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1. AT A JUNE 30 MEETING HOSTED AT NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY,
SENATOR JEFF BINGAMAN (D-NM) ADDRESSED A SMALL GROUP OF PEOPLE
INTERESTED IN THE CIUDAD JUAREZ/CHIHUAHUA CASES OF MURDERED AND B6
DISAPPEARED WOMEN. OTHER PARTICIPANTS INCLUDED 3

L REPRESENTATIVES OF
AMIGOS DE LAS MUJERES DE JUAREZ, A U.S.-BASED NGO THAT HAS BEEN
ACTIVE IN THE MURDERED WOMEN ISSUE; REPRESENTATIVES OF CASA

AMIGA, A JUAREZ NGO AND RAPE COUNSELING CENTER; MEMBERS OF THE
LOCAL PRESS CORPS; AND POST'S PUBLIC DIPLOMACY OFFICER AND ACS
CHIEF. ‘

2. SEN. BINGAMAN SPENT AROUT HALF OF THE MEETING DISCUSSING THE
CASE OF AMCIT CYNTHIA KIECKER, WHO IS CURRENTLY ON TRIAL IN
CHIHUAHUA FOR THE MURDER OF 16 YEAR OLD VIVIANA RAYAS {REFTEL)
BISCUSSED RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

AND DETAILED THE EVENTS OF THE LAST TWO WEEKS, WHEN THE
MEXICAN EMBASSY ERRONEOUSLY TOLD SENATOR COLEMAN (D-MN) AND
PRESIDENT FOX THAT MURDER CHARGES AGAINST CYNTHIA AND HER
HUSBAND WOULD BE DROPPED. SEN. BINGAMAN WAS PARTICULARLY
INTERESTED IN EFFORTS OF THE USG ON CYNTHIA'S BEHALF, AND WE
DI SCUSSED OUR LIAISON WITH CHIHUAHUA STATE AUTHORI‘I'IES THE SRE,
‘AND THE MEXICAN EMBASSY. HE PROMISED THAT HE WOULD
PERSONALLY ADDRESS THIS CASE WITH AMBASSADOR DE %A AND NOTIFY
HER OF THE OUTCOME OF THEIR CONVERSATION.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE /
REVIEW AUTHORITY: NORMAN M BOUTON

DATE/CASE ID: 06 JUL 2006 200562506 3 UNCLASSIFIED

E97

Bi

Bt



UNCLASSIFIED

3. REGARDING THE JUAREZ MURDERS, SEN. BINGAMAN WAS PRIMARILY
GATHERING BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT THE HISTORY OF THE MURDERED
AND DISAPPEARED WOMEN OVER THE LAST TEN YEARS. DISCUSSICON
FOCUSED ON SENATE RESOLUTION 392, WHICH HE INTRODUCED AND WAS
CO-SPONSORED BY SENATORS KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON (D-TX) AND MARY
LANDRIEU (D-LA). SEN. BINGAMAN FELT THAT SIMPLY INTRODUCING THE
BILI. AND RAISING IT AS AN ITEM OF DISCUSSION IN THE SENATE WAS A
WORTHY GOAL, AND INDICATED THAT HE IS NOT OPTIMISTIC THAT THE
BILL WILL BE PASSED. THERE WAS ALSO FREQUENT MENTION OF THE
CHIHUAHUA STATE ELECTIONS TAKING PLACE THIS SUNDAY, JULY 4. ALL

PARTICIPANTS WERE HOPEFUL THAT THE NEW GOVERNOR, REGARDLESS OF
POLTTICAL PARTY, WHO TAKES OFFICE IN OCTOBER, WILL MAKE CHANGES
IN THE STATE'S PROCEDURES IN HANDLING THE CASES OF MURDERED AND
DISAPPEARED WOMEN. COMMENT: BOTH GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATES HAVE
RUN ON PLATFORMS THAT INCLUDE INCREASING SECURITY IN THE STATE
AND RESOLVING OUTSTANDING LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES; POLLS INDICATE
THAT THE PRI CANDIDATE, JOSE REYES BAEZA TERRAZAS, IS LIKELY TO
WIN 'THE ELECTION. END COMMENT.

4. ACS CHIEF SPOKE AT LENGTH WITH| ! FOLLOWING THE Bt
MEETING. SHE REMAINS QUITE UPSET AND FRUSTRATED AFTER THE

CONFUSION THAT AROSE OUT OF THE MEETING BETWEEN PRES. FOX AND

SENA'TOR COLEMAN. ALTHOUGH BOTH CYNTHIA'S LAWYER AND THE STATE

COURT'S SECRETARY OF PROJECTS REMAIN OPTIMISTIC THAT CYNTHIA AND

ULISES WILL BE CLEARED OF THE CHARGES AGAINST THEM, | : Bt
MAINTAINS NO SUCH HOPE. WHAT LITTLE FAITH SHE MAY ¢

THE STATE JUDICIAL PROCESS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE THIS CASE HAS

LONG SINCE EVAPORATED, AND SHE CONTINUES TO BELIEVE THAT AN

INTERVENTION BY THE MEXICAN FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WILL BE | \ | B
' TONLY SALVATION.
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