Time
magazine logo in the cover designed by Trisha, at left, indicates the work for which
Trisha predicts she’ll be named Person of the Year in 2036: creating a new training
for service dogs and handlers that allows them to communicate through technology.

Teacher Carla Axt-Pilon explains the project at dailyherald.com

See TIME on PAGE 2

Does “college-ready” neces-
sarily lead to “career-ready?”
Being better prepared aca-

demically certainly improves
a student’s
chances
for suc-
cess in post-
secondary
education.
Yet “col-
lege-ready”
doesn’t nec-
essarily
translate into
college com-
pletion, or
the means

to pay for college or employ-
ment commensurate with the
degree earned.
We have heard the num-

bers: 51 percent of college
graduates from 2014 and 2015
are working in jobs that don’t
require a degree, and 39 per-
cent are making less than
$25,000 a year. The U.S. youth
unemployment rate (for 16-
to 24-year-olds) is more than
10 percent. By 2020, two out
of three jobs will require some
postsecondary education, but
not necessarily a bachelor’s
degree.
The time is overdue to con-

sider postsecondary edu-
cational options that can
provide access to secure, mid-
dle- to high-paying careers.
In 2012, Georgetown Uni-

versity’s Center on Education
and the Workforce published
a report called “Five Ways
that Pay along the Way to the
B.A.” It details postsecond-
ary, sub-baccalaureate career
and technical education path-
ways to well-paying careers:
employer-based training,
industry-based certifications,
apprenticeships, postsecond-
ary certificates, and associ-
ate’s degrees.
Calling these pathways the

“gateway to the middle class,”
the Georgetown report says
these options not only con-
nect education directly with
“middle” jobs ($35,000 to
$95,000 per year), they offer
the encouragement and
means for young people to
pursue higher levels of edu-
cation later without incurring
disastrous debt.
In previous columns, I high-

lighted Technology Center of
DuPage’s dual credit oppor-
tunities (earning both high
school and college credit
simultaneously) that encour-
age obtaining an associate
degree, and some employ-
er-based training programs
offered by TCD precision

Training
transitions
students to
workforce

Michael
Zimmerman
Inside TCD
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Happy holidays! In my last
two visits with you on these
pages, I have had the privilege
of writing about my views on
the true value of higher edu-
cation and
the contri-
bution gen-
eral educa-
tion courses
make to the
development
of the whole
person
while earn-
ing a college
degree.
This

month,
during a season that cele-
brates giving, the subject
of learning through service
seems like a perfect topic to
address.
While winter has not offi-

cially arrived, we at College
of DuPage already are regis-
tering students for our spring
term. One of the options is to
enroll in a Service Learning
class. The program provides
value to students, faculty and
— especially — to the 1 mil-
lion residents in our district.
As the second-largest region-
ally accredited institution of
higher education in Illinois, it
ismore important than ever to
rememberwhowe are: a com-
munity college — a college of
and for the community.
We have an obligation to

provide services that enhance
the lives of our commu-
nity members as well as our
students.
This is what Service Learn-

ing does. The program, which
involves more than 500 stu-
dents a year, provides more
than 7,000 hours of service to
area nonprofits. Since the pro-
gram’s formation 17 years ago,
COD students have contrib-
uted nearly $4 million in labor
costs to help 163 local non-
profit organizations (source:
independentsector.com).
Numbers aside, the true

benefit comes in “the doing.”
Themagic comes when learn-
ing, serving, reflecting and
better understanding a world
outside of self comes together.
Service learning is service

work with an academic pur-
pose. Students are first pre-
pared by their professors to
head out to the tasks at hand
— they are trained to learn to
servewithin the community.
They then bring their expe-

riences back to the class-
room to review, reflect and
apply the hands-on skills they
have learned and, with the

Service
Learning
at COD
a win-win

Ann Rondeau
Inside College
of DuPage
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