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Class meets Saturdays 9:00-2:00 p.m.

Instructor:
Peter G. Potamianos


Phone: 630-942-2800 Ext. 51344


Email: potamian@cod.edu
Course Description

This course is a continuation of Chicago Experience I, II and Chicago Neighborhoods and will introduce you to the city's diverse religious and cultural expressions. During the semester, you will visit three different religious institutions with time to explore the local neighborhood.  In addition, you will get a chance to view and discuss new and interesting Chicago films and the opportunity to do directed explorations on your own. 

Course Objectives

· To experience the religious and cultural life of Chicago’s residents.  

· To visit some of Chicago’s unique ethnic neighborhoods and to study and explore their diversity in culture and religion. 

· To compare and contrast urban and suburban lifestyles.  

· To explore, research and discuss the great religions of the world and their presence in America's Second City.

· To vicariously experience the world's great religions in Chicago through film and selected readings.  

Course Material

Chiat, Marilyn J. The Spiritual Traveler: Chicago and Illinois A Guide To Sacred Sites and Peaceful Places. HiddenSpring 2004.

Smith, Huston. The World's Religions. HarperSanFrancisco 1991.

1. Evaluation and Grades

20% Midterm Examination

35% Final Project

15% Book/Film Review

20% Weekly Assignments

10% Attendance and class participation

Minimum Requirement

Grade A requires attendance at all sessions and satisfactory completion of all assignments with an average rating of 87% or higher.  

Grade B requires attendance at all sessions and a satisfactory completion of the midterm, final project, weekly assignments and classroom participation with an average rating of 82% or higher.

Grade C requires attendance at 85% of the sessions and satisfactory completion of midterm and weekly assignments with classroom participation with an average rating of 75% or higher.  

Grade S requires completion of the midterm and participation on a final group project.  

Withdrawal.  Permission to withdraw from the course will be given to those who are interested in attending the field trips only and not in completing any of the assignments for a grade.  

2. Course Requirements and Classroom Procedures

A. Text and Viewing Assignments


Refer to course schedule for weekly reading and viewing assignments.  Additional reading may be added to the syllabus at the instructor’s discretion.  

B. Assignments


Weekly Assignments.  Written responses to questions on the field trips and films.  Responses should be in complete sentences, typed and double-spaced.  The use of correct spelling and standard grammar will be factored into the evaluation of each assignment.  


Book/Film Review.  Select a book from the "suggestions for further reading" list in Huston Smith, or choose a relevant Chicago film.  Write a report highlighting the following: 1) What makes this (author) (or film) a Chicago (production) (writer)?  2) How and why can this (book) (film) contribute to an understanding of Chicago's residents?  3) What did you learn that you did not know about the city and its people that you did not know before you (viewed) (read) this (film) book?  4) Would you recommend this (film) book to others?  


Suggested movies for review

· Return to Me

· Mississippi Massala

· Flatliners

· My Big Fat Greek Wedding

· Stolen Summer


Final Project.  This is a group assignment.  As a study group, decide on a religious group, organization or house of worship you would like to visit and explore.  Select a house of worship from the list provided in class and other than those selected for the field trips.  Then, schedule a trip to that Chicago neighborhood.  While on your visit to that particular house of worship, include in your visit some of that neighborhood's most notable and unique spots including ethnic and religious bookstores and any recommended restaurants.  At our last class session on August 14, be prepared to share your experiences to the class with a handout on your selected house of worship and its neighborhood.  You may use any audio-visual aids in your presentation.  Also, ensure that everyone in your group has a part to play in this presentation.  


Suggested places to visit for your final projects


Chinmaya Mission Chicago


11 South 80 Rt. 83


Hinsdale, IL 60521


630-252-4226


Federation of Zoroastrian Association of N. A.


8615 Meadowbrook Drive


Hinsdale, IL


630-325-5383


Anawim (Native American)


4750 N.   Sheridan Rd. 255


Chicago, IL 60640


773-561-6155


Fourth Presbyterian Church


126 East Chestnut


Chicago, IL 60611


312-787-4570 Extension 213


Jain Association of North America


435 N. Route 59


Bartlett, IL


773-955-2414


Beth Emet Synogogue


1224 Dempster Street


Evanston, IL 60202


846-869-4230


Sikh Religious Society of Chicago


5N 620 Chambellan Lane


Wayne, IL 


708-865-3031


Bahá'i House of Worship


121 Linden Avenue


Wilmette, IL 


847-733-3469

C. Examinations


The midterm exercise will consist of objective and essay questions.  It will cover the reading selections, films viewed and discussed and classroom lectures/discussions.  This will be a take-home open book exercise.  

D. Classroom Procedures


Policies and procedures concerning admission, drops, incompletes and fulfillment of course requirements are in keeping with those established by the department of Alternative Learning and the College of DuPage.  Incompletes will not be considered for those who have not completed more than three fourths of the assignments.  

E. 
Films.  Plan to view assigned films outside of class.  Adjustments and changes may be made to this list at the instructor's discretion.  These films are on reserve in the library.  Request them by title and/or call number at the circulation desk. 

Response Questions

Answer the following questions after each of the three field trips and after you have viewed the assigned movies and have read the selections in the texts. 

Field Trips

1. What were some of the sites, sounds and smells you experienced that were characteristic of the ethnic and/or social character of the religious group we visited?

2. What insights did get from this trip that added to Chiat's description of this religion and its adherents?

3. Did this field trip meet your expectations of this unique Chicago house of worship?  Please explain your response.  

Films

How did this film supplement your understanding of this particular world religion?  Was the film compatible with what you read in Huston Smith and learned from our hosts in Chicago?

Evaluation Criteria for Written Assignments

The following are the rating criteria used to evaluate all written assignments.  Each is worth 10 points for a maximum of 50 points for each assignment.(
1.  Responses are appropriate and coherent.  

2.  Responses are clear and easy to read and understand. 

3. Responses are concise and not wordy.  

4. Answers provide original and thoughtful ideas and insights.

5. Writing is free of mechanical, spelling and grammatical errors.  
















( Scale for the above:  A=50-45; B=44-40; C=39-34; D=33-25
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