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INTRODUCTION

America’s involvement in Vietnam is a painful period of our history.  This proposed Honors Seminar will seek to help students understand why the United States sent troops to Southeast Asia.  Students will enroll in two courses:  a Political Science or History course that will study the events, policies and personalities related to the decision by the American government to send in troops, and an English course that will focus on improving the writing techniques and quality of the students.

The Political Science or History course will study primary documents from the time, complemented by secondary materials, in order to understand the reasons for American involvement, and the various complicated factors that affected the decision-making process.  Students will have assigned readings in primary and secondary materials, both in and out of class, that will focus on the primary decision-makers.  Other assignments will involve research in various types of resources, such as completing a map of the region, finding journal articles, and a spelling test.  There will be a final exam.  The term paper will involve the students being assigned one important figure, and discussing that figure’s role in the decision-making process, especially what advice s/he gave to the government. The English class will focus on written assignments, such as researching and writing a short biographical paper on their individual, a short paper discussing an important event or factor, and the term paper.  Students will give a short presentation on their term paper topic.  Research methods will be discussed in both courses.
SYLLABUS
Assuming a full semester, 16 weeks, 2 class meetings per course per week, except for one week which will only have one session because of a holiday, and also except for the last week, which will be the Final Exam, to be held once in each class.

WEEK 1

First Session
Both courses go over the administrative details and an introduction to the courses, review the syllabus and assignments and important dates.  Students receive first reading assignment (in general encyclopedias).

Second Session
History course outlines the background of American involvement in Vietnam, Southeast Asia, and the context of the Cold War.  Students pick major individual to focus on for term project.  Students receive second reading assignment.
English course meets in the Library, discusses library resources, types of primary research material, research methods, and how to cite sources. Students receive first research assignment (maps and atlases).
WEEK 2
Third Session
History course discusses Vietnam and the Eisenhower Administration.  Students receive third reading assignment.

English course discusses the first research assignment, how to write up a biographical paragraph, and reads various types of materials.  A discussion of how all this literature relates to other items.  Students receive second research assignment (defining terms).

Fourth Session

History course reads in detail about Vietnam and the Eisenhower Administration, and views of the French about Vietnam.  Students receive fourth reading assignment.  

English course discusses the second research assignment, how to read and summarize journal articles, and reads various types of materials.  Students receive third research assignment (finding journal articles).
WEEK 3

Fifth Session
History course further discusses Vietnam and the Eisenhower Administration, and the U.S. domestic context.  Students receive fifth reading assignment.

English course discusses third research assignment, discusses how to write book reviews, and reads various types of materials.  Students receive fourth research assignment (finding book reviews).

Sixth Session
History course begins examining Vietnam and the Kennedy Administration.  Students receive sixth reading assignment.
English course discusses fourth research assignment, and reads various types of materials.  Students receive fifth research assignment (finding primary sources).

WEEK 4

Seventh Session
History course discusses Vietnam and the Kennedy Administration.  Students receive seventh reading assignment.

English course discusses fifth research assignment, and reads various types of materials.  Students receive sixth research assignment (finding biographical information).

Eighth Session
History course discusses Vietnam and the Kennedy Administration.  Students receive eighth reading assignment.

English course discusses sixth research assignment, and reads various types of materials.  Students receive seventh research assignment (finding government publications).
WEEK 5

Ninth Session
History course discusses Vietnam and the Kennedy Administration.  Students receive ninth reading assignment.

English course discusses seventh research assignment, and receive eighth research assignment.
Tenth Session
History course discusses Vietnam and the Kennedy Administration.  Students receive tenth reading assignment.

English course discusses eighth research assignment, and receive ninth research assignment.
WEEK 6

11th Session
History course discusses the end of the Kennedy Administration, and the big “Would JFK have pulled out the troops or sent in more troops?”  Students receive 11th reading assignment.

English course discusses the ninth research assignment, and students receive the tenth research assignment.

12th Session
History course discusses the end of the Kennedy Administration and the big “What If?”.  

English course discusses the tenth research assignment.

WEEK 7

13th Session
History course reviews the course of the war so far.
English course discusses how to view films and write reviews, and reviews for the midterm exam.  
14th Session
Midterm exams in both courses.

