ILLINOIS GEOGAPHICAL SOCIETY
FALL WORK SESSION:  NOVEMBER 14, 2009
DeSoto House – Parker Room, Galena, Illinois
1:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Minutes of Work Session
Minutes of Special Session

Executive Council Members 
In attendance:  Tallia Del Bianco, Len Ealey, Charles Fuller, Darrell Kruger, Ani Smith, Mike Sublett, Jill Thomas, Keith Yearman
Not in attendance:  Michael Cornebise, Emily Good, Ty Liles, Chris Sutton
IGS Members Present:  Judy Bock

I.   Review of last meeting of a fall work session minutes – Jill Thomas
	Meeting called to order (1:30 p.m.) and minutes distributed and OK

II.  Revision of Constitution:  President an Vice President’s 2-year term – Keith Yearman
· Proposed that a small committee look at changing the terms of office to two years
· Question:
· Can a president or vice president serve more terms?  Current Constitution allows an officer to stay in office should there be no replacement.  Last three presidents served two terms each for this reason
· Advantages of a 2-year term:
· Continuity:  First year spent “figuring it out.” Second year can accomplish something.
· Negatives of a 2-year term:  
· Long time serving on the Executive Board:  two years as Vice-President, two years as President, and two years as Past-President
· Discussion about putting Constitutional amendment into mailing with information about the annual meeting followed.  Then Society could review and vote on it at the next meeting.
· Thomas called for a small committee.  Discussion resulted in feeling that this work could be accomplished at this fall meeting (rather than convening a committee). Yearman confirmed that there was a quorum.	


SPECIAL SESSION OF THE ILLINOIS GEOGRAHICAL SOCIETY EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
NOVEMBER 14, 2009
DeSoto House – Parker Room, Galena, Illinois

I. Motion:  Convene a special session of the Illinois Geographical Society’s Executive Council. 
a. Motion made by Ealey.  Second – Del Bianco.  Motion passed.
b. Session convened at 2:30 p.m.

II. Motion:  Amend ARTICLE 4, Section 3 of the Illinois Geographical Society Constitution regarding terms of office for the positions of Vice-President, Past-President, and Vice-President to be two terms. 
a. Motion made by Del Bianco.  Second – Ealey.
b. Disussion
i. Smith noted that Past-President should not be part of motion, as the Past-President is not mentioned in ARTICLE 4, Section 3.
ii. Ealey suggested an amendment to the original motion to delete reference to the Past-President.  
iii. ARTICLE 5, Section 1 refers to “two immediate Past-Presidents” as serving on the Executive Council, but no term of service is identified.  A vote on this amendment would affect this Article.  
1. Sublett commented that this would increase a commitment of a person to six years.
2. Thomas thought providing a duty to the Past-President, such as being in charge of the Nominating Committee, would bring more purpose to this position.
3. Ealey suggested the addition of another bullet under ARTICLE 4, Section 4:  “(g)  The Past-President shall chair the Nominating Committee.”
4. Ealey suggested two changes in wording
a. ARTICLE 5, Section 1, removing reference to two past Presidents:  “. . . Central Office Director, the Past-President, Representative of the . . .”
b.  ARTICLE 5, Section 1, add:  “The Past- President shall serve for two (2) years.”
c. Yearman suggested that the latter wording appear under ARTICLE 4, Section 3, where other terms of office are listed.
iv. Sublett recognized that ARTICLE 6, Section 3 should be revised to reflect the proposed duty of the Past-President:  
1. Delete current wording regarding the President appointing a Nominating Committee.
2. Replace with:  “The Past-President shall appoint a committee of two (2) to serve with he or she to serve with on the Nominating Committee.”
c. Del Bianco stipulated that the above changes regarding the President, Vice-President, and Past-President be made to her original motion.

