IGS Summer Field Day – Tentative Agenda
 “Aurora - Second City and Its Environs”

July 16, 2011
Introduction


Not to be confused with Chicago, which is often called America’s “Second City,” Aurora (www.enjoyaurora.com) currently is touted as the second largest city in Illinois.  In 2011, it had an estimated population of 197,899.  Aurora was incorporated in 1845 and its motto, appropriately, is “Second to None.”   Our 2011 IGS Summer Field Day will explore “The City of Lights” and we will examine aspects of historical and cultural geography during the field day as well as urban geography and urban planning.
We will meet at 9:00 a.m. in front of the Aurora Area Convention & Visitors Bureau, 43W. Galena Boulevard (630-897-5581).  Street parking on weekends is free in the downtown area.  In the event that participants cannot find street parking, a public parking garage is available for only $2.00 per day at the corner of River and Galena, a half-block away from our starting point.  

Downtown Aurora 

The downtown area can be thought of as an architectural museum.  “On display, you will find everything from a building using pegged joints and hand-hewn timbers to modern sculptures.”  See www.auroradowntown.org.  We will be walking for about an hour or so around the downtown area.  The architectural walk of the downtown area will be led by John Jaros of the Aurora Historical Society.  Costs for this portion of the field trip are being subsidized by the Illinois Geographical Society.
Paramount Theatre

Next, our tour will include a stop at the famous Paramount Theatre located at 23 E. Galena Boulevard (630-896-6666).  Built in the heyday of movie palaces, the Art Deco Paramount is currently restored to its past splendor.  See www.paramountaurora.com.  Costs for the tour are $5.00 per person and can be paid at the door.
Ballydoyle Irish Pub and Restaurant

A lunch stop is being considered at this local downtown eatery.  The restaurant is noted for boxty, a traditional Irish dish. Ballydoyle is located at 28 W. New York Street (630-844-0400).  See www.balldoylepub.com.for a complete menu. Lunch is on your own.
Hollywood Casino 
After lunch, we will have a short presentation regarding the impact that this casino had on the revitalization of the downtown area.  The casino has over 53,000 square feet of gaming space and features slots, blackjack, poker, and more.  The Hollywood Casino is located at 1 New York Street Bridge (630-801-1234).  See www.hollywoodcasinoaurora.com
America’s Historic Roundhouse


Next, we will visit and have a short talk about the U.S.’s oldest lime railroad roundhouse.  Built in 1856, this unique structure was renovated by Chicago Bear’s notable, Walter Payton.  It currently is home to a comedy theatre and a microbrewery.  Its address is 205 N. Broadway (630-264-BREW).  See www.rh34.com.
Sri Venkateswara Swami Temple of Greater Chicago

We next stop at this beautiful Hindu temple (1145 W. Sullivan Road, 630-844-2252) where we will tour the building and receive a brief introduction to the Hindu religion.  See www.balaji.org.

Relict Communities

Our last stopovers will be at the remnants of the small town of Eola and a church that has been viable for over 150 years.  Our own Keith Yearman will speak about the significance of Eola, a small, once rural, community. We will car caravan to the old Eola Post Office located at 6S404 Eola Road (630-851-2288) for Keith’s presentation.  Our final destination is the Big Woods Congregational Church (3S477 Eola Road, 630-898-0451) which has served an area that has undergone recent suburbanization.  However, even here, there still are a few scattered corn and soybean fields remaining.
The Field Day should conclude by 5:00 p.m.  Interstate I-88 with easy east or west access is located nearby.  If there is interest, we may dine for supper in the area.
 For more information about the Field Day, please contact Joe Kubal, 2011 IGS Field Day Coordinator at SMKubal0712@aol.com or call 630-983-6159.  The day of the Field Trip, please call Joe’s cell phone at 630-470-3807.
