Pre-assessment Questions – Results per question
The number of the specific learning outcome addressed follows each question, e.g. Outcome 1-3. For the complete list of College of DuPage Library Student Learning Outcomes (2003), go to http://www.cod.edu/library/services/faculty/infolit/learningoutcomes.htm
Correct answers are in red. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

1. Scholarly journals like Journal of Marriage and Family usually do not contain advertisements. What are two other characteristics of scholarly journals? CHOOSE ALL THAT APPLY. [Outcome 2.1 & 3-2]

a. Research study reports

b. Articles written by professional writers

c. No cited references at the end of the article

d. Articles written by experts in the field
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2. If an idea belongs to someone else, is it ethical to use it in your research paper? [Outcome 6-1]

a. Yes, if you obtain the author’s permission.

b. No, using another person’s ideas always is considered plagiarism.

c. Yes, if you give credit to the person from whom you got the idea.

d. Yes, but only if you paraphrase the idea.
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3. Which group of keywords best describes the search information needed for the following assignment: Prepare a presentation about the achievements of women in the United States. [Outcome 1-5]
     a. Women, United States, presentation
     b. Presentation, women, achievements
     c. Gains, achieved, United States
     d. Women, achievements, United States
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4. You are writing a paper on automobile safety and tires. You have found several sources. Which source would be the most trustworthy and objective? [Outcome 5-2]

a. Report from an automobile association.

b. Survey from a tire manufacturer.

c. Article in an automobile magazine.

d. Article in Newsweek magazine
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5. In your religion course you have learned some basic facts about Chinese religions. You have selected Taoism as the topic for your major paper for the course.  Which resource is most likely to provide the most thorough information for your paper? (Outcome 2-1)

a. Newspaper

b. Website

c. Magazine

d. Book
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6. To determine if an author is qualified to write on a specific topic, what kind of source would most likely provide trustworthy information about the author’s qualifications?  CHOOSE ALL THAT APPLY. [Outcome 5-2] 
a. General encyclopedia article

b. Biographical article in a reference book

c. Author’s organization Web site

d. The author’s Weblog
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7. Which of the following statements are generally true about a library article database? CHOOSE ALL THAT APPLY.

      a.  Searchable by keyword or subject.

      b. Provides the full-text of all articles.

      c. Contains only library-owned materials.

      d. Contains references to scholarly journals and popular magazines.
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8. What is an example of a primary source of information? [Outcome 2-1]
     a.  An editorial in a newspaper
     b. An original research study journal article
     c. An opinion essay in a magazine
     d. A biography
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9. Your school is organizing a campaign to make students more aware of the dangers of driving while drunk.   Which source would offer students an eyewitness introduction to this subject? (Outcome 2-1)

     a. A written report for students to read

     b. A video showing car accidents caused by drunk drivers

     c. An in-person talk by someone injured in a drunk driving accident

     d. An encyclopedia article about the effect of alcohol on driving
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10. You want to find the most items you can about your research question: Should cell phones be banned while driving? How would you search for the information? [Outcome 2-3]
     a. cell phones or driving
     b. cell phones and driving
     c. cell phones not driving
     d. cell phones driving
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11. You are using a research database that uses an asterisk (*) as its truncation symbol. When you type in “ident,” you would find items that contain which of the following words? CHOOSE ALL THAT APPLY. [Outcome 2-3) 
     a. identity
     b. identification
     c. identities
     d. driver’s license
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12. You are researching causes of stress in college students. Which words below are related or alternate terms for the word “college”? (Outcome 1-5]

a. Stress, college, students

b. Depression, homework, responsibilities

c. University, undergraduate, post-secondary
d. Causes, papers, test

[image: image12.emf]0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

Question 12

31 17 152 3 1

a b c d na


13. What kind of source is this?
Identity Fraud Has Dropped Since 2003, Survey Shows. John Leland. New York Times. (Late Edition (East Coast)). New York, N.Y.: Feb 6, 2007.  pg. A.17   [Outcome 3-2)       

a. Newspaper article

b. Book

c. Website

d. Magazine article 
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14. You are writing a paper for your ecology class. You first need information defining the term "watershed." What is your best choice for getting some brief background information?

