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Course Syllabus

Humanities 1800

The Chicago Beat Scene: An Interdisciplinary Experience

Instructor: Peter G. Potamianos

Voice Mail: 630-942-2800 Extension 51344

Email: potamian@dupage.edu

Office: IC 2070

Required Texts and Materials:

Ann Charters, editor. The Portable Beat Reader. Penguin Books, 1992.

Small loose leaf notebook for journal entries.

Course Description

Explore the lives and works of a unique generation of American writers. Visit their Chicago neighborhoods and walk their streets and alleys. Read and discuss American writers who in their youth openly questioned the values and mores of their society and the direction in which American life was headed. They challenged their contemporaries, as they challenge us today by their works and their lifestyles. Unlike most contemporary postmodern writers, the beats practiced their values and beliefs

Course Objectives

1. To examine the lives, methods and thoughts of the Beat generation

2. To understand the Beat ethos by visiting places that nurtured it and by viewing films depicting their lifestyle

3. To venture out and discover through group action, mutual influences and disclosures, beat concepts, practices and ideas.

4. To create your own unique beat vision of life and how to live it

5. To discuss recurrent themes in the works of beat writers

6. To identify beat trends affecting our present culture.

Course Requirements and Procedures

Reviews. Select a title from each of the following:

Film. Write a review of one of the assigned films for this course. First, read a detailed film review in the Chicago Tribune, Sun Times or Chicago Reader. Then, adapt this style and format in writing your review.

Text. Choose a book from one of the extensive bibliographical listings in your textbook. Read and then review this selection by answering the following questions:

· How does this book fit into the Beat genre of writing?

· What did you find attractive (or not attractive) about this selection?

· How does this writer challenge your social mores?

· What more did learn about beat literature that you did not know before reading this selection?

· Would you recommend this choice to others?  Explain

Journal. Keep a journal during the duration of this course and focus your entries, at least three (3) entries per week, on your reactions to beat themes and ideas as you encounter them through your reading and class field trips. Some of your journal entries may include:

· What you saw, visited or read that impressed you?

· The difference between this experience from others you've had.

· The "fit" of the reading, viewing and/or experience to the beat genre.

· Perceptions gleaned from field trips.

· Sketch or sketches that reflect an experience.

Weekly projects assigned from the Mel Ash text Beat Spirit: The Way of the Beat Writers as a Living Experience on the class schedule, page 5.

Final Class Project and Presentation. This assignment will be based on your research paper and will be presented in class at the final session. The following are but a few topic suggestions:

· The Old Town School of Folk Music

· Life and times of Buddy Guy and Muddy Waters

· Chicago Jazz Record Mart

· Authentic jazz and blues clubs of the city

· Jerry Ruben and the Conspiracy Seven trial

· 1968 Democratic Convention

· Hyde Park and Chicago's beat writers

· Independent alternative bookstores in the Chicago area

· Alternative lifestyles in Chicago

· Chicago's public forums:

· Bug Club

· Hobo College

· Radical Bookshop

· Dill Pickle

· Knowledge Box

· Nelsen Algren

· Studs Terkel

· Bohemianism, labor unrest and unions

· Expressionism and the beat genre

· History of Bughouse Square

· Slim Brundage and the founding of the College of Complexes

Films on Reserve

· Pull My Daisy

· Naked Lunch

· Rebel Without a Cause

· Siddhartha

· Easy Rider

· Eraser Head

· Modern Times

· Affluenza

Evaluation

Pass/Fail Option. This option is for those who are not interested in a letter grade for Humanities 1088 only. Minimum requirements for this option are 1) Journal, 2) Film review, and 3) Final project presentation.

Letter Grades

A  All requirements are satisfactorily completed with perfect attendance.

B  Journal, a review, final project and all Ash assignments are satisfactorily completed with one excused absence.

C  Journal and book review and all Ash assignments are satisfactorily completed with one excused absence. A presentation without paper, at the last class session.
D  Journal and film review, and attendance at three fourths of scheduled classes and field trips.

P/F  Journal and all Ash assignments and a presentation at the final class session.

Grade Computation

20% Reviews

-10% Film 

-10% Text 

25% Class Projects

25% Journal 

30% Final project and class presentation 

Other Items

Drops and Incompletes  An incomplete will not be issued for this course. Drop requests will be honored up to one week prior to the final session of the class.

Late Assignments. Late assignments are discouraged, and those submitted beyond one week from the due date will not be accepted. 
Classroom and Conduct on Field Trips. The conduct, operation and delivery of this course are in accordance with the policies and procedures of the College of DuPage as specified in school board policies and in the 2003-2005-college catalog, Follow Your Dreams. These policies include consequences for undesirable classroom behavior and for plagiarism on assignments.
  Students are encouraged to become familiar with these policies and procedures and should request a free copy of the catalog from the Registrar's office. Alcoholic beverages and other controlled substances are not allowed on field trips. Please refrain from smoking in the classroom and on school vehicles. 
Support from Classmates. You are responsible for class work and homework, even if you are absent. Please refer to the syllabus for work that needs to be done and contact a classmate to find out what you missed in class. Use the space below to record your classmates' names phone numbers or email address. 
Academic Honesty. Please refer to the attached brochure that outlines the college's position on academic honesty, and more specifically, on plagiarism.

� Please refer to the College of DuPage Academic Honesty brochure attached to this syllabus.
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