
ead Coach Christopher Cotton
and the women’s basketball
team were away this weekend
in Palatine taking on the Lady

Hawks of Harper.
The teams met earlier in the year on Janu-

ary 24 and DuPage pulled out and exciting
win 49-43 in overtime.

This time around the Lady Chaps were on
Harper’s home court in another important
conference match. DuPage came in with a
conference record of 3-4 and the Lady
Hawks had a record of 4-3.

Harper got off to an early lead at 6-0 then
went on to extend it to 12-3. But DuPage
would not be silenced as they grabbed 12
points from four three pointers and came
back with in one 19-18. The Lady Hawks

however edged out a slim lead 27-23 going
into halftime.

It was DuPage that came out strong in the
second half. The Lady Chaps caught up to
Harper when they sank another three
pointer. Then with less than four minutes
left to play in the game, Harper’s Peggie
Parhas made a game tying three point shot,
she had 19 points in the game.

But Parhas shot didn’t provide any mo-
mentum for Harper. In the closing minutes
of the game DuPage denied Lady Hawks of
any more points and went on to score eight
more.

At the end of the game DuPage picked
up the win 53-45 and improved their con-
ference record to 4-4.

The Lady Chaps have only three games
left in the regular season before hosting the
Region IV Tournament. They will take on
Moraine Valley at 5 p.m. Saturday at home.
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Chaps soar above
Golden Eagles

The men’s basketball team
took on Rock Valley Satur-
day in a conference match
up. This was the team’s sec-
ond meeting of the season
and the Chaps won the first
game by a slim margin 61-
60.

This time around was no
different, at least not in the
first half. Neither team was
able to get a decisive lead
over the other.

The Chaps were 12-31 in
total field goals and only 3-
12 in three point field goals
in the first half. The Chaps
also struggled with their
free throws going 5-12 for
the half.

The offensive numbers
weren’t much different for
the Golden Eagles as they
went 10-32 in field goals and
only 3-13 in three pointers.
They did manage to 6-7 in
free throws but in the end
the Chaps were up by three
32-29 going into half time.

Both teams came out play-
ing the second half started
but it was the turnovers and
fouls that ended up hurting
the Golden Eagles.

The Chaps made up for
the first half by going 7-10 in
free throws. Both teams
struggled with turnovers
but it was the 24 allowed by
RVC that gave DuPage the
edge to pull out another win
over the Golden Eagles 67-
55.

Chaps leading scorer John
Shodipo didn’t have his best
game but was 3-9 and
scored 9 points. Deon
Thomas had another good
performance going 4-7 and
5-5 in free throws with a
total of 13 points on the
game. Robert Odumuyiwa
was also in double digits
with a total of 12 points.

RVC top scorers were
Adam Hodge, Marcus Fot-
ter, and Gene Hodge. All
were in double digits with
11, 13 and 13 points, respec-
tively.

The Chaps next game will
be a Valentine’s Day match
up as they take on Moraine
Valley at 7 p.m. Saturday at
home.

By Eli Rodriguez
Sports Editor

Men’s basketball team wins conference match
against Rock Valley

Baseball in
the Big Easy

Chap’s baseball head coach
Dan Kusinski and his team are
in New Orleans for a baseball
filled weekend against two other
schools, Delgado Community
College and Middle Georgia
College.

The Chaps faced off against
Delgado to begin the season last
year and went 1-2 in their 3
meetings.

DuPage will have their hands
full against Delgado led by Joe
Scheuermann, who begins his
nineteenth year as head coach.
The New Orleans based team
has a total of 41 players on their
roster this year and with 16
freshmen the majority are re-
turning players.

Scheuermann and the Dol-
phins have had recent success in
the past few years. In 2007
Sheuermann took them to the

NJCAA South Central Champi-
onship District and the Junior
College World Series.

