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Dinosaurs have been big in Matthew
Bonnan’s life since he was in grade
school.
“It’s like forensics, piecing together a
puzzle to figure out what these things
did or were doing,” Bonnan said while
reminiscing about his childhood
dreams.
After graduating from Lake Park High
School, he scraped together $850 to join
his first volunteer dig at Hell Creek For-
mation in Glendive, Mont.
But it was an earth science class and a
radio show at COD from 1991 to 1993
that propelled him a few years later to-
ward the scientific discovery of 20-foot-
long dinosaur believed to be 195 million
years old.
National Geographic magazine recog-
nized Bonnan and his team in a No-
vember 2009 article on their unearthing
of the Jurassic period sauropod fossil
known as Aardonyx celestae. The 2006
dig was funded with a $15,000 National
Geographic grant and other smaller
grants from WIU.
Now a noted paleontologist, the 36-
year-old associate professor at Western
Illinois University credits COD with the
affordable start to his college education.
Born in Oak Park as the oldest of six
children from a working class family,
Bonnan knew there wouldn’t be
enough money for college.
He also knew that he had to be willing
to pursue his dreams if he were going
to accomplish them.

“COD provided me with an excellent
opportunity to take my core courses in
geology, biology and the liberal arts in
an environment that was both friendly,
and with faculty who realized most of
us were working and commuting,”
Bonnan said.
He found earth science Professor Mark
Sutherland’s course in paleontology to
be an excellent introduction to the sub-
ject of dinosaurs.
“Unlike other professors I encountered
later at larger universities, Mark
demonstrated that good, in-depth sci-
ence teaching could be inclusive rather
than exclusive,” Bonnan said.
“In other words, Mark showed me that
a good professor is a facilitator, not a
gatekeeper.”
WDCB public radio manager Scott
Wager also helped Bonnan by allowing
him to produce his own music show
called “Soundscapes,” with music ideal
for listening through headphones.
“I credit my experience (at WDCB) with
refining my speaking skills and learn-
ing how to tell an interesting story,”
Bonnan said.
During the summer of 1993, Bonnan
lived in a trailer on a $300 monthly in-
ternship stipend with paleontologist
Jim Kirkland and other researchers in
the middle of the Utah desert. For en-
tertainment one evening, he viewed
“Jurassic Park” for the first time, listen-
ing to his team point out the film’s sci-
entific errors.
After graduating with an associate’s de-

Professor of earth science Mark Suther-
land formerly taught a Fall Fossil Fest
course featuring a trip to Cincinnati, a fos-
sil dig and an exhibition of what students
found on the dig. Little did Sutherland
know one of his students would go on to
discover a 195 million-year-old dinosaur
fossil that would challenge long-believed
theories of the prehistoric species.

Where most students take earth science
courses to bypass chemistry and physics
while earning their general education sci-
ence credits, Matthew Bonnan was a stark
exception. At the beginning of the 1991
Fall Fossil Fest course, Bonnan handed
Sutherland an unassigned paper titled
“Bulk Homeothermy of the Sauropod Di-
nosaur.”

“It’s hard to stop someone with that
kind of passion,” Sutherland said as he
thought back to the first earth science field
study he taught at the college.

Sutherland stopped teaching field study

courses in 2000 so that he could be home
more often for his children as they entered
their teen years. Now that his oldest son is
finishing his sophomore year at college,
Sutherland is ready to teach field studies
again. This summer he will be offering
“Summer Fossil Fest” to students inter-
ested in traveling to Cincinnati to search
for dinosaur bones in a fossil bed.

The two credit course will require a stu-
dent to attend three classes prior to the
field trip, with a culminating class the
week after. The three pre-trip classes will
introduce student’s development and clas-
sification of dinosaur fossils. The culmi-
nating class will be a show and tell, where
students will present a minimum of 15
fossils that they have found and identified
down to the genus level.

