Dear Student,

 

As part of your final assignment and final grade in English 1101, you will write a reflective letter for your class portfolio that tells how you met the course goals below. Your instructor will give you further details. The letter will accompany final versions of your writing projects from English 1101.

 

Your letter will be read by a team of English faculty who are studying how well students are learning in English 1101. Even though COD instructors have many different approaches to teaching English 1101, we all aim for the same learning goals. Here are the goals:

 

At the end of English 1101, students should be able to demonstrate these abilities:

 

1. Demonstrate a thoughtful and productive writing process. Use writing to generate and create ideas, refine writing through feedback, and produce multiple drafts that result in a polished final project.

 

2. Develop and support a thesis. Define your topic and viewpoint, support your viewpoint with reasonable evidence and analysis, and address an appropriate audience. 

 

3. Demonstrate the ability to organize a text overall, with deliberate structure and paragraphing, to meet the expectations of the audience and the rhetorical goals of the assignment.

 

4. Respond critically and creatively to the writings of others to develop your own ideas, using formal citation (MLA or other documentation). Use summaries, paraphrases, and/or quotations purposefully and appropriately to support your viewpoint.

 

5. Write effective sentences with variety and clarity, employing suitable vocabulary in response to the topic and audience.

 

And your assignment is…
 

Write a letter describing how you have achieved these five goals over the course of the semester, using the writing projects in your portfolio as evidence that you have met the goals. Be sure to write at least one paragraph addressing each goal. Use specific examples from your work as you show what you have gained from the course.

 

Keep in mind that this letter counts toward your final grade. (In other words, don’t blow it off!!) However, there is nothing to prevent you from having a little fun with it. 
 

With your letter, please submit the final versions of your major writing projects from the course. These can be printouts or photocopies. (You won’t get them back, since we will be using them in our study.) Thank you, and we look forward to reading your work!

 

The Composition Program Steering Committee
