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Chicago Experience II

Syllabus

Humnt. 2800
Chicago Experience II


Meets Saturdays, 9:00-2:00 p.m.

Instructor:
Professor Potamianos


630-942-2800 Extension 51344


potamian@cod.edu
1. Course Description

This course is a continuation of Chicago Experience I.  In it you will explore 20th century Chicago through Chicago's writers, movies, neighborhoods and architecture.  The focus will be on some of the city's unique neighborhoods.  The course consists of three field trips and two formal classes.  Classes meet on Saturdays from 9-2 p.m. however, due to traffic and unforeseen road conditions, field trips may extend beyond the 2 p.m. time frame. 

By the end of the semester you should have acquired an appreciation of Chicago's dynamic and creative energy as well as an understanding of how this energy is incorporated and reflected in its literature and architecture.  During this semester, you will have a chance to read a variety of contemporary works dealing with the business, social, aesthetic and political life of the city.  Our three scheduled field trips will be to some of the city's unique streets and neighborhoods.  

2. Course Material

Smokestacks & Skyscrapers, edited by David Starkey and Richard Guzman. Wild Onion Books, 1999.  

3. Course Objectives

· To explore ideas and movements influencing Chicago's writers, citizens and architects.  

· To discuss the works of 20th Century Chicago writers.  

· To examine the creative vitality or lack thereof reflected in the works of Chicago's artisans and in Chicago's neighborhoods.  

· To recognize and interpret the unique problems, characteristics, influences and opportunities of this great Midwestern metropolis.  

· To recognize the impact of the City on its people and on the literature they read, movies they set and the architecture they live, work and play in.  

4. Grading

20% Midterm examination

30% Final project

15% Book report

25% Weekly assignments

10% Attendance, participation

Minimum Requirements

Grade of A requires attendance at all sessions and field trips, and satisfactory completion of all assignments with an average rating of 87% of higher.  

Grades of B and C require attendance at all field trips and at 1 of 2 class sessions.  A satisfactory completion of the midterm, final project, weekly assignments and classroom participation is required with an average minimum rating of 80% and 75% respectively.  

Grade of S requires satisfactory completion of midterm and a final oral project presentation.  

For those not interested in a pass/fail or letter grade are encouraged to withdraw from the class after the third field trip.  The instructor will issue a withdrawal permit.  

5. Course Requirements and Procedures

A. Text and Viewing Assignments

See course schedule for reading and viewing assignments.  Additional reading items may be added to the syllabus at the instructor's discretion.  

B. Assignments

Weekly Assignment.  Each student will answer reflection questions on the readings and on the films viewed for the week.  Responses should be typed.  The use of correct spelling and standard grammar will be factored in the evaluation of each assignment.  

Book/film review.  Select a work from one of the writers in the "Afterword" on page 530, (with a focus on those from 1900 to the present), a recent publication on Chicago, or choose a Chicago-based film, other than the films viewed for class, and write a report highlighting the following:  

1) What makes this author/film a Chicago writer/production?  

2) How and why is this book/film significant in understanding Chicago? And, 

3) What did you learn that you did not know about Chicago, its people, neighborhoods, literature, architecture, etc. that you did not know before you read this work or viewed this movie?

Final Project.  This is a small group project.  Your group will choose a project of interest having to do with Chicago.  Then, you will prepare a 5-7 minute presentation to be delivered on the last day of class.  Your project may include any of the following topics:

· Contemporary Chicago jazz, blues and gospel music

· The Chicago Jazz Record Mart (444 N. Wabash)

· The Chicago Reader

· Chicago churches, temples and houses of workshop

· The modern architects:  Helmut Jahns, Samuel Goldberg, and Harry Weiss

· Chicago markets and exchanges--South Water, Maxwell Street

· History of race relations

· Chicago-based universities--DePaul, University of Chicago, Roosevelt, Columbia, et. al..  

· The Chicago Cultural Center

· Chicago Film Works

· Chicago Gangs

· Chicago Symphony Orchestra

· Chicago's entrepreneurs--Wrigley, Field, Armour, Sears, Palmer

· New and old museums and libraries

· Convention centers and sports arenas

· Chicago-based industries; new and old

· Service learning project in Chicago

· Other_______________________

C.  Examinations

The midterm is an open book examination.  It will cover the reading selections, films viewed and items explored on the field trips.  

D.  Course Policies and Procedures

Policies and procedures concerning admission, drops, incomplete and fulfillment of course requirements are in keeping with those established by the college and the Department of Instructional Alternatives.  An incomplete will not be issued to those who have not completed more than three fourths of the assignments and who have missed two of the five scheduled sessions

E.  Film Viewing Schedule


Remembering Chicago 1 & II (available at the circulation desk)


Studs Terkel's Chicago (viewed in class)


Swoon


Ferris Bueller's Day Off

Barbershop


Untouchables
Reflection Questions

Instructions.  Respond to all of the questions below for the readings, films and field trips.  Please submit your assignments as scheduled.  

1. Choose only three of the selections you read for this assignment.  Describe how each writer brings the theme of Chicago into his or her selection.  Is it through a character description, the setting, or something subtler as the motivating force behind the described action?

2. Select one of the films viewed.  How does this film fulfill some or all of your criteria of a Chicago experience?  

3. If you were to return to the Gold Coast with an out of town friend, what sites would you revisit and which ones would you avoid.  Please explain your choices?

Reflection Questions
Instructions.  Respond to all of the questions below for the readings, films and field trips.  Please submit your assignments as scheduled.  

1. In the films viewed for this week's assignment, what do the Chicago scenes and/or landmarks "say" about the city to the viewer?  Is the message favorable or not?  Explain.  

2. Select only three of the selections you've read for this week.  Explain each writer's view of Chicago and its people.  

3. Explain what most impressed you about our Hyde Park tour.  

Reflection Questions
Instructions.  Respond to all of the questions below for the readings, films and field trips.  Please submit your assignments as scheduled.  

1. Choose two characters from the fiction selections you've read in the anthology that reminded you of Chicago people you have known.  Explain what makes these characters Chicago stereotypes.  

2. What are some of the social and political issues depicted in the films?  Are these issues still current in Chicago?

3. Describe the tour you chose for this day.  What were its highlights and what did you learn about the city that you did not know before going on the tour?
4. Evaluation Criteria

The items below will be used to evaluate responses to the focus questions.  Each assignment is worth 50 points.  

1. Questions were answered directly without any digressions.  

2. Responses were clear and easy to read and understand.  

3. Responses were concise and well organized.  

4. Answers revealed an understanding of the experience.  

5. Writing was free of mechanical, spelling and grammatical errors.  

� This syllabus is subject to change at the instructor's discretion.  
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