a. Search for "watershed" in the library's online catalog. [Outcome 1-3]

b. Find journal articles about "watershed."

c. Look up "watershed" in general reference sources like an encyclopedia.

d. Type "watershed" in a Web search engine for a complete list of references on the topic.
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15. Popular magazines like Newsweek usually contain advertisements. What are two other characteristics of magazines? CHOOSE ALL THAT APPLY. [Outcome 2-1 & 3-2]

a. Research study reports

b. Articles written by professional writers

c. No cited references at the end of the article

d. Articles written by experts in the field
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16. What is the name of the journal in this reference? [Outcome 3.2]

Acheson, A., Richards, J.B., & De Wit, H. (2007). Effects of sleep deprivation on impulsive behaviors in men and women. Physiology & Behavior 91, 579-587.

a. Effects of sleep deprivation on impulsive behaviors in men and women.

b. Physiology & Behavior

c. Acheson, A.
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17. What do you need to do with this information below from the library catalog record to locate this book? [Outcome 3-4]

	Author
	Scott, Gini Graham 

	Title
	30 days to a more powerful memory / Gini Graham Scott

	Publ date
	New York : AMACOM, c2007


	

		




	

	LOCATION 
CALL NO. 
STATUS 
MESSAGE 
  General 
 BF385 .S36 2007      
  ON SHELF



a. Go to the library shelves and look for the book by the author's last name.

b. Use the call number and location to locate the item in the library.

c. Click on the call number to find the whole book online.

d. Ask the library to borrow a copy for you from another library.
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18. The library’s Interlibrary Loan service allows you to: [Outcome 4-3) 
      a.    Order from Amazon.com.
b. Get a library card from another library.
c. Ask your library to order a copy from another library.

d. Find out who has a book checked out and get it from that person.
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19. You are researching topics about public school education, but your search is not producing the specific information you need. Which is the best choice to narrow the topic and produce a more focused research question? [Outcome 1-4]
     a. Does bilingual education help children attending public schools?
     b. Should all school children receive free lunches?
     c. Should states require standardized testing for religious schools?
     d. Do labor unions help teachers keep their jobs?
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20. When evaluating sources of information, the date of the source: [Outcome 5-2]

a. Should never be more than 10 years old.

b. Is only critical in medical research.

c. Usually not important if it is a reliable source.

d. Is important depending on the topic.
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21. Which of the following is not a secondary source? [Outcome 2-1]

a. Encyclopedia article

b. Letters or correspondence
c. Newspaper article reporting about a research study

d. Biography
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22. Which word best describes the main subject of the following assignment:  "How do nutritional needs change as people age?" [Outcome 1-4]

a. Needs

b. Nutrition

c. Food

d. People
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23. Which of the following strategies would be useful for trying to confirm the accuracy of information on a Web page? CHOOSE ALL THAT APPLY. [Outcome 5-2)
a. Check the Web page author’s qualifications
b. Check the URL of the Web page.

c. Research other sources for the same information.

d. Find out which institution is hosting the Web page.
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24. You are asked to write a three-page research paper on the following question: Should colleges be allowed to restrict student speech? You have decided to enter two keywords into a Web search engine. Which two keywords will get the best results? [Outcome 2-3]
     a. Colleges and censorship
     b. Colleges and students
     c. Colleges and speech
     d. Colleges and restriction
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25. You want to use some of the information found in a magazine article for your paper. Which situations require that you cite the source of your information?. [Outcome 6-1] 

a. When you copy a whole paragraph.

b. When you paraphrase information from the article.
c. When the information is general, common knowledge.

d. When you quote a sentence from the article.
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