English 1101 Research Project
Professor M. Holdway

When you finish this assignment you will know more about online and library research using the C.O.D. Library and its Web site. Specifically, you will know how to find biographical information on someone. In addition, you’ll know how to look up both basic and in-depth information on specific concepts and theories associated with that person. You will gain an understanding of the different types of resources that are available to you to do this kind of research. Finally, you will know how to read a citation or a reference to a particular source in order to prepare a bibliography.

You will refine these skills using both print sources in the Library and online resources on the Internet. In addition to finding the information, you will get some practice at synthesizing the information you find in order to write a brief biography. During this course, you’ll have the chance several times to use the knowledge and skills you acquire in this assignment.
Please make and turn in printouts or photocopies of all the sources you find.
PART ONE

1. Who is Irving Janis?
Note: You will need to use both online and print sources to get enough information.

A. Find a biography in an online source.

B. Find a biography in a print source.

C. Write down two interesting facts about him that you learned in the reading.

2. What is the “groupthink” theory about?

A. Find an explanation in an online source.

B. Find an explanation in a print source.

C. Define the theory in a short paragraph.

3. What have others said about Janis’ “groupthink” theory? How has it been critiqued?
A. Find a critique, online or in print.

B. Summarize the critique in a short paragraph.

PART TWO

Now record the information about the sources so that you can cite them in the future. If you used more than 3 sources, please list your additional resources below using the same format that you see here.
Book
This is the source for Question # 
Title
Author
Publisher
Place of Publication
Date of Publication
Where did you find the reference to the book?

Journal or Magazine Article
This is the source for Question #

Article Title
Author
Journal Title
Volume Number
Issue Number
Date
Pages
Name of Article Database that you found it in
Web Site
This is the source for Question #

Title
Author (if any)
Date
Sponsoring Institution/Organization
Web Site Address or URL
Name of Web Search Engine that you used
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