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EDITORIAL

PointCounterPoint
Would you consider not driving if gas got too expensive?

as would have to
get about twice as
expensive as it is

now for me to consider not
driving. After doing some re-
search on the Web, I’ve dis-
covered that the time spent
during my daily commute to
the college would go from
one hour to four, and I’d ex-
perience only a twenty-dollar
difference between what I
spend on gas in a month and
what I’d spend on
bus fare. Public
transportation may be avail-
able, but it’s not practical.

I live in Woodridge and the
closest bus stop to my house
is twenty-five minutes away.
With a changeover at York-
town Mall, the total time it
would take me to get to
school would be two hours
instead of twenty minutes.

Luckily, my job is at the col-
lege and being able to work
and take classes at the same
location saves me time. My
situation is rare, however, and
asking students to blow hours

of their day waiting for and
on busses is too much.

The cost difference is mini-
mal, with gas costing me $20
a week now, and bus fares at
a discounted price of 75 cents
for students still adding up
quickly to $15 a week.

Appeals to my sense of the
general good just fall flat in
the face of this level of incon-
venience and more needs to
be done than just relying on

individuals to
change their

lifestyle.
Answers that require tech-

nological innovation are cru-
cial, and advancements that
now seem out of reach de-
serve sustained attention and
funding.

Re-working the American
landscape from twisting rib-
bons of highway that hug big
cities into a system of smaller
communities linked by public
transportation will take time,
but may provide the frame-
work for a lasting solution to
reducing carbon emissions.

t feels that Mother Na-
ture might be giving us
a nice slap on the wrist.

Gas is expensive but we have
options to help keep money in
our pockets and the air we
breathe clean.

Many Americans drive to
work alone when they have
the ability to car pool with
others. Speeding also eats gas
fast and at times leads to a
ticket.

Public Transporta-
tion increases social
skills while giving people a
chance to focus on something
other than driving while
reaching their destination.

If more people used public
transportation prices would
drop and few people would
have to throw down big
bucks for parking.

Not to mention the anxiety
of being stuck in traffic would
no longer exist.

Just imagine that for a few
seconds. Compared to gas
prices around the world only
12 other countries paid less

than United States. An esti-
mated 28 other countries pay
more for a gallon of gas.

Turkey pays $10.13 for one
gallon. Instead of dropping
dollars we could be dropping
pounds.

With a growing epidemic of
obesity it's time we start using
our feet to travel more.

“If you live in a more
sprawling place . . . where the
automobile is the only way to

get around, that
seems to have this

negative effect on people's
health," Reid Ewing of Nation
Center of Smart Growth at the
University of Maryland said.

Obesity is such a big prob-
lem laws are being made to
prevent it. At least 17 states
have increased taxes to soda
and junk food. Energy is
being taking up by electrical
devices not our own, an en-
ergy that cost money and is
destroying the earth.

The world has a growing
addiction to oil and we are
feeding its fix.

Researched by Shannon Torii, A&E Editor Researched by Heidi Koos, News Editor
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PointCounterPoint topics are selected, researched and written by the staff of the Courier and aim to reflect differing opinions on
the same subject. The opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the author.
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The Courier is published every
Friday when classes are in session
during the Fall and Spring Semes-
ters, except for the first and last
Friday of each Semester and the
week of and the week after Spring
Break as a public forum with con-
tent chosen by student editors.
One copy free, additional copies
available upon request.

Views expressed in editorials
represent opinions of the majority
of the Editorial Board, made up of
all of the Courier editors.

The Courier does not knowingly
accept advertisements that dis-
criminate on the basis of sex, race,
creed, religion, color, handicapped
status, veteran, or sexual orienta-
tion, nor does it knowingly print
ads that violate any local, state or
federal laws.

The Courier encourages all stu-
dents, faculty, staff, administrators
and community members to voice
their opinions on all the topics con-
cerning them both in and out of
school.

Writers can express their views
in a letter to Letters to the Editor.
All correspondence and letters for
publication must be typed and
signed with the authorʼs daytime
phone number.

The editor-in-chief may withhold
the authorʼs name on request. De-
liver all correspondence to SRC
1560 between regular office hours,
or mail to the Courier, College of
DuPage, 425 Fawell Blvd., Glen
Ellyn, Ill. 60137.

Letters also may be sent by e-
mail. The subject heading to the
e-mail message must read “Letter
to the Editor.” The writerʼs first and
last names, street address, city,
state and complete phone number
with area code must be included
for identity verification by the
Courier. Deadline for letters meant
for publication is noon Tuesday be-
fore publication. E-mail letters can
be sent electronically to
editor@cod.edu.

