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The Corps of Discovery--Lewis and Clark Expedition

Humanities 1800 and English 1102
Syllabus

Humanities 1800  
The Corps of Discovery--Lewis and Clark Expedition

English 1102
Class meets Wednesday evenings from 7:00-9:00 p. m. and on other dates as listed in the Spring Semesterly.  

Peter G. Potamianos, Ph.D., Instructor

Phone:  630-942-2800 Ext. 51344

Email:  potamian@cod.edu
Course Description

The Lewis and Clark expedition of 1804-06 was one of America's greatest adventures.  In this course we'll explore this adventure starting in Hartford, Illinois, and in St. Louis and St. Charles Missouri.  We'll experience and discuss the literature, music and the arts inspired by this event.  While in Southern Illinois, we will, also, stop in Cahokia and explore the archaeological mounds of an early Native American civilization.

Course Objectives

· To develop an understanding and appreciation of this historic event that lead to the western expansion of the nation.

· To explore the historical and aesthetic experiences of the era as expressed in literature, painting, film and drama.

· To nurture aesthetic vales within an historical framework as they are expressed in the artifacts of this great American adventure.

· To develop skills in research and writing on related themes.

· To compare and contrast this adventure to classical works of exploration as in Homer's Odyssey, Herodotus' "Explorers of the Libya Desert," and the biblical journeys of Abraham and Moses.

· To recognize the importance of travel records, journals and diaries, in preserving this event for posterity.

Course Materials

Ambrose, Stephen E. Undaunted Courage: Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of the American West. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1997.

Small spiral notebook for journal entries

Evaluation and Grades

20% Midterm Examination

35% Final Project

15% Book/Film Review

20% Weekly Assignments

10% Attendance and class participation

Course Requirements

Humanities 1800
Book Review.  Select a book from the bibliography and prepare a two-page review concentrating on the author's contribution to the understanding of Lewis and Clark's expedition.  Make sure to include the author's name, title of book, and date and place of publication.  MLA is a good standard to follow when citing sources.

Final Project.  Choose a topic related to this adventure and prepare a three-four page double spaced paper and a ten-minute presentation of it for our final class meeting.  

Journal.  As we travel on our field experience, keep a daily journal recording what you see, hear and experience on our travels. Keep the same level of detail as that of Lewis and Clark and record your entries from the point of view of a member of the expedition.

Examination


The midterm exercise will consist of objective and essay questions.  It will cover the reading selections, films viewed and discussed classroom lectures/discussions and the things we experience and see on our field trip.  This will be a take-home open book exercise.  

English 1102
Students enrolled in English 1102 will be expected to attend the first and last class session, the field trip, and weekly ten-minute appointments with the instructor in the Center for Individual Learning (CIL).

The English 1102 students will complete and submit a ten to twelve page research paper; double spaced, and documented using the MLA guidelines.  Detailed instructions and assignments are included on the English 1102 syllabus.
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