
The Chaps men’s track and
field team came so close last
year to a national title. They
fell 17 points short on the
third day of competition and
finished third.

This year, track coach Jane
Vatchev hopes that her tal-
ented team will win it all.

“She really hasn’t said any-
thing but we went to nation-
als last year and lost by 17
points,” returning sprinter
Ricky Green said. “She ex-
pects us to finish better this
year because our team is
deeper.”

This depth is due to a strong
core of returning track ath-
letes. Returning national
champions Ben Kerrigan and
Adam Werner anchor the
men’s team this year.

Vatchev also has a strong
core from her cross country
men’s and women’s team
helping her out this season.
The coach’s rapport with

these athletes moves DuPage
ahead of the pack.

“That’s part of the reason
why I took the position as
cross country (coach),”
Vatchev said. “There is good
coordination. It makes it a
very smooth transition from
one sport to the next. “

Vatchev said that she al-
ready knows the strengths
and weaknesses of her cross
country athletes and knows
what they need to improve
on.

Track co-captains Ricky
Malak and Justin Jones and
teammates Kerrigan and John
Fisher were instrumental in
cross country this year. For
the women’s team, Becca
Smith and Ashley Majors
bring experience on the
women’s team from the fall
running season. They all
bring valuable experience and
chemistry to the track team.

Malak said that team unity
is one of the track team’s
strengths.

“We all are very close,”

Malak said. “We are building
a lot of team chemistry and
that will help us for nation-
als.”

The Chaps began their track
season Saturday at Kenosa,
Wis. Many athletes qualified
for nationals.

Werner and Kerrigan quali-
fied for the men in the pole
vault with vaults of 12-11 ¾
and 10-11 ¾, respectively.
Nate Lovik ran 51. 87 seconds
in the 400-meter dash. Jones
made the cut in the 800-meter
dash with a time of 2:01.14.

The relay team of Kerrigan,
Werner, Jones and Lovik ran
to nationals in the 1,600-meter
relay with a time of 3:36.09.

On the women’s team, Leah
Kuzimicz qualified with a
pole vault of 7-11 ½. Team-
mate Kristen Heckert ran
2:30.44 in the 800-meter dash
to make the cut.

The Chaparrals next meet is
at Lewis University in
Romeoville.

The meet begins Saturday at
11 a.m.
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To give up 24 runs in base-
ball is horrible.

To give up 24 points in foot-
ball is only an average per-
formance.

To give up 24 points in bas-
ketball is what a coach would
only dream of.

That dream became a reality
for women’s basketball coach
Cris Cotton. His team de-
feated rival Triton 68-24 Sat-
urday at the PE Arena with
amazing defense.

“When you give up 24
points, you are going to win,”
Cotton said.

The Chaps had a difficult
time hitting their shots. They
made 21 of 72 shots for a 29
percent average.

DuPage played a good zone
defense on Triton and would
box out well to put pressure
on the Trojan shooters. Triton
hit only 11 of their 63 shots
for a dismal 17 percent.

“A lot of (Triton’s missed
shots) has to do with us clos-
ing in on the shooters,” Cot-
ton said. “It’s easy to make an
open shot and hard to make a
pressured one.”

The Chaps only led 23-17

with six minutes left in the
first half. Triton played good
zone defense early. Forwards
Amanda Smith and Danielle
Roden grabbed down 11 of
the team’s 14 offensive re-
bounds in the first half to help
keep offensive possessions
alive.

The forwards helped Du-
Page outrebound the Trojans
61-39. At game’s end, Smith
and Roden pulled down 16
and 14 boards, respectively.

“We just started with our
new offense today and we
had great positioning to re-
bound,” Smith said.

The Chaps only scored eight
points in the last 10 minutes
of the first half but their de-
fense gave up just four points.
They went on a 45-7 run to
end the game and solidify
their reputation as a defensive
team.

“Even though we started
out playing at their level early
on, we can be a great team if
we play together,” guard
LaChelle Williams said.

Williams came off the bench
and led the team with 21
points. Overall, DuPage
outscored Triton’s bench 25-0.
Guard Bonnie Nge added 17

points while Williams scored
15 points.

Despite the poor shooting,
Cotton said he was happy
with his team’s three-point
shooting. The coach’s team hit
eight shots beyond the arch.

“Our three-point shooters
had a decent game,” Cotton
said.

Center Mary Beth Broda
continued to struggle in the
post. She missed her first six
shots before making a layup
late in the game.

Broda said she was exuber-
ant after the two points.

“The first word I said was

‘thank you’ because I was
frustrated,” Broda said.

Broda hasn’t been scoring
frequently inside but she said
that her coach is understand-
ing.

“My job this year isn’t to
score 20 points a game but to
play defense, rebound and
box out,” the center said.

The Chaps record improves
to 15-9 with the win. Their
Region IV record moves to
4-1.
Their next game is against

Rocky Valley Saturday at the
PE Arena. The game begins at
5 p.m.