Letters are subject to editing for
grammar, style, language, length
and libel.

All letters represent the views of
their author.

Although Student Leadership
Council has created new out-
lets for student involvement
and increased visibility to the
college community, the
Courier has some advice for
next year’s officers.

Keep students updated
SLC should investigate a

video or podcasting display
for its weekly meetings to
reach more of the 30,000-plus
students. The Board of
Trustees has devel-
oped an electronic
solution that would
serve as a model.

Offering a newsletter or e-
mail would allow interested
students to keep up with the
progress of SLC even if they
cannot attend every meeting.
This would not only increase
student involvement, but
would allow more ideas to be
generated if students could e-
mail back to SLC officers with
ideas on their own time.
One page meeting sum-
maries would inform those
students who want to be in-
volved but cannot be at the
meetings.

Bring back Collegiate Council
Collegiate Council was

started this fall by SLC presi-
dent Sandy Kim as a way for
all interested clubs and organ-
izations to meet and discuss
events, concerns or accom-
plishments.

Now that a new College
Center will be built, the coun-
cil has reason to be very ac-

tive during the planning and
construction phases.

Without sufficient leader-
ship, the council fizzled after
the first two meetings. Incom-
ing officers must make sure
that this valuable council is
brought back.

Continue to increase
visibility on campus

It will always be a struggle
for SLC to stay visible on a
campus of 30,000 diverse stu-

dents. SLC should
host multiple day,
night and weekend
events each year to

encourage students to partici-
pate. SLC also needs to poll
students on issues important
to the college as officers repre-
sent the student body rather
than allow a small group to
make decisions without feed-
back.

Student Leadership Council
has accomplished a lot this
year. A textbook exchange al-
lows students to buy, sell or
trade textbooks right here on
campus. Kim is a member of
several important committees
on campus, some of which
will decide our futures.

The college has entered into
a time of great change. While
the primary focus at an edu-
cational institution is the stu-
dents, student opinions are
easily overlooked in the plan-
ning of our new buildings
and facilities. SLC must make
sure that all students have a
voice in their futures.

New officers must
continue good year
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Chris Latvys, 19 undecided, Itasca
“Pole vault, It is incredible and dangerous. I use to be in
track and field and it was my favorite sport.”

Derek Kral, 18 undecided, Itasca
“The floor routine, because of the girls that are flipping
around. It’s crazy how they bounce around. Oh, and
basketball.”

Risha Faiz, 20 bioloty, Carol Stream
“Badminton, because I played it in high school. It’s my
favorite sport. I played it for four years.”
Dani Size, 19 nursing, Elmhurst
“Soccer, I played it for 15 years. It is great competition. It
is great to see the different styles that different countries
have. Oh, did I mention I just like soccer?”

Howard Grant, 22 history, Wheaton
“I will be watching track and field. I am a runner and I
love the sport and I love to see the human body at its
ultimate ability and performance as well as the skill.”

“What is your favorite Summer
Olympic sport to watch?”

”
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nce again Kirk Mus-
pratt and the New
Philharmonic have

treated the residents of Du-
Page to an extraordinary con-
cert.

This time it was the won-
derful performance of
Beethoven's Violin Concerto
and seventh symphony in A.

Not only was the orchestra
beyond the pale in the superb
performance of the seventh
symphony, but also the work
of the soloist Ms. Pine was
very good.

Ms. Pine’s performance was
very well received, but it was
her own cadenzas in the vio-
lin concerto that certainly be-
came the high point in the
performance.

These cadenzas should be
played by the orchestras and
soloists thought the world.

The Beethoven seventh was
well played with precision
and verve by conductor Mus-
pratt and was the best per-
formance of the seventh
symphony I have heard.

Earlier in the year we in Du-
Page County were treated to a
very fine performance of
Verdi's “Othello,” Puccini's
“La Boheme” and a first rate
playing of Mozart's “Re-
queim” with Lee Kesselman's
chorus.

Each year Lee Kesselman
improves upon his very fine
performances of the year be-
fore.

I felt that his “Mendelsson's
Song of Praise” symphony for
orchestra and chorus could
not be matched only to have
him pinnacle with Kirk Mus-
pratt in the Mozart “Re-
quiem.”

I was told my the MAC Box
Office that both performances
of the all Beethoven concerts
were sold out and it is no
wonder that the box office
had to turn away 200 people.

