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SPORTS

A year in Chaparral sports

he 2008/2009 athletic season has been
filled with excitement, triumph and disap-
pointment.

Yet through it all it has been a successful
year for COD athletics. Starting in the hot days of
August through the below zero temperatures of

winter it seems as the Chaparrals had an impressive
team for every changing season.

And although the year has come to an end for the
student athletes it’s a year round job for the coaches
who put together these competitive teams.

Whether it’s scouting, recruiting and spring and
summer training the job never stops for the COD
coaches.

But let’s not forget the athletes that competed in

the various sports throughout the year. Their marks
whether they be records set or championships won
or even just the memories they left on the field,
court, track or pool will still be rememberer.

Theses athletes wore the green and gold with
pride and represented COD at the different sporting
events but whether they played soccer, football,
baseball, softball or ran track in the end they were
all Chaparrals.

Fred Fimbres brought back a
winning attitude to DuPage football
and had a successful and a bit odd
season. The Chaps won every away
game yet came up short in every
home game.

They did however beat Grand
Rapids at home to reach the in the
first round of the playoffs to reach
the Regional Championship game.
The Chaps lost to Harper but were
invited to play in the Graphic Edge
Bowl against Ellsworth CC.

The Chaps men's soccer team with a
winning record and was helped by a
pool of international players this sea-
son.

Under Coach Kelly and Coach Fajkus
the Chaps picked up important wins
over conference teams Harper, Joliet
and Triton. In the Region IV playoff
the Chaps hosted Lake County and
lost 2-0.

After two back-to-back national
championships Coach Bowers and
the women's tennis team were look-
ing for another successful year when
their season opened up in September.

The Lady Chaps set a tone for the
rest of their season in the first match
against McHenry winning 9-0. After
three wins in a row the Lady Chaps
lost their first and only game to Elgin.

But the team kept on picking wins
ending the season 7-1 winning the
Region IV Tournament against Rock
Valley 9-0. In Tucson, AZ the DuPage
women's tennis team will look to
make it three national championships
in a row.

Head coach Jason Hunter and the
DuPage women's soccer team had an
impressive season finishing with a 15-
3-5 record and defeated Joliet 2-1 to
capture the Region IV Championship.

The team had three players with ten
or more goals in the season. Maricela
Ballines scored 13 goals and Kelsey
Muruato scored 15 goals. Freshman
Ashley Collins led the nation in scor-
ing with 30 goals in 21 games.

Muruato and Collins were also
named All-Americans. With a drop in
temperature it was time for the winter
sports to have their turn.

The team started out with a few in-
jury problems but that didn't stop
them from stepping up when needed
and play some good basketball.

It was an exciting basketball season
filled with last second shots, blowouts
and some dominating performances.
The Chaps ended the regular season
with a 19-11 record and took on Tru-
man College in the semi finals of the
Region IV tournament.

Then the Chaps moved to the final
to face off against Joliet, a team that
beat them during the regular season.
The Chaps got the win and the Cham-
pionship title and placed seventh at
Nationals.

The women's basketball season was
an interesting one. The team picked up
several important wins but also lost
some equally important games.

Head Coach Christopher Cotton and
the Lady Chaps finished with a 13-16
record but that didn't stop the team
from showing determination in the Re-
gion IV tournament.

The Lady Chaps lost to Rock Valley
in a close contest by only ten points in
the semi finals.

RVC went on to defeat Harper in the
final by a score of 83-57 win the tour-
nament.

Coach Connelly and the women's
softball team had a dominating
season finishing with a 28-10
record. The Lady Chaps defeated
Harper, Triton, Joliet and Rock Val-
ley in every conference match up
throughout the season.

The team also dominated the Re-
gion IV Tournament defeating
Harper 13-2 in the first game then
Joliet 6-2 in the second and finally
Rock Valley 14-2. There were five
players named to the All Tourna-
ment Team, Erin Stankus, Lauren
Schramm, Katie Thomas, Mary
Jones and Lyndsey Payne.