WEEK 8

15th Session
In both classes, students watch documentary videos about the topic, discuss them in class, and write reports on them.

No 16th  session this week due to holiday.
WEEK 9
16th Session
History course discusses the videos, and the midterm exam.  Students receive 12th reading assignment.
English course discusses the summations of the videos, and reviews outlines of term projects.
17th Session
History course begins discussing Vietnam and the Johnson Administration.  Students receive the 13th reading assignment.

English course reviews how students are doing with their term projects.
WEEK 10

18th Session
History course discusses Vietnam and the Johnson Administration, and the international context.  Students receive the 14th reading assignment.

English course reviews students’ summations of what they are reading.

19th Session
History course discusses Vietnam and the Johnson Administration, and the American domestic context.  Students receive the 15th reading assignment.

English course reviews students’ summations of what they are reading.
WEEK 11

20th Session
History course discusses Vietnam and the Johnson Administration.  Students receive the 16th reading assignment.

English course reviews students’ summations of what they are reading.

21st Session
History course discusses Vietnam and the Johnson Administration.  Students receive the 17th reading assignment.

English course reviews students’ summations of what they are reading.

WEEK 12

22nd Session
History course discusses Vietnam and the Johnson Administration.  Students receive 18th reading assignment.

English course reviews students’ summations of what they are reading.

23rd Session
History course discusses Vietnam and the Johnson Administration, particularly the role of Congress.  Students receive 19th reading assignment.

English course reviews students’ summations of what they are reading.

WEEK 13

24th Session
History course discusses Vietnam and the Johnson Administration.  Students receive 20th reading assignment.

English course reviews students’ summations of what they are reading.

25th Session
History course discusses Vietnam and the Johnson Administration.  Students receive 21st reading assignment.

English course reviews students’ summations of what they are reading.

WEEK 14
26th Session
History course discusses why LBJ escalated the war.  Students receive 22nd reading assignment.
English course reviews students’ summations of what they are reading.

27th Session
History course reviews the entire course of the war up to 1965.

English course discusses students’ summations of what they are reading.  Term projects due.
WEEK 15
28th Session

Student presentations of their term projects.  Course evaluations.  Students review the courses with the instructors.
29th Session
Continue student presentations of their term projects, and review for final exam.
WEEK 16

Course Final Exam

ASSIGNMENTS
Reading assignments will be in books, articles, and primary sources, to try to find out, based on these primary sources, why certain decisions were made.

Research assignments will involve finding politico/geographical information on maps, finding book reviews and writing reviews, finding biographical information and writing a biographical summary of their individual, writing summations of the important points of the assigned readings, finding government documents and primary sources.
The term project is to select one important individual who was involved in this process/event at some time, and, basing one’s research on primary sources, write a historical overview of what this person did and thought AT THE TIME, not what they said or did after 1965. 

The exams will have essays, short answers, analyzing written material, map quizzes, defining terms, and identifying people.

While the History or Political Science instructor will focus on subject content, the English instructor will focus on the writing process, how to identify and integrate ideas/concepts/themes into one’s paper.  Proper bibliographic citation style will be important.  The English instructor will also work a lot with library research methods.

Biography Assignment

In one English course session, the class will review how to utilize library resources to find biographical information about some individual whose historical importance has been discussed in the History course.  Sample short biographies will be examined for style and structure.  Students will then go find this biographical information about some individual, and write up a one or two page biographical summary of them, with a short bibliography of important sources.  There will also be a paragraph explaining how the students conducted their research.  Students will be graded on writing style, completeness of information, and proper citation style.  
Map Assignment

Students will be give a blank line map of the Southeast Asian region, and told to find atlases, so that they can label their maps with rivers, cities, country names, and any other important features.  The final exam will have another blank map that they will have to label.

Book Review Assignment

After reviewing how book reviews are written, and after reading and discussing other book reviews, students will have to write their own review of an appropriate book.

Definitions

Students will be given a list of topic-related words that they will have to find the definitions for.  In addition to the definitions, they will have to provide written citations to their sources.  Students will be tested again on their knowledge of definitions at the end of the course.
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