This was another season
well done by the New Phil-
harmonic.

Stewart E Brekke
Student
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The Courier accepts letters to the editor from students, staff, faculty and community mem-
bers. Letters are due by noon on the Tuesday prior to publication. Letters must include the
authors name, occupation (student, staff or community member) daytime phone number and
street address for identity verification.

Letters can be dropped off at the Courier office during regular business hours, mailed to the
College of DuPage at 425 Fawell Blvd., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 or e-mailed to editor@cod.edu.

Please place “Letter to the Editor” in the subject line.
IDEAS: __________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

“I never wanted to be a teacher,” said
Paul Sirvatka, recipient of the
Outstanding Faculty Member Award.
“But I got the opportunity in grad school
to lead a course. I loved it. [I] grew to see
it as what I wanted most in my profes-
sional career.”

Sirvatka is a professor of Earth Science
and has taught at the college since 1989.
He holds degrees from the University of
Illinois and Florida State University.
“I love teaching. I would have to say

that teaching is a life-calling more than a
job. If anyone teaches because it pays the
bills, they are in the wrong profession,”

A 16 percent tuition increase
was recently passed by the col-
lege’s Board of Trustees bringing
next fall’s tuition up to $87 a cred-
it hour.
“The tuition increase has killed

hope and opportunities for a bet-

ter life for many poor and work-
ing class students,” said Student
Body President Melissa Foerstel.
Currently, a full time, in-district

student pays $50 per credit for 36
credits a year, excluding summer
quarter. This course load costs
$1,800 a year.
Under the semester system, a

full time student will only take 24

The youth vote may be suffering
across the nation, but here at the
college it’s doing better than ever.
The student election held in

March garnered the college’s high-
est voter turnout for a student
election at 721 votes.
The students elected were David

Ellis for Student Trustee,
Samantha Yozze for Student Body
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Mohit Saini, 20, practiced his follow-through with the college’s cricket club on
Saturday. Last year the club won the national championship. The club will be hold-
ing open tryouts for players on from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on April 16 on the college’s
soccer field. For more information, contact Rich Elliman at 942-3447.

Outstanding faculty
member honored

Capturing the
youth vote

Fall tuition
hike approved

n Record-breaking voter turnout made the
recent student election a success
By Kristina Zaremba
News Editor

see ‘Election’ page 4

By Kristina Zaremba
News Editor

n 16 percent tuition increase for fall 2005, In-
district students will pay $87 per credit hour

see ‘Sirvatka’ page 3

By Kristina Zaremba
News Editor

Voter Turnout for Student Elections
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FREE WEEKLY

Do you prefer the
quarter or semester
system? Why?

“Considering this is a communi-
ty college, when we’re transfer-
ring to semesters it kind of
screws things up during the con-
version.”

Caroline Parro, 18
Roselle
Business

“I don’t know because I have
never been on semesters, so this
will be new for me.”

Sandra
Anderson, 40ish
Des Plaines
Spanish Professor

“Having done both systems
already, quarters are faster,
semesters give you more time to
think and catch up.”

Marcus Gates, 22
Wheaton
Physical
Education

Photopoll

A College of DuPage Student Magazine
Summer 2005  Volume 12, Issue 3

Thank you for choosing
COD. I hope and expect that
you will take full advantage
of all that your college
offers. The faculty and staff
are excellent and dedicated
to you, our students, and
your success.

Programs and services are
available most days every
week. 

Student Leadership
Council offers you an excel-
lent opportunity to serve and
lead the student body; clubs
and societies reflect almost

every inter-
est.

Please use
COD Today
as a reference
to find ways
to engage
with your
college com-
munity. 

We will all be made
stronger by your talents,
skills and effort. 

Sunil Chand, 59, is COD’s 4th
president. 2006 will mark his third
year of service.

CLASSES
College of DuPage offers classes ranging from the tradition-
al classroom style to Internet-based, self-paced and experi-
ential learning. The COD catalog includes nearly 2,000
courses in 100 programs and offers seven degrees.

FULL-TIME STUDENTS 
Students enrolled in 12 or more credit hours in a 16-week
–based term, called a semester, are considered full-time.
To receive financial aid or work as a student, a student must
enroll in at least 6 credit hours. COD athletes must enroll in
at least 12 credit hours for eligibility.

