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1. (U) GENERAL. 'The Bilateral Agreemént between the United States and
the Republic of Haiti set forth the terms under which the United States
would return Haitians who had been apprehended attempting to enter the

US illegally.

" EMBASSY OF 'THE )
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA -
! Port-au-Prince, Haiti
September 23, 1981

No. 277 . | i
Excellency: .

. I have the honor to refer to the mutual concern of the Gover nments
L of the United States and of the Republic of Haiti to stop the
clandestine migration of numerous residents of Haiti to the United
States and to the mutual desire of our two countries to cooperate to
stop such illegal migration. ’

The United States Government confirms the under standings discussed
by representatives of our two governments for the establishment of a
cooperative.program of interdiction and selective retirn to Haiti of =
certain Haitian migrants and vessels involved in illegal transport of '
persons coming from Haiti. :

Having regard to the need for internmational cooperation regarding
law enforcement m@asures taken with respect to vessels on the high sess
and the international obligations mandated in the protocol relating to

i the status of refugees done at New York 31 Jamiary 1967, the United
S States Government confirmé§ with the Gover nment of the Repablic of Haiti
. its understanding of the following points of agreement:
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Upon boardxng a Haltxan flag vessel, in accordance with this

agreement, the authorities of the United States may address inquiries,

examine documents and take such measures as are neceSsiry to establish

the registry, condition and destination of the vessel and the statis.of -
those on board the vessel, When these measures siggest that an offense

~against United States immigration laws or appropriate Haitian laws has™

- consents to the detention on the high seas by the United States Coast —
Giard of the vessels and persons found on board.

The Government of Raiti agrees to permit upon'pfiof notification the
retarn of detained vessels and persons to a Haitian port, or if
ircumstances permit, the United States Government will release mich
essels and migrants on the high seas to representatives of the
Government of the Republic of Haiti.

The Government of the Republic of Haiti also agfees in the case of a
U.S. flag vessel, oitbound from Haiti, and engaged in sich illegal
rrafficking, to permit, upon prior notification, the retarn to a Haitian
port of that vessel and those aboard.

In any case where a Haitian flag vessel is detained, the authorities
of the United States Government shall.promptly inform the aithorities of
the Government of the Repiblic of Haiti of the action taken and shall
keep them fully informed of any subsequent developments.

The Gover nment of the Repiblic of Haiti agrees, to the extent
permitted by Haitian law, to prosecite illegal traffickers of Haitian
igrants who do not have requisite permission to enter the coantry of
he vessel's destination and to confiscate Haitian vessesl or stateless
essels involved in  such traficking. The United States Government
ikewise agrees, to the extent permitted by United States law, to
rosecite traffickers of United States nationality and to confiscate
United States vessels engaged in sich trafficking.

The -Gover nment of the United States agtees to the bfesencé of a -
: representatxve of the Navy of the Republic of Haiti as liaison aboard
any United States vessel engaged in the implementation of this
cooperative program.

The United States Government appreciates the assurances which it has
received from the Government of the Republic of Haiti that Haitians
reticned:-to their countfy and who are not traffickers will not be
sabject to prosecition for illegal departure.

t is understood that under these arrangements the United sStates
vernment does not intend to return to Haiti any Haitian migrants whom
he United States authorities determine to qualify for refugee statis.
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In futherance of this cooperative undertaking the United States
- Government formally regiests the Government of the Republic of Haiti'
consent t6% the boarding by the authorities of the United States
Gover nment of private Haitian flag vessels in which sich aithori* {os
have reason to believe that the vessels may be involved in the 1rregular

carriage of passengers oltbound from Haiti.

I have the honor to propose that, if the foregoing is acceptable to
the Government of the Republic of Haiti this note and Your Excellency's
confirmatory reply constitite an agreement between the United States
Government and the Government of the Republic of Haiti which shall enter
into forces on the date of your reply and shall continue in force until
six months from the date either government gives notice to the other of
its intention to terminate the agreement.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest
consideration.

Hi$ Excellency
£douard Francisgue
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs

Port-al-Prince
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