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FOREWORD
~ dezigned to acquaint new
0ls Geographical Q00¢eby and
thiough the minutes the

7 spring issue will be pro~

The editosr is asied to remind mambers that 1957 dues should
he sent to the Secretary-Troa Miss Mary Grant, J. Sterling
Morta* Juaiocr College, C (PLBASE - we nesd your
dues. )

§

% The society wishes to thank the Illinois Council for the Social
Studias for the enclosed cad aanouncement of meetings for both

! societies. The I,G.S. furnished them for both societies last year.

:

. The editor wighes to thank all members who have contributed to
ths news for this Bulletin sc promptly and generousliy. It is our
2ope that there will be contributions from a larger number next year.

)
.

MILDRED I. FINNEY, Editor
1linois Geographical Society Bulletin




THE PURPOSE OF THE ITILINOIS CEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY*
T e
Qy
Charles C. Colly
- Whnt iz the purvose of the Iilincis Jeogravhic Socisty? Whatever it
mey bz it should bz cver and above the purpose of the 3tate Aczdemy of
Sclence. As I see the matter the Stste Acadewy is ar outlet for worl done

at the college and university levels. By membership in ths aca g80-

graphy helrs to hild its position in academic circlss. In tie past geo-

grazhers have contributed rzlativsly little to the genersi sessions of the

Lcademy. In my opinion this has been a mizitaka and zhould be corrected.

it deserves the full and
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he Academy should not represe
active attention of the gecographers of ths state. Tais obvious conclusion
does not imply that the Iilincis Geograrhic Socisty has no rcle at the
Acadonmy meeting.

Attendance through many yezrz at ths sessions of the State Academy of

- Science leads to the conclusions as to the conditions and circumstances

ot

which aff attendance at the soring meetingz. In ths paszt attendance at

oo

the meetings and contributicus to the programs of tie geograpay section of

C

the Academy a2imost exclusively has come from cigh universities;

nancly, The Univergity of Chicago, Northwestern University, and Horthern

Illinois State Teachers College in Northern Illinois: The Univarsity of
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Iilinois, Illiinols State Normal University, Western Illinois State College,

and Xaztern IZlinois State Colliese in ths central part of the stats, and

Southsrn Illinois University from ths south. This means that thz contribut-

ing centers are distributed widely and that, as the site of the Acadeny
meetings varies from year to year, lonz drives are inevitable for meny of
the geographers attending the meetings. Commonly, those who travel long

¥Prasent=d at a called meeting of the Illinois Geographic Society at
Moumouth College, ilar 7, 195k.
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distances make their drives on Thursday and thus are on location by

evening of that day. These carly arvivals may attend th2 zensral sessions

ccioively for thes pur-

inz Thursday evening or a luncheon mseting on Fridsy?

o

way, would invade the mrerogetives of senvion B or the gsueral progran.

Such a plan would recoznize that 21l gscgrarphic papers should be offered

to and pregeuced at the ssgsion or sessions of the Cecgravhic Section, and
that the Geograpric Society should take gtups 1o get Illinois geographers
acguainted.

L custeonm of recent yeavs 1s that geograpnsrs attending the State
Leadsrr Loave imacdiately after the cloge of the sessionsg of the Geography
Section on Friday afternocon. This practice iguores the dianer meeting of
the Acaldemy -~ a practice rmuch opan Lo queztion. It algo ignorcs the possi-
bilitvy of a Saturday morning field excursicn - a vory zrofitsble undertaking

in tiuss past.

Ore ceunct cscape the convicticn that the purpose or purposes of the
Iliinois Geographic Society shou’ld yaflect the nceds of geongraphy and the
opperiunities for geographsys in Iliinois. 1n this coanecticn it sheuld
ve realized that 2 majority of Illinois professional geographers are em-
ployed by the shate and are rescponsible for the development of this Tield
of learning.

Geograpny in the elementary and secondary schools always is under

fire. For this reason the geographers of the state might well give active

L
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attention to the promotion of geography at the elemsntary and secondary
levels. Except as our college and wilvergity geographsys have taught geo-

granhy to studsnts wh wassauent: h in the clementary and gecondary

e done 1little or

schoola, the collieg

N ~ . * 21, ST N o A 1. T gy e e eete LT = o
to promote geogiaphy in the gitate. Possibly this dmporteont line of eflort
ey ~ e T . *
ght congtitute a purpose of ihe Illinois Society. ‘Teaching

in the elemsntary sclndls

matier field. It
to oyercise an impact o1 education &
working through the Cecgraphic
developmert of geogreaphy in the golosl

etterpted comoztent lesdersil

able? To my nmind, this iz a real question in

the CGeographic Soclieby of Illinois is ©o continue.

