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Now More Than Ever…

The College of DuPage Foundation,
a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization,
was established in 1967, the year the
college was founded. Its mission is
to obtain and steward contributions
to expand educational and cultural
opportunities for the College of
DuPage community. The Foundation
Board comprises leaders who live
and/or work in College District 502
and serve on a volunteer basis. With
$9.2 million in assets, the Foundation
has a lasting impact on assisting
the college with its greatest needs.
Meetings are held bimonthly on the
third Monday of January, March, May,
July, September and November.



Maureen Buckley, Treasurer and Chair,

Golf and Scholarship Committee

College of DuPage Foundation Board

of Trustees

Thank You!!!
With your support the

Foundation provided more
than $270,000 in scholarships
to deserving C.O.D. students

this past year.

Thank You!!!
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Dear Alumni and Friends of C.O.D.,

One of the most interesting benefits of serving on the C.O.D. Foundation
Board of Trustees is receiving copies of the thank-you notes and letters
that student scholarship recipients send to the Foundation. No matter
how busy my schedule may be, I always make time to read these inspiring
notes, because it keeps me focused on the purpose of the work we do.

The mission of the college is to provide a higher education to those in
our community. We are privileged to live in a wonderful community with
excellent schools and services, but we can’t lose sight of the fact that many
students would not be financially able to pursue an advanced degree if
it were not for the scholarships they receive.

We have numerous single parents who are pursuing a degree to improve
their earning potential. We have students who thought they were destined
for far-away schools, but due to family emergencies those funds are no
longer available.

During the 2007-2008 school year, the Foundation offered nearly
$300,000 in student scholarships. The Foundation manages more than
100 scholarships that are funded by individuals, community clubs and
organizations, and corporations.

“Now, more than ever” students need and appreciate your support of
the Foundation’s scholarship program.

I’m going to end this letter to you by saying thank you for your continued
and generous support and by echoing a quote from a student scholarship
recipient’s note:

“I will do my absolute best to honor your donation.”

Sincerely,

Maureen Buckley
Treasurer and Chair, Golf and Scholarship Committee
College of DuPage Foundation Board of Trustees

…Our Students Need
and Appreciate Your Gifts



The George L. Seaton
Society … Are You
a Member?
The George L. Seaton Society is
named in memory of College of
DuPage’s founding board of trustees
chairman. Mr. Seaton’s foresight
helped establish College of DuPage
and the College of DuPage Foundation
in 1967, bringing community college
higher education to District 502.

The Seaton Society was launched in
2000 to recognize special friends who
have remembered the College of
DuPage Foundation in their estate
plans, ensuring that George Seaton’s
legacy will live on.

Membership in the Seaton Society
is obtained by simply informing the
College of DuPage Foundation that
you have established a legacy gift,
such as a bequest in your will or
living trust, a charitable remainder
trust, designation as a life insurance
or retirement account beneficiary or
other planned gift. This can be done
by completing a short, nonbinding
letter of intent (which is kept in
confidence).This document states
a prospective donor’s intention to
make a gift and also may contain
the donor’s wishes as to the specific
purpose of the gift. The letter of
intent is not legally binding and can
be revoked or changed at any time
by the prospective donor.

For further information, contact
Tom Simandl, manager of
development, at (630) 942-3848 or
Simandl@cod.edu. Requests for
donor anonymity are always honored.

9th Annual Scholarship
Reception a Night of
Celebration
Each fall, the C.O.D. Foundation sets
aside an evening to bring together
donors, student scholarship recipients,
faculty and staff as a way of saying
thank you to those who contribute
and congratulations to those who
benefit from their generosity.

Mike Trench, executive director of
the Foundation, explained to the
crowd that the evening was about
“dreams coming true, because for
many students, it is a scholarship
that makes their education possible.
Scholarships provide students with
an extra boost not only financially,
but it is also tangible proof that
someone believes in them enough to
invest in their potential and
contribute toward their future.”

Special thanks and recognition also
were given to the C.O.D. Financial
Aid Office staff for coordinating the
selection process.

During the 2007-2008 school year,
the Foundation granted scholarships
to 233 C.O.D. students.
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Mikhail Berlin, recipient of the Veterans
Textbook Scholarship, expresses his thanks
and announces his recent U.S. citizenship
at the Oct. 22 Scholarship Reception.

“I hope to represent the
scholarship in a positive
manner and give back to my
community as you have.”

•••

“At a time when my stress
of raising a family and going
to school is sky high, it gives
me peace to know that I don’t
have the financial burden
on top of everything else.”

•••

“My husband works
construction and has seen
his slowest year in a decade.
Without your gift I would not
have been able to enroll
this semester.”



“Receiving this scholarship
at my (GED) commencement
ceremony was one of the best
moments in my lifetime.”

•••

“There is always a bit of
‘sticker shock’ felt as the
bookstore cashier hands you
the total bill.”

•••

“Growing up in a less
privileged community not
only has offered financial
and academic challenges,
but more importantly it has
made me realize the value
of a college education.”

•••

“This will allow me to better
focus on my studies and
not have to worry as much
about the financial aspect
of my schooling.”

•••

“I am so excited, thankful
and in tears for the difference
this scholarship will make
in my ability to complete
my degree.”

•••

“I will do my absolute best
to honor your donation.”

Alumni Outreach Project
Focus of Coming Years
During the past year, the College
of DuPage Foundation staff began
work on re-establishing contact
with C.O.D. alumni. The first step
in this effort required updating the
records and addresses of the 42,000
men and women who have earned
a C.O.D. degree.

“Historically, the Foundation has
not had access to C.O.D. alumni,
but we have now made it a priority
to better communicate and engage
this very important segment of
our constituency,” said Mike
Trench, executive director of the
Foundation. “To say we are excited
about this effort is a tremendous
understatement, because there
are no better advocates for C.O.D.
than its alumni!”

Alumni should look forward to
receiving more communication in
the coming months. They will be
encouraged to attend campus events,
share their own C.O.D. stories and
support the college with their gifts
of time and/or resources.

Helping Sustain
Quality Medical Care
as Demand Rises

College of DuPage is a prominent
supplier of employees in
healthcare-related jobs in DuPage
County. With the demands in this
area ever-increasing with our aging
population, the C.O.D. Foundation
has an initiative under way to
Strengthen the Pulse of Healthcare
in Our Community.

The Foundation is assisting the
college to enhance the quality of
education afforded students
pursuing healthcare careers through:

• Healthcare instructional
positions

• Scholarships
• In-kind gifts
• Naming opportunities

If you would like to support any of
these strategic areas, please contact
Joe Skvara, interim director of major
gifts, at (630) 942-2286.

Charitable IRA
Good news for those over
70 1/2 with IRAs:

For a limited time, under the
extended charitable IRA legislations,
you can make a gift to the C.O.D.
Foundation from your IRA without
incurring tax consequences.
Contact Tom Simandl, manager of
development, at (630) 942-3848 for
more information.
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During a fall tour of the emerging Health
and Science Center, C.O.D. Foundation
Board Member Roshan Goel, left, and
President Michelle Panovich view the
work in progress.