ENROLLMENT
Fall Quarter 2004 was the largest term at the College of
DuPage. Last fall, 33,732 students enrolled at COD. Full-
time students represented 36 percent (12 credit hours mini-
mum), 64 percent registered as part-time. The average class
load of the total student population is 9 credits.
About 60 percent attended classes during the morning and
early afternoon hours with the remaining students attending
evening and weekend courses.
The top five occupational courses by declared major are
Nursing ADN with 1,012 students, Computer Information
Systems with 383 students, Fire Science Technology with
379 students and Graphic Arts with 360 students. These are
self-declared majors and may not reflect actual enrollment
in limited admission programs.

BY THE NUMBERS
College of DuPage (2005) 

• total staff: 3,072
• Administrators: 49
• Classified Staff: 1,029
• Full-time faculty: 338
• Part-time faculty: 1.250
• Student Employees 406

MISSION
The mission of College of DuPage
is to be at the forefront of higher education, serving the
needs of the community. The college will be the first place
residents turn to for the highest quality educational and cul-
tural opportunities. The college will serve as a model of dis-
tinction for community college education.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The board is charged with establishing policy for the financ-
ing, governance, operation and administration of College of
DuPage. Seven voting members are elected from the district
at large. A non-voting student trustee is elected by student
referendum during Spring Semester to serve from April to
April.

QUICK FACTS
The college was founded in 1966 and opened in the fall of
1967. The district encompasses 357 square miles and 51
communities from almost all of DuPage and parts of Will
and Cook Counties. Total population of the college district
(2005) is 1,018,743; total assessed valuation (2003) of
District 502 is $32,963,744,212.

collegeline
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More than 320 full-time
faculty and between 1,000
and 1,500 part-time faculty
teach at COD.  

In the current database there
are a total of over 2,400 part-
time teachers on call and
available if a division needs
them.

The faculty maintains edu-
cational standards through a
network of professional and
academic committees and
associations.

Full-time faculty are repre-
sented by the COD Faculty
Association (CODFA), an
affiliate of the Illinois
Education Association and
National Educational
Association (IEA-NEA).

The Association’s govern-
ing body is the Faculty
Senate. 

Faculty Senate President is

Christine Russell, professor
of chemistry. 

President Elect is Christian
Goergen, professor of politi-
cal science.

The mission of the CODFA
is to work collectively to
shape a positive direction for
the College of DuPage. 

By improving the welfare
of faculty so they can perform
to the best of their ability,
they hope to afford students
the option of learning to the
best of their ability.

Some of the issues that the
Senate subcommittees meet
for include alternative credit,
welfare, degree requirements,
earned compensation, and
many others.

The goal of the CODFA is
to have the best-served local
members of any educational
Association by 2009. 

Faculty steer ship
of academic standards

ACADEMIC CALENDAR
2005-2006

Fall Semester 2005
Wednesday, Aug. 17  Final Registration Begins
Monday, Aug. 29 All Faculty Return 
Wednesday, Aug. 31 Classes Begin
Monday, Sept. 5 Labor Day (no classes)
Tue.-Wed., Oct. 25 & 26 In-service days (no classes)
Thu.-Sun., Nov. 24-27 Thanksgiving recess
Wed.-Tue., Dec. 14-20 Final Exams / Culminating 

Activities
Tuesday, Dec. 20 End of Semester

Spring Semester 2006
Thu.-Fri., Jan. 12 & 13 In-service days (no classes)
Monday, Jan. 16 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Tuesday, Jan. 17 Classes Begin
Tuesday, Feb. 14 In-service day (no classes)
Thursday, March 16 In-service day (no classes)
Fri.-Fri., March 17-24 Spring Break
Wednesday, April 19 In-service day (no classes)
Sat.-Fri., May 13-19 Final Exams / Culminating 

Activities
Friday, May 19 Commencement & End of 

Semester
Summer Semester 2006
Monday, May 29 Memorial Day
Tuesday, May 30 Classes Begin
Tuesday, July 4 Independence Day (no classes)
Sunday, Aug. 6 End of Semester

Testing center
for placement,
pre-course tests

Students have several
appeal processes to turn to if
they believe they have been
mistreated by rules or actions
of an individual employee of
the college.

Academic Regulations
Committee

Students, faculty and staff
consider student petitions on
conflicts with graduation
requirements or unresolved
concerns about academic
records. Decisions are final.
An appeal to the committee is
submitted through the Vice
President of Student Affairs
and must be for classes taken
less than five years before the
petition is submitted.

Judicial Review Board
Faculty, staff and student

representatives hear appeals
from students who think the
did not have a fair hearing by
the college judicial officer on
a disciplinary hearing for vio-

lations of the Student Code of
Conduct and the Course-
Related Academic Integrity
policy. An appeal to the
Judicial Review Board is sub-
mitted through the Vice
President of Student Affairs.