After a rough start the Chaparral
baseball team fell into a comfortable
groove finishing the season with a
31-21 record. Dan Kusinski has been
the head coach for the Chaps since
1999 and ran into a problem early
with the depth of the team with only
17 players on the team Kusinski
knew he was an injury or two from
real trouble. Despite the lack of depth
on the team the Chaps finished of
with a winning record and look for-
ward to the Region IV Tournament
this weekend.
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College of DuPage Off-Campus Centers

We’re inYour
Neighborhood!
We offer credit and non-credit classes for all ages.
And we’re close to home and work!

C.O.D. Addison Regional Center
301 S. Swift Road
Addison, IL 60101
(630) 942-4600

C.O.D. Bloomingdale Center
162 S. Bloomingdale Road
Bloomingdale, IL 60108
(630) 942-4900 

C.O.D. Carol Stream Community
Education Center
500 N. Kuhn Road
Carol Stream, IL 60188
(630) 942-4888

C.O.D. Naperville Regional Center
1223 Rickert Drive
Naperville, IL 60540
(630) 942-4700

C.O.D. West Chicago Community
Education Center
950 E. Roosevelt Road (Lorlyn Plaza)
West Chicago, IL 60185
(630) 231-3348

C.O.D. Westmont Regional Center
650 Pasquinelli Drive
Westmont, IL 60559
(630) 942-4800

For more information, please visit
www.cod.edu/RegionalCtrs

Naperville

Carol Stream

West Chicago

Addison

Westmont

College of DuPage

Bloomingdale

Courier Web Sports
www.cod.edu/courier

Clinical Laboratory Science- Medical Technology 
. . . Among the best rated jobs* 

Rush University- Dept of Clinical Laboratory Sciences offers:
BS in CLS for those seeking to become a certified Clinical Laboratory 
Scientist 
Entry level MS in CLS for students with a BS in science or health related 
fields 
Fast Track BS option for certified CLTs/MLTs  
Specialist in Blood Bank Technology for certified working professionals 
currently working in a blood bank or transfusion service 

AApprriill 1111,, 22000099
MMaayy 99,, 22000099
JJuunnee 2200,, 22000099
JJuullyy 1188,, 22000099

Meet faculty * Tour of Academic facilities * Tour of Hospital Labs 

For More information contact: 
Herb Miller, Ph.D., MT (ASCP), CLS 

(NCA) at 
312-942-2111 

Email: Herb_J_Miller @rush.edu 
www.rushu.rush.edu/cls 

* Jobs Rated Almanac 2002 

May 9, 2009
June 20, 2009
July 18, 2009

MAY
Sat., 2 Region IV Tournament

at Rock Valley
vs. Harper W 13-2, 26-10
vs. Joliet W 6-4, 27-10

Sun., 3 vs. Rock Valley W 14-2, 28-10
Thu., 14 NJCAA Division III Nationals

@ Rochester, MN
Fri., 15 NJCAA Division III Nationals

@ Rochester, MN
Sat., 16 NJCAA Division III Nationals

@ Rochester, MN

MAY
Sat.,2 -
Thu, 7 NJCAA Division III Nationals

at Tucson, AZ

MAY
Sun., 10 -
Fri., 15 NJCAADivision III National

Tournament
at Plano, TX

APRIL
Sat., 25 Regional Championship

Loras College
(Dubuque, IA) 10:00 am

MAY
Sat., 2 Badger Open

University of Wisconsin (Madi
son, WI) 12:00 pm

Thu., 7 -
Sat. 9 NJCAA Division III National

Championship
@ Alfred State College (Alfred,
NY) 9:00 a.m.

MAY
Sat., 2 at Kankakee L 0-10, L 0-17

Sun., 3 at MATC-Milwaukee, WI
W 4-1, W 13-4

Mon., 4 at MATC-MILWAUKEE, WI
W 12-2, W10-0

Tue., 5 NORTH CENTRAL JV
3:00 pm

Fri., 8 Region IV Tournament
at Rock Valley
vs. Waubonsee 3:00 pm

Sat., 9 tbd tbd
Sun.,10 tbd tbd
Thu., 16 -
Wed., 22 NJCAA Division III

World Series
at Tyler, TX tbd

* = Conference Games

Home games in ALL CAPS

TRACK & FIELD

BASEBALL

SOFTBALL

MENʼS TENNIS

WOMENʼS TENNIS

2009 Spring Sports
Schedule
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GET IT
AT NLU

NOWNOW

National-Louis
University

www.nl.edu

If you’re ready to start, 
we’re ready to go. 
Introducing NLU’s ThinkSpring classes. Designed with community college 
students in mind.

