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Course Description

Three credits of Humanities 188, and/or English 103, combine the benefits of both independent work and traditional classroom meetings and field trips. In this course, we will travel portions of Illinois Route 66 from Chicago to Mt. Olive.  Our journey will start from the college and we will drive along historic Route 66 through quaint and historic towns.  As those who first traveled this road, we will visit popular sites such as the Dixie Truck Stop and its Route 66 Hall of Fame, the Lincoln sites in Springfield and the memorial to Mother Jones in Mt. Olive.  English 1102 students will choose a topic for their required research paper on some aspect of Route 66.  
Course Objectives

· To explore the effect of Route 66 on American history and culture.  

· To read and discuss the novels On the Road and Grapes of Wrath which were inspired by this historic highway.  

· To review and discuss key events in our nation's history associated with Routh 66.  

· To experience traveling through small town America--sites, culture and people.  

· To examine the unique subculture spawned by this road.

· To experience the natural ambiance of the Mother Road.

· To research topics and areas of interest as they relate to Route 66 and its travelers.  

Course Requirements

English 103.  Requirements for this segment include 1) a 12-14 page argumentative research paper on some aspect of Route 66, using MLA format and documentation guidelines) a summary and paraphrase of an article related to the chosen topic for research, 3) completion of the midterm exercise, and 4) a presentation of the research project.  Students in 1102 will meet with the instructor for 10 minute appointments, weekly, in the CIL.  The schedule for these meetings will be determined at the first class meeting.
Humanties 1800.  Requirements for this segment include 1) the completion of assigned focus questions, 2) midterm exercise, 3) book or film review, 4) presentation on an assigned or chosen topic related to the simple life, and 5) a journal with journal entries.  

1.  Focus Questions  

A list of focus questions will be distributed after our first class meeting and after our field trip in May.  The questions will be based on the readings, films and field experiences.  

2.  Final Report and Presentation

Select a topic for research, experience or exploration on Route 66 and prepare a 10 minute presentation, with a 1 1/2 page paper with bibliography, for our last class meeting. 

3.  Book Report or Film Review

Select a book or film from the bibliography or a selection of your choice and approved by the instructor.  Read/view and then review your choice concentrating on the following:

· How does this book/film fit into the travel genre?

· What did you find interesting, or not, about your choice?

· What did you learn about Route 66 or of traveling, in general, that you did not know before reading/viewing this selection?

· Would you recommend this book/film to others and why?

4.  Humanities 188

Journal.  Record your memories of our field trips while traveling down Route 66.  Note some of the differences between Interstate 55 and the old route.  Describe your feelings as we travel through some of the small towns along the way.  List the sites, places and artifacts that you were interesting and explain why you chose them.

Grades

Grades are in accordance with the standards and procedures of the College of DuPage.  Because of the nature of this course, its infrequent shedule and the adjunct status of the instructor, incompletes are discouraged.  The pass/fail option is available to those who intend to participate in all assigned group activities, attend the field trips, do a final presentation, and complete the midterm exercise.  Students who have missed two class and/or field trip sessions will be dropped by the instructor. 
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Videotapes

A Cruise Down Main Street

Cruisin' Oklahoma US 66

Drive 66

Greetings from Route 66: A Video Postcard

A Journey Down Route 66

Return to the Road with Martin Milner

Route 66: An American Odyssey

Route 66: Revisited

U.S. 66 Bones of the Old Road
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