Accessibility and Special 
Needs Committee

Students, staff and faculty
review and make recommen-
dations regarding program
and physical accessibility for
qualified handicapped indi-
viduals. 

Financial Aid Committee
Staff and faculty representa-

tives award scholarships and
review Academic Progress
Appeals. Aid applications and
progress appeals must be sub-
mitted to the Office of
Student Financial Aid by the
posted deadlines. 

Traffic Appeals Committee
Staff and students consider

appeals of students who feel
they have been wrongly tick-
eted for traffic violations on
campus. The initial appeal
form must be submitted
through the Cashier’s office.
The decision of the Traffic
Appeals Committee is final.

Grade Review Procedure
Before requesting a formal

review, a student is urged to
make every effort to resolve
the grievance informally with
the teacher who issued the
final grade. The student may
terminate the formal proce-
dure at any point, but when
the procedure reaches full clo-
sure, the student must abide
by the final disposition of the
appeal. 

The Grade Review
Procedure is fully outlined in
Administrative Procedure
5107. To initiate an inquiry,
students must contact the
associate dean of that depart-
ment.

Assessment and Testing
Services at COD provides a
variety of academic and
career testing support services
including pre-course testing
in Reading, Writing and
Math, tests for flexible learn-
ing courses, the GED exam,
and other specialized tests.

A Reading Pre-Course
Placement Test is mandatory
for students who have accu-
mulated six credit hours of
college-level courses, unless
certain academic require-
ments are met.

A Writing Pre-Course
Placement Test is required for
both new and returning stu-
dents who intend to enroll in
English 1101.

A Math Placement Test is
required for students who
intend to enroll in Math 0482,
1218, 1220, 1428 or 1431 as
their first math course at
COD.

Career interest tests, make-
up exams and the College
Level Examination Program
(CLEP) exams are also
among testing support ser-
vices offered in the testing
lab.

There are 35 different
CLEP tests, 23 of which are
accepted for credit at COD.
The Humanities CLEP test is
taken most often.

The Assessment and
Testing Lab is located in IC
100, and the office is next
door in IC 150. 

Call 942-2400 for more
information.
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The Rainbow Dancer, created by artist Jerry Peart, is displayed in the southwest corner of the Student Resource Center and is the primary art of the college.

The COD Web site con-
tains a considerable amount of
information for students, their
classes and events happening
around the college.

The Counseling and
Advising section of the web-
site gives all of the necessary
procedures to talk to an advis-
er or counselor while also
allowing students to e-mail
these individuals various
questions or comments
regarding schoolwork and
their personal lives.

Students also can register
for classes and pay for them
in the Registration section.

Forget waiting in long
lines, the COD Web site
allows students to pick the
classes that they want from
their computer, while also
allowing students to drop and
add classes at a later date.

Students can also check
their current status in classes
and make payments as well.

Overall, this Web site can
help in every way.

Student rules have much appeal

The front page of the COD Web site has links to Registration, Counseling/Advising, Records, Library,
COD Catalog and everything College of DuPage.

A message from COD’s President

Web site is a wonder for students

2005-2006

The college Catalog, pub-
lished every two years,
has course descriptions
and general information.

Produced by the Courier student publications staff

COD TODAY 

COD TODAY 

SO ABOUT STUDENTS

SO ABOUT YOU
1999 Courier Web • 24/7

1967 Courier Student Newspaper • Weekly on Fridays
1992 COD Today New Student Issue • Annual

1994 Chaparral Student Magazine • Spring & Summer

Our College of DuPage Publications...

Our Advertising...

Call us at 630-942-3379 or e-mail leonej@cdnet.cod.edu to reach more than 34,000 College of DuPage readers nestled in the DuPage County region 30 miles west of Chicago.

Call us at 630-942-3379 or e-mail leonej@cdnet.cod.edu to reach more than 34,000 College of DuPage readers nestled in the DuPage County region 30 miles west of Chicago.
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Write a letter to the editor. 
Send an email to: 
editor@cod.edu

Please call Jordan Glover, 
Editor-in-Chief at (630) 942-

2683 with any questions.

Letters to the Editor

Picture Imperfect

The PROBLEM: The public bulletin board near the Student
Leadership Council office is over filled with flyers, causing
more of an eye sore than assistance to students.
The SOLUTION: The board should be cleaned off at least
once a month, instead of a few times a year. 

Photo by Aldo Blanco