Gen ed courses. Electives. And classes in our popular accelerated degree 
completion programs. 

Check out our great lineup of online and on-campus courses that start this spring.
Register now and get going on your bachelor’s degree in management, health care
leadership and other fast-track academic programs. 

So this spring get an early start on your bachelor’s degree at one of Chicago’s 
oldest, private and most affordable universities. Call 888.nlu.today for more 
information or go to www.nl.edu/thinkspring. 

So get ready to get ahead. And ThinkSpring. 
At National-Louis University.

ThinkSpring classes:
Digital Information Literacy (May 11–18, Chicago) 
(May 25–June 12, online)
Introduction to American Politics (May 11–June 22)
Scientific Literacy (May 11–June 22)
The Current Financial Crisis (May 18–June 28)
How to See a Movie (May 19–June 23)
Tyranny, Democracy and Anarchy: Global Conflict in 
the 21st Century (May 19–June 23)
Career Assessment and Planning (May 21–June 11)
African Art (May 29–June 23)
And More! 

ThinkSpring programs:
B.A. in Applied Behavioral Sciences 
(begins the first week of June)
B.S. in Health Care Leadership 
(begins the first week of June)
B.S. in Management (begins the first week of June)
B.S. in Management Information Systems 
(begins the first week of June)

In the fall of 2008 John Pangan
started his fourth year as head
coach of the women's volleyball
team. It was a young inexperienced
team with 11 of the 13 athletes
being freshman.

The DuPage volleyball team had
it's share of struggles competing in
a tough conference. The Lady
Chaps placed second in the 20 An-
nual DuPage Invitational. The team
was lost to Rock Valley in the Re-
gion IV Playoffs.

With the weather being a bit more bear-
able the track & field team started practic-
ing for what would be an amazing season.
The team did well and placed high in the in-
door meets but head coach Jane Vatchev
saw this as warm ups for the outdoor sea-
son and national championships.

Both women's side and men's side had its
share of impressive performers. Bethany
Ester was one of the standouts in Vatchev's
women's side constantly performing well
and outdoing herself to get better and better
each week. DuPage's track & field team
were also fortunate to have some of the best
athletes to ever compete here.

Freshman Troy Doris and sophomore Dan
Benton were two athletes that never seemed
to be outmatched. Doris competes in the
triple jump broke several records through-
out the season and competed against some
tough athletes. Benton who competed in the
200 and 400 races "Ran like a champion" ac-
cording to Vatchev seemed to always be get-
ting PRs at every new meet.

The swim team under the
coaching of Marc Gamble had
their hands full throughout the
season. In every meet the team
was competing against four-year
universities and colleges.

But the swim team showed de-
termination this year and had
impressive finishes at meets de-
spite being freshman and sopho-
more swimmers.

Coach Bowers coming off an impres-
sive season with the women’s side
looked to bring that type of winning
attitude to the men’s team. The team
had three returning sophomores Slobo-
dan Jevtovic, Jamon Malan and Carlo
Victuelles.

The Chaps opened the season against
last year’s conference champions
Elgin. After a victory against Elgin the
team headed to Florida to compete
during spring break.

The Chaps finished with a winning
record of 4-3 and defeated Rock Valley
7-2 in the Region IV Championship
held at COD.

The next test for Bowers and his
team is Nationls on May 10-15 in
Plano, Texas.
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TRACK & FIELD

SWIMMING
VOLLEYBALL

MEN’S TENNIS

Michael Lucchesi started his first
year as head coach of the men and
women’s cross country team.

To go along with the new coach
was a group of new athletes with
the majority of them being fresh-
man.

A few of the athletes that com-
peted in cross country also com-
peted in track & field.

CROSS COUNTRY
Jason Hyatt began his sixth

year as the head coach of the
golf team.