Overview of Changes:
	
	Current Constitution Wording
	Proposed Wording (New Wording)

	ARTICLE 4, Section 3
	The President and Vice-President shall assume official duties immediately following the regular Annual Meeting of the association and shall serve for a term of one (1) year or until their successors shall be elected.  The Secretary, Treasurer, Editor of the Bulletin, Central Office Director, and Coordinator of the Illinois Geographic Alliance shall assume their official duties immediately following the regular Annual Meeting and shall serve for three (3) years or until their successors shall be selected (whichever come first).
	The President and Vice-President shall assume official duties immediately following the regular Annual Meeting of the association and shall serve for a term of two (2) years or until their successors shall be elected.  The Secretary, Treasurer, Editor of the Bulletin, Central Office Director, and Coordinator of the Illinois Geographic Alliance shall assume their official duties immediately following the regular Annual Meeting and shall serve for three (3) years or until their successors shall be selected (whichever come first).  The Past-President shall serve for two (2) years.

	ARTICLE 4, Section 4
	(No current reference to this proposed addition.)
	Add
(g)  The Past-President shall chair the Nominating Committee.

	ARTICLE 5, Section 1
	The Executive Council shall consist of the President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, Editor of the Bulletin, Central Office Director, two immediate past-Presidents, Representative to the National Council for Geographic Education, Coordinator of the Illinois Geographic Alliance, Applied Geographer, and three Members-At-Large. . . .
	The Executive Council shall consist of the President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, Editor of the Bulletin, Central Office Director, the Past-President, Representative to the National Council for Geographic Education, Coordinator of the Illinois Geographic Alliance, Applied Geographer, and three Members-At-Large. . . .

	ARTICLE 6, Section 3
	At least four weeks prior to the date of the Annual Meeting, the President shall appoint a committee of three (3) to be known as the Nominating Committee.  The duties of this committee shall be to provide a slate of officers; to have general charge of the election; and to prepare, distribute, collect, and count the ballots.
	At least four weeks prior to the date of the Annual Meeting, the Past-President shall appoint a committee of two (2) to serve with he or she on the Nominating Committee.  The duties of this committee shall be to provide a slate of officers; to have general charge of the election; and to prepare, distribute, collect, and count the ballots.



d. Vote was taken.  Motion, as identified in the Over of Changes, passed unanimously.

III. Motion:  End Special Session
a. Motion made by Ealey.  Second by Fuller.  Motion approved unanimously.
b. Special Session ended at 2:24 p.m.


Fall Work Session Continues:

III. Upcoming IGS Annual Meetings:  
a. 2010 Rockford – Keith Yearman
i. “Update on Rockford 2010” distributed.  Joe Kubal will be chair of this event.
ii. Topic is “Big City, Little Town;” meeting will be held April 29 – May 1, 2010
iii. Joe Kubal was able to negotiate the room rate to $65/night – confirmed.
iv. Mailing of Annual Meeting information, including hotel information, was sent Nov. 13, 2009 and should be received by membership next week.
v. Regular field trip will consist of visits to the Rockford Airport, a dairy farm, possibly the Green Giant Cannery, and possibly the local ethnic museum (Swedish) and listening to speakers about local history and from the Midwest Dairy Association
vi. Speakers for luncheon and banquet are not confirmed, but hoping for the mayor of Rockford and a speaker about transportation issues and new Bullet train.
vii. In addition to the regular field trip, Kubal will offer a pre-meeting field trip in Rochelle, seeing the switchyard.
b. 2011 Macomb – chaired by Chris Sutton
i. All seems on track – no report at this time.
c. 2012 – No proposals at this time; Thomas will seem out some possibilities.
d. 2013 The Tale of Three Cities (Metropolis, Cairo, and Paducah) – Len Ealey
i. “2013 IGS Annual Meeting Proposal” distributed.  Ealey would be Chair of this event.
ii. Early investigations into lodging:  Courtyard by Marriott for $99/night (No negotiations have yet occurred to see if rate can be decreased.)
iii. Field trip would include visits to the three cities to note the differences in recent developments (socio-economic and cultural) between the three cities. Although Paducah, KY has become known for quilts and quilting events, it has a historical focal point of William Clark Market House and the River Discovery Center.  Metropolis is known as the Hometown of Superman, so economy and local events revolve around this.  While Cairo has fallen on very hard times, it has a unique cultural past as the gateway to the U.S. (Customs House overseen by U. S. Grant), as a steamboat port, and as a strategic location during the Civil War.  The Cache River State Natural Area (Cypress Swamp) would also be part of the tour.
iv. Ealey hoped IGS members would be OK with including KY as part of the trip, as well as hoping to hold paper sessions at U of KY in Paducah.  He has spoken in the past with Kay Gandy, KY Alliance Coordinator and will pursue this further if IGS Executive Council approves this proposal.
e. 201X The Land:  Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow – Len Ealey
i. Ealey distributed “201X IGS Annual Meeting Proposal” for a future Annual Meeting.
ii. Lodging would be in Canton or Lincoln
iii. The Field Trip would include Emiquon Preserve, Dickson Mounds Museum, Sand Ridge State Forest, and the Jake Wolf State Hatchery, and possibly a wind farm.
iv. Spoon River College or Lincoln College are possible sites for the paper sessions.
v. Ealey was asked if 2012 would be a possibility for this proposal, he explained that other personal commitments would make it very difficult for him to chair an annual meeting until 2013.
f. 2014 – 75th Anniversary of IGS
i. Consider where first meeting was held (Normal?) as a potential site.
ii. Could provide a small (paper weight, etc.) as a commemorate gift to attendees to celebrate the event.  Ealey stated that there was enough money in the coffers to do this.
iii. Might consider something a little different for this special meeting, i.e., train trip between places, trip on the Spirit of Peoria train.