“Physical geology of the earth surface
has a strong relevance for students since it
focuses on processes used in daily life,”
Sutherland said.

Sutherland talks earth science
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The first “Fall Fossil Fest” was an enjoyment to Bonnan in 1991. He
went on to unearth a 195 million-year-old dinosaur fossil in South
Africa in 2006.
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Life restoration of Aardonyx ce-
lestae by Dr. Matthew Bonnan

based on skeletal reconstruction
by Dr. Adam Yates.
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Matthew Bonnan shows off the fossilized thigh bone of Aardonyx that was
discovered in South Africa. Aardonyx is believed to be 195 million years old.

Former student turns a childhood
passion into a dinosaur career
By Melissa Pointer
Features Editor

see ‘dino’ page 12
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January
Hundreds of students fill the McAninch Arts Cen-

ter and campus lounges to watch as the first
African-American president is inaugurated into of-
fice as the 44th president of the United States. Ear-
lier in the month Robert Breuder addressed the
college for the first time as the new president.

February
Feb. 23 My Access is unveiled, creating a cascade

of issues for students and staff through the year.
From screen lockouts and system shut-downs to
confusion of log-ins and lack of instruction on its
use, my ACCESS has slowed down registration and
financial aid processing for many students.

March
Breuder recommends an $8 per credit tuition in-

crease instead of the $4 increase approved in the an-
nual budget. As state funding decreased with the
economic downturn Breuder recommended an in-
crease in tuition to make up the difference.

April
Voters dethrone incumbents Micheal McKinnon

and Mark Nowak, replacing them with Kim Savage
and Nancy Svoboda, Both women were on the
Friends for Education ticket and endorsed by the
Courier.

The Board of Trustees unanimously voted to ex-
tend President Breuder’s contract until 2015 despite
objections of the community. Breuder’s contract
originally would have expired in 2012.

May
The new Board of Trustees rescinds 10 policies im-

plemented by the out-going board with 4-3 vote.
Trustee Kim Savage motioned the Board to rescind
the policies while questioning the process to de-
velop them that lacked transparency and con-
stituency input.

September
Director of Student Activities, Meri Phillips, says

goodbye after 18 years. Phillips worked for the col-
lege since December 1990 and retired on Aug. 30
after over 18 years of dedicated service to the stu-
dents at the college.

October
Student leaders converge in state capital to rein-

state spring semester grants. Billal Virani, Emilio
Morrone and Ashley Wilson joined the thousands
that surrounded the Capitol Building in an effort to
have MAP grants reinstated for the spring semester.
The effort paid off when grants were reinstated in
November.

November
As a thank you from Breuder, the college’s first

ever community dinner kicked off with live music,
wine and a three course meal. Attendants were
given a chance to share their thoughts and sugges-
tions for the college.

The Lady Chaps beat Harper 1-0 in the Region IV
Championship, advancing to the District tourna-
ment. Freshman striker Deena Tillawi scored the
lone goal in the shutout victory.

A review of the events that shapedA review of the events that shaped 2222000000009999
By Melissa Pointer
Features Editor



Despite being homeless, Rasura is
taking classes at the college. He has
social security disability checks as
well as the Pell and MAP grants. 

Rasura’s social security check comes
for $700 per month. He said, “It’s
something, but not enough to even
pay rent these days.” According to
Hotpads.com, the average monthly
rent for a studio apartment in DuPage
County is $817. 

He admits to sometimes using the
money unwisely. In his position, “I
spend for the short-term. I do what
makes me happy right now,” Rasura
said. He indicates that this is because
of a lack of things and people in his
life contributing to his present happi-
ness.

The Pell grant and MAP scholar-
ships pay for his tuition as well as
books. He is currently taking courses
in music appreciation, speech, self-es-
teem, and sociology. 

While enrolled in many classes, Ra-
sura finds it hard to study because of
the emotional stress put on him
around the college. 