Many wembers of ths Illincis CGeographic Society are teaching in the

gecondasy schools. In some high schools geography is thriviag in capatle

hands. JIn others it is conaspicuous by its abzence or is
can our nociety do to promcie gssgroply ot the high school Isvel? We need

a thorough factual survey of the situation eud a forwald-.odking program.

3
[
(63
f—d
©
]
[©]
<
]
13
=
[$]
4]
£
ot
=
93
0]
o
6]
jo
t
L]
0]
<
[63]
]
@)
o]
h
O
‘S
B
5
=
0]
2}
[o]
{
b
3
0]
(7]
o
u
jaa]
[¢]
t
]
-
g

hiztory of gsogranhy within the state. Each of ths coilege and univerzity
departments has contributed to the growth of geography in Iilinois and in
the nation. The first departrmant of geography to be egteblished in the
United States was the Departnent of Ceography at the Urniversity of Chicago.

It tegan its work fifty years ago under the leadershin of Roland D. Salisbury.

s celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the

e

The University




Derartment of Geograpay, and obt the alumni celabraticn on Juns 5th of this

yeer, I em to discuss tThe grovih of the department under the title "Harrative

. of Doug h : irportant place in Iliincis educa-

4 d oy Iy g Py Y. O KN - . oy rray- E e - ey
tion. Ceacgraphy at Fastern iliinois State Colleze begarn in the carable

]

hands ©

late J, Paul Gooca, Hoch of the other
despertments has an egceliens vocord end tiat recexd needs Lo be written into

readedlie form. A toeries of geogreriyy i each of thezs ingtitutions is
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conpieted, ths resuits could

When once all are comnplstel, they might bz published togsther as a volume

~

[

n ths histery of gecgraphy in Illinois.

The Geographic Society of Iilinois might well become a forum for the

F)

33 < R R o I S oo - oy K ) N
- digcussion ¢f matitcrs of importancs in ths use of
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in ths vvomotion of the welfare of ths pocopls of the state. The opinion of

g any cns gengeanher cr of any deparimernt of geogradiy is lwportant ard at
timzs is infiuential., The intezrated orinion of all the geographers of the

1 of the departments of geogsaphy would be much more influential.

Problems of conservation furnish an exzwple., Recently I proposed the

development of a new state park ia Iliinois. I have called it the SYNCLINAL

" stern end of the Shawnes Fills and is
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biclogical, ard gcenic attracticus.

Would it not be dssiradbls for the geosgraphsrs at a meeting of the Socicty

» 5 £

to visgit the areas and weizh the advantages and disadvantages of my proposal?

Should the g2ogrephsrs as a group support my recommandation, the mattsr would
at once become of large import in state planning.
Geography in Illipois is in a state of good heglth. In addition to the

centers previously named, geography is expertly represented at Bradley
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University, Augustana College, Concordia College, and Chicago Normal College.
The Chicago Undergraduate Division of the University of Iilincis has a
flourishing geograprhy staff, and the Geographic Society of Chicago aas a
naubhsrshin of nore than two thousand.

m

This listinz by no weans cxhausts the evidence of geogravhic strength

in Illinois, but it does point to the need of a well-organized and fliourish-

3

ing Tllinois Geogrephic Socizty.

It may be intercsting to re
follow through on several of the
knowledge the lunch=oan business
Tilinois Acaddemy of Sciences,
of a nmhersuip of o
Society.

+ may be worth considering having the anruzl business meeling at the
time of the Soring Mazting of the Society this year, March 15 at Joliet Junior
College, since many wore elementary and high school members atiteud tais meet-

ol

ing, wather than the Iiilinois Academy of Sclience.

In the program of the Mid--winter useuivg at Navy Pler last February,
there wos a nanel evaluaiion of gen :aghy texVHOOKg at elamentary and high
schoel Savals. Copliss of the North Dakota survey ars availeble on loan from

the 1.,0.3., editor.

Mention should be made of ths coopsration tetween the Illinods Geograrh-
ical %oci-*v and the Ilxinoie Counci’y for the Socicl Studties. The gsogravhy
ection in the sprics and fall weetings of the latier society has bzen under
he sponsorehip of geographers. At tas fall mesting in Peoria, Lr. Albert
Prown ennounced Lhat the A, J. Nystrom Compauy had offered to publish a
+

councillor devotad to Geograpuy. Members of both socicties will work om this
project.

[R]

rdinator's Report of tha past two years has carrisd an excellent
the activities of the ILliilnois Ceographicel Socievy. Our president
Taidig is out state coordinator.

The
accowyt O
Dr. Kera
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