IV. Community Outreach Person, Geography Website Clearinghouse, and the new face of Illinois Geography (IGS, IGA, GSC) – Thomas
a. Discussion combined Agenda Items
b. There should be someone to promote who we are and what we doing.
c. Chris Sutton brought up the idea of IGS presence on Facebook and/or Twitter 
i. Council members were interested in establishing a Facebook page.  
1. It would establish communication between IGS and  . . . the world
a. Promote events
b. Etc.
2. Start with GTU and state colleges/universities to notify them of Facebook
3. Younger audience uses Facebook – could help revitalize IGS, get new/more members, etc.
4. Could be used to create a dialogue between geography students and others interested in geography
ii. Thomas will ask Sutton to contact Adriane Powell of the IGA and Walter Keats or Celeste Fraser of the GSC to coordinate efforts to have an “Illinois Geography Facebook Page.”
d. Some discussion regarding roles of each IL geography organization:
i. IGS – service, higher education, and geography professionals
ii. IGA – K-12 education
iii. GSC – community, education, clearinghouse for materials/geography education being started
e. Question to be considered:  Should one person be paid by IGS, IGA, and GSC to maintain Facebook and/or Geography Website Clearinghouse in the State, rather than having one organization be responsible or duplicating efforts between organizations?
i. The 3 organizations should work together to establish a commonalities, such as a calendar
1. Cohesive, so events don’t overlap and are spread out throughout the year
2. Communication with ROEs and other leaders in education
ii. Discuss the common goals and the individual goals
1. Public policy
2. Database management
3. Clearinghouse
4. All three organizations have these goals concerning education.
f. Ealey cautioned not to make decisions before there were plans and goals.
i. Step One – map out what to do; direction we are heading – goals; define the needs
ii. Step Two – pull resources of groups involved; assign organizations/people; be deliberate in what is done by each organization, for example, a calendar keeper.  
1. Keep common goals and efforts, but separate from the annual meeting.
iii. Ealey has provided leadership workshops to help set up similar types of organization and is willing to facilitate a meeting of IGS, IGA, and GSC to establish the bigger plan
1. Considering March 2010 as meeting date
2. Smith offered space at Field Museum after Geography Bee (attended/staffed by all three groups) on April 9, 2010.
3. Each organization will be invited to bring 2-3 people.
4. Planning:
a. Needs
b. Goals
c. Overlap
d. Alignment
5. Topics:
a. Public awareness
b. Policy influence
c. Databases
d. Pre-service and in-service workshops

V. Research Grant Proposal Committee – Jill Thomas
a. An idea of Thomas that needs more information discussed

VI. New Business
a. Yearman – Should IGS post old Executive Council and Business Meeting minutes online in a digital website archives?
i. Already in digital format
ii. Council members thought this would be a good idea and he should proceed with this.
b. Sublett – Are the Bulletins online?  Are they/can they be indexed?
i. Yearman - Not yet completed 
ii. Kruger – possibility that a GA he already has working for him could index the Bulletins.

VII. Work Session adjourned – 4:02 p.m.
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