Another roster packed squad
is the Chaps’ other opponent
Middle Georgia. MGC led by
Craig Young have a total of 30
players and 17 freshmen. Al-
though only three of the 11
pitchers are returning Travis
Barrett, Bryan Blough and Chris
Newell.

The Chaps with only 20 play-
ers on the roster will be counting
on quality rather than quantity.
With a strong core of experi-
enced starters Coach Kusinski
will look for some good starts
from Mitch Smith, Kevan Car-
penter, Brian Martin and Isaac
Rome.

After games wrap up in the
Big Easy the Chaps will head
back to Illinois for their next se-
ries. DuPage will take on South-
eastern Illinois at noon next
weekend at Harrisburh, Ill.

By Eli Rodriguez
Sports Editor

Photo by Rich Malec/ College of DuPage
Returning player Mitch Smith warms up during practice by throwing
a few pitches.

Chaparrals take on Deglado and
Middle Georgia in New Orleans

Lady Hawk’s wings
clipped by DuPage

Vatchev hopeful about
Track and Field season

As the College of DuPage
Track and Field team jumped off
to an impressive start on

Feb. 7 at the Bob Keck Invita-
tional at Illinois Wesleyan Uni-
versity in Bloomington, Coach
Jane Vatchev predicts there will
be few hurdles impeding her
men’s and women’s teams this
season.

“I think we are off to a good
start and will be doing some
great things this year,” she said.
“Leading the men’s team is a re-
turning athlete, who is a top
sprinter.”

That sprinter is Dan Benton
(Westmont), who placed first in
both the 200-meter dash (22.46

seconds), in a field of 47 run-
ners, and 400-meter dash (50.07),
out of 38 entrants. Benton had
previously placed second (22.88)
among 200 runners at an invita-
tional meet at Carthage College
on Jan. 31.

“Dan leads by example in
practice and competition, no-
body works harder,” Vatchev
said. “He was a three-time na-
tional champion last year and is
determined to have another top
performance at nationals this
year. Dan is a team captain this
year and is one of the corner-
stones of the team.”

see ‘T&F’ page 19

Photo by Amanda Kral
The team listens to advice given to them from their head coach, Christopher Cotton.

By Eli Rodriguez
Sports Editor
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College of DuPage Off-Campus Centers

We’re inYour
Neighborhood!
We offer credit and non-credit classes for all ages.
And we’re close to home and work!

C.O.D. Addison Regional Center
301 S. Swift Road
Addison, IL 60101
(630) 942-4600

C.O.D. Bloomingdale Center
162 S. Bloomingdale Road
Bloomingdale, IL 60108
(630) 942-4900 

C.O.D. Carol Stream Community
Education Center
500 N. Kuhn Road
Carol Stream, IL 60188
(630) 942-4888

C.O.D. Naperville Regional Center
1223 Rickert Drive
Naperville, IL 60540
(630) 942-4700

C.O.D. West Chicago Community
Education Center
950 E. Roosevelt Road (Lorlyn Plaza)
West Chicago, IL 60185
(630) 231-3348

C.O.D. Westmont Regional Center
650 Pasquinelli Drive
Westmont, IL 60559
(630) 942-4800

For more information, please visit
www.cod.edu/RegionalCtrs

Naperville

Carol Stream

West Chicago

Addison

Westmont

College of DuPage

Bloomingdale

SPORTS

Transfer Scholarships  
Available

Evening classes

Online

iit.edu
630.682.6000

Transfer programs that provide 
intellectual capital

Information Technology  
and Management

and Management

Ingenuiity

iit.edu/cpd

TRANSFER
PROGRAMS

GAME OF THE CENTURY -
$100 million March Brackets Contest

www.cod.edu/courier

Spring 2009 Sports Schedule
FEBRUARY
Tue., 3 JOLIET L 53-64
*Sat., 7 at Rock Valley 3:00 p.m.
*Tue., 10 at Harper 7:00 p.m.
Sat., 14 MORAINE VALLEY 7:00 p.m.
*Tue., 17 WRIGHT 7:00 p.m.
*Sat., 21 TRITON 7:00 p.m.
Wed., 25 REGION IV TOURNAMENT

at DuPAGE 5:00 p.m.
Sat., 28 REGION IV CHAMPIONSHIP

at DuPAGE 7:00 p.m.
MARCH
Thu., 12 - NJCAA Division III Nationals
Sat., 14 at Delhi, NY TBA

