College of DuPage

Course Syllabus

Humanities 1800
Humanities 1800
Chicago Experience


Meets Saturdays, 9:00-2:00p.m.

Instructor:
Peter G. Potamianos, Ph.D.  


630-942-2800 Extension 51344


Email: potamian@cdnet.cod.edu

1. Course Description

This course explores the spirit of the city through its literature, film, neighborhoods and architecture. The ideas and movements that influence writers and architects of Chicago will be examined and discussed. 

At the end of the semester you should have acquired an appreciation of Chicago's dynamic and creative energy as well as an understanding of how this energy is integrated and reflected in its literature and architecture. During the semester, you will have a chance to read a variety of works dealing with the City's history, domestic, aesthetic and political life. Three field trips are scheduled to significant historical and cultural sites of Chicago. 

2. Course Materials

· Smokestacks and Skyscrapers: An Anthology of Chicago Writing, edited by David Starkey and Richard Guzman, Wild Onion Books, 1999.

· Larson, Eric. The Devil in the White City. Vintage Books, 2003.

3. Course Objectives

· To explore ideas and movements that influence Chicago's writers and filmmakers. 

· To discuss the works of Chicago writers, film makers and poets. 

· To examine the ideas and movements reflected in the works of Chicago's writers, directors and architects. 

· To recognize and interpret the unique characteristics of Chicago writers. 

· To explain the impact of the city on its literature, films and architecture. 

Grading

20% Open book midterm examination

30% Final Project

15% Book Report

25% Focus Question Assignments

10% Attendance and participation

Minimum Requirements

Grade of A requires attendance at all sessions and field trips, and satisfactory completion of all assignments with an average rating of 87% or higher. 

Grade of B requires attendance at all field trips and at 2 of 3 classroom sessions. A satisfactory completion of the midterm, final project, concentration question assignments and classroom participation with an average rating of 80% or higher. 

Grade of C requires attendance at 3 of the 5 sessions and satisfactory completion of midterm, weekly assignments with classroom participation, an oral presentation on a final project of choice and an average rating of 75% or higher. 

Satisfactory (pass/fail) requires attendance requirements for C grade and completion of the midterm, participation in a group final project of choice with the approval of the instructor. For the pass/fail option, a signed form must be submitted. See instructor for the form. 

Withdrawal. For those who are not interested in a grade or credit for this course may request to withdraw prior to the last day of class. 

4. Course Requirements and Classroom Procedures

A. Text and Viewing Assignments


Refer to course schedule for reading and viewing assignments. Additional assignments may be added to the syllabus at the instructor's discretion. You will be responsible for participating in class discussions on the films and readings. 

B. Assignments

Focus Questions. The instructor will assign questions on a specific block of readings, film and field trip experiences. The questions will be handed out in class and/or after the field trips. Your responses should be typed and double-spaced. (The use of correct spelling and standard grammar will be considered in the evaluation of each assignment.)


Book Report or Film Review. Select one of the books from the bibliography, or choose an approved text of your choice, and write a three page report highlighting the following: 1) Why is this writer an expert on Chicago? 2) Would you recommend this text to someone interested in learning about Chicago? Why or why not: What new information did this work provide on Chicago, its politics, people, and neighborhoods?


Film Review(. If you decide to review a movie, please give its title, the name of the director and a list of the main characters. Respond to only the following questions: 1) What are some of the Chicago landmarks shown and used in this movie? Choose one or more of the shown or used landmarks and explain how it fits into the scene or the storyline.    2) Could this production have been done in another city or environment? Please explain your response. 3) On a five star system, with 5 starts being the most recommended, how would you rate this movie?


Final Project. This is a group endeavor and is required by all who are enrolled in this class. Your group will choose a subject of interest having to do with Chicago and will prepare a 3-5-page paper and a 5-7 minute presentation for our last day of class. The subject should be something selected and/or related to the assigned readings either in the anthology or in Erik Larson's text. 

C. Examinations

The midterm will be an open book take-home examination.

D. Course Policies and Procedures

Policies and procedures concerning incompletes and fulfillment of course requirements are in keeping with those established by the college and its board of trustees and by the Department of Academic Alternatives. For additional information concerning the above and appropriate classroom behavior, please consult the College of DuPage 2005-2007 Catalog.
ALL WORK MUST BE TURNED IN 

BY THE LAST CLASS SESSION

E. Films to be viewed on your own(

The Women of Hull House (documentary) 


Frank Lloyd Wright, parts 1 & 2 (documentary by Ken Burns)


The Sting
G. Evaluation Criteria for Written Assignments

The following five items are the rating criteria used to evaluate all written assignments. Each is worth 20 points for a maximum of 100 points for each assignment.(
1. Focus questions are answered precisely without digressions or additions. 

2. Responses are clear and easy to read and understand. 

3. Responses are concise and not wordy. 

4. Answers provide original ideas and insights.

5. Writing is free of mechanical, spelling and grammatical errors. 

� Fall semester is one week shorter than a traditional semester. Embedded in your course syllabus are instructional assignments crafter to make up for a shorfall in traditional instruction time.





(For titles of films produced in Chicago please refer to this publication available on reserve in the library: Bernstein, Arnie, Hollywood on Lake Michigan: 100 Years of Chicago and the Movies. Lake Claremont Press. 1998. 


( Feature films and documentaries are on reserve at the circulation desk in the library. Feature films are also available from local public libraries and from commercial video rental stores. 


( Scale for the above: A=100-92; B=90-84; C=82-72; D=70-66. 
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