Tell me and I will forget.

Show me and I may remember.

Involve me and I will understand.

For the most part, the lecture is dead. The proverbial "sage on the stage", at the head of the classroom, is now a museum relic. Those who disagree and continue to use the podium are lulling their students to sleep. Even Socrates did not lecture much in his day. Instead, he dialogued with students, and spent most of his time listening and challenging their beliefs.

Today, our students have a shorter attention span than those twenty-five years ago. Students, then, did not have access to the sophisticated media they have today that distract them from reading and listening. Now, however, these technologies are more cheaply available. Their addictive images and sounds contribute to an attention span that, for the average 17-23 year old, is only five to seven minutes, and even less for those with attention deficit disorders. 

Students who spend a great deal of time watching television and playing video games have trouble concentrating. Reading scores of incoming college freshmen, especially those at the community college level, support this. Todd Gitlin in Media Unlimited claims that the average American child lives in a household filled with a variety of media technologies. How, then, can a teacher behind a podium compete with this?  

I find that most of my students learn best in the laboratory and in the field. In my humanities and English composition courses, they spend, at least, sixty-percent of their classroom time on field trips. The works of Saul Bellow, Frank Norris and Nelson Algren Louis Sullivan, Frank Lloyd Wright and Daniel Burnham come to life when they visit Chicago. When we study John Muir, Edward Abbey, Aldo Leopold and Ansel Adams, Yosemite and the Grand Canyon are their classrooms. Admittedly, this mode of instruction requires more of my time, but I am delighted to see them connect the classroom to their experiences. My students are involved with their learning and on the way to a richer understanding of themselves and of the world.
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