FEBRUARY
*Tue., 3 JOLIET L 34-62
*Sat., 7 at Rock Valley 1:00 p.m.
*Tue., 10 at Harper 5:00 p.m.
Sat., 14 MORAINE VALLEY 5:00 p.m.
*Tue., 17 WRIGHT 5:00 p.m.
*Sat., 21 TRITON 5:00 p.m.
Thu., 26 REGION IV TOURNAMENT

at DuPAGE 5:00 p.m.,
Sat., 28 REGION IV CHAMPIONSHIP

at DuPAGE
MARCH
Thu., 12 - NJCAA Division III Nationals
Sat., 14 at Rochester, MN TBA

FEBRUARY
Sat., 7 Titan Diving Invitational 11:00 a.m.
Fri., 13 REGION IV CHAMPIONSHIP 11:00 a.m.
Sat., 14 REGION IV CHAMPIONSHIP 10:00 a.m.

Lincoln College
Lincoln, IL

Fri., 20 Midwest Invitational 6:00 p.m.

University of Chicago
Chicago, IL

Sat., 21 Midwest Invitational 10:00 a.m./5:00
University of Chicago
Chicago, IL

MARCH
Tue., 3 -
Sun., 8 NJCAA Swimming & Diving

Championship
Erie Community College
Buffalo, New York

FEBRUARY
Sat., 7 Keck Invitational 11:00 a.m.

l linois Wesleyan University
Fri., 13 Chicagoland Women's 5:00 p.m.

I ndoor Championship
Lewis University

Sat., 14 Chicagoland Men's 11:00 a.m.
Indoor Championship
University of Chicago

Fri., 20 Friday Night Special 2:00 p.m.
Eastern Illinois University 5:00 p.m.

Sat., 21 Dick Pond Indoor Invitational
Lewis University

Fri., 6 Gill Athletics Last 4:00 p.m.
Chance Meet
Carthage College

Fri., 13 or COD INTERSQUAD TBA
Fri., 20 College of DuPage
Sat., 28 Viking Olympics 12:00 p.m.

Augustana College
MARCH
Wed., 1 Troll Relays 4:00 p.m.

Trinity Christian College
Sat., 4 Mike Poehlein Invitational 9:00 a.m.

Purdue University
Sat., 4 Elmhurst Invitational 10:00 a.m.

Elmhurst College
Fri., 10 Chicagoland Women's 12:00 p.m.

Championship
University of Chicago

Sat., 11 Chicagoland Men's 9:00 a.m.
Championship
University of Chicago

Sat., 18 Eagle Invitational 10:00 a.m.
Benedictine University

Sat., 25 Regional Championship TBA
Loras College

FEBRUARY
Thu., 12 Middle Georgia 12:00 p.m.
Fri., 13 Delgado CC 12:00 p.m.
Sat., 14 Middle Georgia 12:00 p.m.
Sat., 14 Delgado CC 3:00 p.m.
Sun., 15 Delgado CC 11:00 a.m.
Sat., 21 Southeastern Illinois 12:00 p.m.
Sun., 22 Southeastern Illinois 12:00 p.m.
Fri., 27 John A. Logan 12:00 p.m.
Sat., 28 South Suburban 3:00 p.m.
MARCH
Sun., 1 Illinois Central 11:00 a.m.
Sat., 7 Meramec (MO) 12:00 p.m.
Sun., 8 Forest Park (MO) 12:00 p.m.
Tue., 17 Lincoln Land 1:00 p.m.
Sat., 21 Lake County 12:00 p.m.
Sun., 22 Waubonsee 12:00 p.m.
Tue., 24 WAUBONSEE 3:00 p.m.
Wed., 25 Moraine Valley 3:00 p.m.
*Sat., 28 HARPER 12:00 p.m.
*Sun., 29 Harper 12:00 p.m.