“When people around me don’t
even recognize me as a person, it’s
hard to focus on class,” Rasura said. 
As he took out a book for his sociol-
ogy class from a bag, Rasura could
barely read some of the small print.
He said, “They expect me to read
this?”
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“Things I have done at Benedictine have taught me  
how to interact and deal with people of different 
racial backgrounds and social environments.”

Marcus Pass came to Benedictine University hoping to learn new things and meet new people. He has
achieved both. “I felt that by coming to Benedictine, I would learn things I never would have known 
had I not come here,” he said. “I now have friends of all races and ethnicities. I am learning how to be a
well-rounded person.

“The things I have done at Benedictine have taught me how to interact and deal with people of different
racial backgrounds and social environments,” Pass added. “My patience and tolerance have reached 
new heights.”

Pass expanded his circle of friends and gained new experiences through his participation in a number of
student organizations and activities such as the Eye of the Eagle student television show where he serves as
a sports anchor, the African-American Student Union and The Candor student newspaper.

These new responsibilities and experiences have also prompted a change in Pass as a person. “People need
to mature mentally and physically,” he said. “Benedictine University helped me with that aspect of my life.
Benedictine University has changed me from a boy to a respectful and patient young man.”

Pass plans to help others enjoy personal and career growth by establishing an internship program once he
becomes established in a career as a journalist. “Everyone starts somewhere, and I want to be that person
who allows people the opportunity to shine right after college graduation,” he said.

Marcus Pass — carrying the light that was passed on to him, and sharing it with others so that they may 
pass it on to future generations.

Marcus Pass
Class of 2011

Communication Arts Major
Chicago, Illinois

Leo Catholic High School

It’s not too late to register!
Spring semester begins January 19, 2010.

“I’ve been (homeless) since 1987. I
don’t notice other people’s stares any-
more,” Rasura said. Regardless, he
feels underappreciated every day. De-
spite literally being a fixture at the
college, the homeless student senses
resentment against him from stu-
dents, staff and faculty. 

“I think there is a deep prejudice to-
wards homelessness,” said Rasura,
“It’s sad that people make judgments
without even getting to know me.
There is no love.”

One experience emotionally hit Ra-
sura hard. He was sleeping on the
corner couch in the MAC lounge
when some students complained to
public safety that he was making
them feel uncomfortable. Officers
came down and told Rasura that he
couldn’t sleep there and escorted him
out of the lounge.

Rasura said that if he were like
those students, “they wouldn’t have a
problem with me sleeping there. I was
bothering nobody. The officers said
that they’re just doing their job. I un-
derstand that, but I’m just asking for a
little kindness.” 

Rasura feels grateful to people who
talk and get to know him. “It shows
compassion for your neighbor.” Ra-
sura said. He feels like it helps to alle-
viate the emotional pain that comes
with the baggage of being homeless.

Being a human being Paying for classes

Homelessness has a history:
Student James Rasura lives by emotion.

James Rasura is a 55-year-old homeless student
at the college. He has written an opinion piece for
the Nov. 13 edition of The Courier.

James declined to have his picture taken for The
Courier due to religious reasons. 

By Vikaas Shanker
Staff Editor
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Sharon Hayes
B.A. in Applied Behavioral Sciences (ABS)
M.S. in Human Resource Management and Development

Groups forming now. Classes 
start the week of January 11th.

“ I enjoyed the ABS program. It’s about dealing
with people in everyday situations. ...You learn
how to understand how people think and why
they do the things they do or say the things
they say. It fits into any career because you

deal with people no matter where you are.”

NLU
I got it here.

_

In his mid-50s, Rasura has sleep and
health issues that consume much of
his day. He overcomes these obstacles
by his own will. 

Rasura has to leave campus from 11
p.m. – 5 a.m. In the meantime, he tries
to find a place off campus that is shel-
tered from wind and cold. 

Public safety is strict about people
sleeping on campus during those
hours. “I’ve tried to sleep outside (the
buildings), but they would find me,
wake me up and escort me away
from campus,” Rasura said.

