Composition Program Steering Committee 
Minutes

(approved)

Date: 9/13/07 

Attendees: Kies, Hazard, Allen, Evans, Stablein, McGrath, Reed

	Agenda Item:
	Discussion Summary:
	Action Items:

	Review of minutes
	Minutes were deemed acceptable. Jim is ok w/ his 2-yr term. Action items were completed.

	

	Review agenda
	We will set the agenda for the next meeting before we wrap up.

	

	Tom’s idea for guidelines about how much time to spend on an essay
	This should be part of a larger project, such as a website with guidance for students. Cathy said the North Central College Guide to Writing, Documentation, and Information Resources sponsored by NCC's English Department could be a model for COD to use. It is sold in NCC's bookstore. Jackie—startup is huge, first edition at Missouri was bad. There are good models available. Are we going to develop a rubric? Create cohesion across program. Handy for part-timers. How are we going to handle things like Tom’s request? We don’t want to be driven by ideas from outside the committee, but we DO want input and want people to tell us their ideas. We will set aside time in meetings to take up these questions.
Tom should expand his research and collect more data.

	Jim will talk to Tom about the agenda item and whether it’s for the steering committee or the department, how he wants it followed up. 
Bev should put the Comp Steering Committee on the agenda for the English meeting for a report.

	Report on English 1102 assessment
	The assessment results were good, showing that students know some concepts and have some vocabulary, but we don’t know how well they can apply these concepts in their own writing. The thesis item had poor results, but the essay that the students were reading was not all that well-written, which makes it harder to find the thesis. 

Do grades mean anything…. If students get passing grades, it should mean they have the skills. Part of the job of making a book like NC’s is the grading standards.

We need models for assessment projects/assignments…. A reflection assignment would get around the problem of what everyone teaches. We can use the rubric Lynn created.

We would have to ask instructors to make it count somehow. Get some volunteers and get them to brainstorm how to make it work.

Report at the dept meeting that we are in early stages of planning an assignment that would involve a reflective assignment at the end of the semester in 1101, looking for volunteers who already do this type of assignment or would be willing to incorporate it as a final assignment.

We should continue looking at other possible models. 1102 assessment should look at researched writing. We could take a random subset of the 1101 students whose reflective writing we reviewed and pull their final projects in 1102. Create a mini-longitudinal study.


	Bev will circulate materials from DMACC.

Karin will report out at dept meeting. Volunteers let us know.

Cathy will find Lynn’s rubric and copy the NC guidelines. 


	Catchphrase of the meeting
	“institutional climatic imperative for assessment”

	

	Next meeting
	Follow-up from dept meeting.

Possibly (or farther in the future), look at goals/outcomes statements in order to develop our assessment project and rubric.


	Jackie will pull together materials for the goals/outcomes.

Karin will send Jackie the rubric for her reflective assignment.


Submitted by Karin Evans