* = Conference Games

Home games in ALL CAPS

MENʼS BASKETBALL

WOMENʼS BASKETBALL

SWIMMING & DIVING

TRACK & FIELD BASEBALL
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FREAKY FAST DELIVERY!

TO FIND THE LOCATION
NEAREST YOU VISIT
JIMMYJOHNS.COM

LATE NIGHT DELIVERY!

AT THE

EVEN WHEN IT’S DARK OUT!

SPEED
OF LIGHT

DELIVERY
ACHIEVE
DO MORE.

GIVE MORE.  GET MORE.
MORE.

Want to get the most out of your education?
Then consider Loyola University Chicago. We’ll give you the knowledge, skills,

and values you need to get exactly where you want to be. 

Choose from more than 70 academic programs. 
Stay competitive in the marketplace by completing your bachelor’s degree.

Get an early start on the fall by enrolling in summer sessions.

For more information, visit LUC.edu.

Athlete of the Week

Name: Amanda Smith
Sport: Basketball
Year: Sophomore
School: Willowbrook

Q: How long have
you been playing
basketball?
A: Since I was in sev-
enth grade, officially.

Q: What do you like
most about basket-
ball?
A: The competition.

Q: What is most
challenging part
about basketball?
A: Probably switch-
ing positions. I start
off as a foward then I
move to guard and

I’ll get confused
sometimes.

Q: How do you pre-
pare yourself before
a game?
A: I listen to my iPod
and just think about
what I need to do
and what the team
needs to do.

Q: Who is your fa-
vorite player?
A: LeBron James.

Q: Who inspires
you?

A: I would have to
say my high school
coach, Troy Nelson.

Q: What are your
plans after COD?
A: I want to finish
and get my
associates then
maybe transfer and
continue to play bas-
ketball.

Q: What do you like
to do in your free
time?
A: I work but I like
reading too.

Photos by Amanda Kral

Another standout on the men’s team is
Troy Doris (Bolingbrook), who placed
first in both the long jump (6.98m) and
triple jump (14.65m).

“Troy comes to us with a wealth of
talent from high school,” Vatchev said.
“What impresses me most about Troy
is his attitude in competition. He is fo-
cused, positive and determined. Troy

has already qualified for the national
meet in the long jump and triple
jump.”

A standout on the women’s team is
Bethany Ester (Winfield), who placed
second in both the women’s high jump
preliminaries (1.62m) and finals
(1.62m). Ester also placed seventh in
the 400-meter dash (1:02.69).

“Bethany is one of the hardest work-
ing athletes on the team,” Vatchev
said. “She is a very talented athlete
and will help lead the women’s team
this year. In indoor competition, she
has qualified for nationals in every
event she has participated in, high
jump, long jump, 400 meter and 4 x
400-meter relay. That’s impressive.”

Vatchev, who has coached at the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno, and Augus-
tana College before coming to College
of DuPage nine years ago, pins much
of her hope this season not only on her
athletes but also on her coaching staff.

“I am very blessed to have a terrific
staff,” she said. “I have seven out of
my nine assistant coaches who are for-
mer athletes of mine, and they are
very knowledgeable and skillful. I
think I have the best staff in the
Chicago area. I feel very lucky.”

For more information on track and
field at College of DuPage, call
Vatchev at (630) 942-3329 or e-mail:
Vatchev@cod.edu.

Team takes advantage of the weather
and practices outdoor events.

Photo by Amanda Kral
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Story courtesy of College of DuPage Sports Release

Win $100 million
playing the March
Brackets Contest.

Sign up NOW!
www.cod.edu/courier