When Rasura comes back to cam-
pus, he sleeps in SRC 1450B inside the
cafeteria. “It’s a nice, dark place that
is warm where I can get some sleep,”
he said. Noise from campus construc-
tion barely reaches him there. 

Rasura is anemic, so energy is hard
to come by. He said, “doctors say I
should take a lot of iron. I just get
sleep and I feel fine.” Rasura needs
more rest because of his condition.

The longer sleep also helps Rasura
rest his knees. “I have osteo-arthritis
in both knees,” said Rasura, “I use

(the wheelchair) as a walker to take
pressure off them.”

Rasura is considering getting an au-
tomatic wheelchair. “One problem
with it is that there’s no place to put
my stuff,” he said. Rasura’s wheel-
chair holds many of his belongings
and a big sleeping bag.

Love from relatives and religion
played a great part in Rasura’s life as
he grew up. An experience with God
is what keeps him going today.

The closest people in Rasura’s life
were his grandmother, Josephine, and
his Uncle Tony. “They understood my
feelings more than my family did,”
said Rasura, “I would always go to
my grandmother’s house.” 

The deaths of his grandmother and
uncle impacted him emotionally. “I
didn’t have anyone to turn to. My lit-
tle brother tried to connect with me,
but I barely knew him.” Following
his uncle’s death is when he turned
homeless. 

“When there’s no one there to take
care of you, there’s no inspiration,”
Rasura said. He hopes to find some-
one that he can connect with to bring
back that understanding he shared
with his uncle and grandmother.

Rasura is a born-again Christian.
He explained that a personal experi-
ence with God gives him the convic-
tion to go through life’s challenges
while having a relationship with God
and a goal of heaven.

“I was once suicidal. I tried over-
dosing on pills,” said Rasura, “it did-
n’t work, and that’s when I realized
that God didn’t want me to die yet.”
Rasura refers to himself as a fatalist.
He accepted that he will eventually
die with “God’s will.” He isn’t afraid
of the inevitable.

Emotional Distress

Rasura uses his wheelchair for
storage.

Tired, disabled, but strong

Photo by Vikaas Shanker
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gree in science from COD, he trans-
ferred to another affordable institution:
the University of Illinois at Chicago,
where he later earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in geological sciences. 
At UIC, he found classes larger and
less personal, and contact mostly with
teaching assistants rather than profes-
sors.
Bonnan was drawn to Western Illinois
University by an ad for a functional
morphologist in 2001, and the equal
weight of teaching and researching.
Other universities placed one above
the other.
Functional morphology is the study of
how the shape of an organism relates
to its function, the side of paleontology
where Bonnan’s passion rests. As a
teacher and researcher, Bonnan says
it’s important to convey to his students
the excitement of science.
Bonnan admits to being terrible at
math and science in the beginning,
confessing that he didn’t see the paral-
lel between science and dinosaurs until

he took classes at COD. He credits
Sutherland and other COD professors
with his learning how and how not to
teach.
“As a faculty member now, I realize
what a unique opportunity COD gave
me – direct access to professors, small
class sizes, flexible schedules, and peo-
ple who were genuinely interested in
teaching and teaching well,” he said. 
His post at WIU has allowed Bonnan
the opportunity to travel to South
Africa three times for dinosaur digs. It
was on his second trip that he made
the sauropod discovery.
He plans to return to South Africa
some day to search for other dinosaur
fossils, hoping to acquire further
grants to make the trip possible.
Paleontology is a shoestring operation,
according to Bonnan. Being efficient
with small grants is very important.
Geologists survey areas and direct pa-
leontologists to a location based on
rock types. Ground then is examined
for bone and plant fragments. Rock
formations in South Africa are best for
dinosaur fossils.

‘dino’ from page 8
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Mathew Bonnan attended Sutherland’s “Dinosaurs in the attic” field study in 1991.




