ANALYZING ARGUMENTS:
Following are steps that provide guidance in an analysis of philosophical arguments. Give your author the benefit of the doubt (called the principle of charity), this means treat his/her work in the best possible perspective. 
· What is the thesis or proposition of the particular argument? Sometimes, there might be more than one.

· Identify the premises: What reasons does the author offer in support of the thesis?

· Clarify any ambiguous words or phrases. It is especially important to determine “key” words or phrases since they might be used in a very specific sense (e.g. Heidegger’s terms being and Being)

· Determine the structure of an argument. Ask questions as the following: Is it an inductive or deductive argument? How do the premises lead into the conclusion?

· Do you detect fallacies?

CRITICAL ASSESSMENT

After a careful analysis of an argument, you should be in a position to critically assess the work. Use the following guidelines for a critical evaluation of the work:

· Think about and note reasons why you agree or disagree with the author’s position, carefully considering the premises and conclusion.  Only stating that you agree or disagree is merely giving an opinion. You need to support your claims to offer an argument. 

·  Offer a conclusion in which you briefly summarize and review your argument.
· Avoid the following common mistakes:

a) Do not assume that something is correct because someone famous said it or it has been written in a book.
b) Write in an objective tone, avoiding inflammatory language, colloquialisms, clichés, using “you” or “I” very sparingly.

c) Check spelling and grammar.

d) Distinguish between author and the argument (e.g. Heidegger’s involvement in Nazi ideology does not change the philosophical assessment of his arguments)

e) Use language carefully (e.g. gender neutral language, humanity instead of mankind) since language shapes thought. 

f) Exclude irrelevant facts.