With a strong core of sopho-
mores including Joe Hraback,
Conor Langan, Chris Mortimer,
Tim Oates, Jake Saiz and Jeff
Wuestenfelf the golf team look to
make a name for themselves
during the regular season.

GOLF
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THE POWER OF A U OF I DEGREE

Un iv ersit y  
o f Ill inois  

Springfield

Transfer to a four-year university 
without leaving home.

Public university tuition. Financial aid available. A U of I Degree.   
Apply online and get started as early as this summer. 

uis.edu/onlineBA

University of Illinois Springfield offers 
8 Bachelor’s Degree Completion 
programs entirely ONLINE.

Business Administration B.B.A.
Computer Science B.S.
Economics B.A.
English B.A.
History B.A. 
Liberal Studies B.A.
Mathematics B.A.
Philosophy B.A. 

Athlete of the Year

Name: Jenny Green
Sport: Tennis
Year: Sophomore
School: West Chicago

Photos by Dan Bowers

Athlete of the Year

Name: John Shodipo
Sport: Basketball
Year: Sophomore
School: Lisle

Photos by Amanda Kral

enny Green helped the COD
women’s tennis team to an-
other Region IV Final win
against Rock Valley.

Green was one of two re-
turning sophomore’s from last
year’s national winning team. She
was also the number two singles
player on the team.

“There were a lot of talented
athletes on the team this year and
I think the team really benefited
from her experience and leader-
ship,” head coach Jim Bowers
said.

Green graduated from West
Chicago High School. She has
been playing tennis since she was

four. The reason she started in ten-
nis was because of her grand-
mother.

One of the challenging parts
about the sport of tennis for Green
is the patience it requires when it
comes to improving your skill.

She likes tennis because it is a
life long sport,no matter what age
you are, you can still play.

After leaving COD Green plans
on transfer to a four year univer-
sity to become a teacher.

Green won the co-Athlete of the
Year by an online voting poll on
the Courier homepage.

ohn Shodipo was the bas-
ketball team’s leading
scorer this season with 523
points in 35 games played.

Shodipo helped lead the
basketball team to a Region IV
Championship win over Joliet,
the team that won it last sea-
son.

He has been playing basket-
ball for about five years and
the competitiveness that comes
with playing basketball.

Shodipo’s favorite player is
Tracy McGrady and plans on
transfering to a four year
school to continue playing bas-

ketball. He hopes to one day
play professionally.

“One of the reasons John and
the rest of the team was so suc-
cessful this year was because
they worked hard on and off
the court. Not only did they
preform well in practice but
also in the classroom and that’s
what’s really important,” head
coach Don Klaas said.

Shodipo won the co-athlete of
the year by an online voting
poll on the Courier homepage.

J J
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LOCATIONS: ROMEOVILLE • CHICAGO • HICKORYHILLS • OAK BROOK • SHOREWOOD • TINLEY PARK

Select a major from nearly

80Undergraduate
andAdult Accelerated
Undergraduate
programs.

Lewis University is a comprehensive, Catholic University
providing a personalized and focused education that
balances the liberal arts with practical career preparation.
Undergraduate degree completion and graduate programs
for adults are accelerated to meet the needs of busy adults,
and immediately relevant in
the work environment.

Practical Programs
• NCATE accredited
College of Education

•National finalist in aviation
program flight competition

• First all-digital college radio
station in the country

• Largest bachelor’s degree
program in Nursing in
Northern Illinois

• Adult accelerated
undergraduate degree
completion programs

Focused
on Excellence
• Strong student-faculty
interaction and service
excellence, as featured in
national surveys

• 100% pass rate achieved by
students on their certification
exams in Education, Nursing,
and Aviation

Relevant
• 90% of Lewis graduates utilize
their degree in their chosen
occupation, or go on to
graduate or professional
school.

Values-Based
Education
• Our Catholic heritage means
that values and ethics are
integrated into daily learning
experiences at Lewis. Students
of all faiths are welcomed and
encouraged to practice their
beliefs.

Call (800)897-9000 or (815) 836-5250
or visit our Web site atwww.lewisu.edu

PRACT IC AL F O C U S E D R E L E V A N T