By Bob Bajek
Sports Editor

By Bob Bajek
Sports Editor
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Defense dominates rival Triton
Cotton’s squad
gives up season
low 24 points

Track team tries to build
on last year’s success

Danielle Roden battles Triton’s Chiquita Ellis for the offensive board. Roden pulled down 14 rebounds in Saturday’s game.

Deb Youngs practices for the hammer throw. Youngs is a soph-
omore and is competing in track for a second year.
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Athlete of the Week

Name: Amanda Smith
Sport: Basketball
Major: Psychology
Year: Freshman
Age: 19
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Q: Have you played
other positions?
A: At Willowbrook
High School, I played
guard and forward.
Now, I switch it up
and go behind the
arch.

Q: What’s your fa-
vorite position?
A: Forward because
I’ve played that a lot.

Q: What’s most chal-
lenging about being a
forward?
A: Shooting over the
taller girls.

Q: Who inspires you?
A: My high school

coach Troy Nelson.
He was always push-

ing me. He knew what
would make me a bet-
ter player.

Q: What do you love
about basketball?
A: I just love the game.

It’s a fast paced
sport. You are always
moving.

Q: What has basketball
taught you?
A: It has taught me to
be competitive, patient
and being a part of the
team.

Q: What was you best
game?

A: It was the game
against Harper (this
year).

I scored 19 points, a
career high.

Q: What’s your fa-
vorite memory of bas-
ketball?
A: Playing against Oak
Park in high school.

I hit the game win-
ning free throw.

Q: Have you won any
awards?
A: In high school, I
won all-conference, all-
tournament and ath-
lete of the year.

I was also Daily Her-
ald Player of the Week.

NOVEMBER
Tue., 13 LAKE COUNTY L 93-96(3ot)
Sat., 17 at Olive harvey L 60-64
Tue., 20 KISHWAUKEE W 78-55
Tue., 27 at Waubonsee L 60-88
Fri., 30 DUPAGE TOURNEY W 72-59
DECEMBER
Sat., 1 DUPAGE TOURNEY L 52-65
Tue., 4 PRAIRIE STATE W 71-67
Thu., 6 BENEDICTINE JV W 83-56
Tue., 11 OAKTON postponed
Fri., 14 William Bear Classic

at Highland College W 70-52
Sat., 15 William Bear Classic L 63-90

at Highland College L 59-74
JANUARY
Fri., 4 MORTON W 68-56
Sat., 5 at Sauk Valley W 82-61
Tue., 8 at South Suburban L 49-82
Thu., 10 KENNEDY-KING L 49-57
Sat., 12 at Illinois Valley L 61-65
*Tue., 15 JOLIET L 62-64
Thu., 17 MALCOLM X W 73-64(ot)
Sat., 19 ROBERT MORRIS JV W 75-47
*Tue., 22 at Rock Valley L 53-71
*Sat., 26 at Harper W 54-51
*Tue., 29 WRIGHT W 61-59
FEBURARY
*Sat., 2 TRITON W 95-91
*Tue., 5 at Joleit W 57-49
*Sat., 9 ROCK VALLEY 7 p.m.
*Tue., 12 HARPER 7 p.m.
Sat., 16 at Moraine Valley 3 p.m.
*Tue., 19 at Wright 7 p.m.
*Sat., 23 at Triton 7 p.m.
Thu., 28 REGION IV PLAYOFFS

at Harper TBA
MARCH
Sat., 1 REGION IV CHAMPIONSHIP

at Harper TBA
Thu., 13-15 NJCAA Division III Nationals

at Delhi, N.Y.

OCTOBER
Tue., 23 NORTHWESTERN CLUB 5 p.m.

(scrimmage)
Sun., 28 at Ill.-Springfield TBA

(jamboree)
NOVEMBER
Sat., 3 at Malcolm X W 61-52
Tue., 6 at Madison (Wis.) Tech W 53-50
Tue., 13 McHENRY W 57-50
Thu., 15 ODYSSEY L 50-52
Sat., 17 ANOKA-RAMSEY (Minn.) L 56-75
Tue., 20 KISHWAUKEE L 66-75
Tue., 27 at Waubonsee W 57-45
DECEMBER
Sat., 1 at Highland L 46-78
Tue., 4 PRAIRIE STATE W 63-55
Sat., 8 SAUK VALLEY W 77-71
Tue., 11 OAKTON W 80-43
Thu., 28 HOLIDAY INVITATIONAL

(Kishwaukee, Lake County, W 67-60
and Malcolm X)

Fri., 29 HOLIDAY INVITATIONAL
W 83-29

JANUARY
Fri., 4 MORTON W 81-33
Tue., 8 at South Suburban L 60-75
Thu., 10 KENNEDY-KING W 58-54
Sat., 12 at Illinois Valley L 59-66
*Tue., 15 JOLIET W 71-63
Sat., 19 MADISON (Wis.) TECH L 54-62
*Tue., 22 at Rock Valley L 67-70
Thu., 24 KANKAKEE L 50-83
*Sat., 26 at Harper W 66-42
*Tue., 29 WRIGHT W 70-42
FEBURARY
*Sat., 2 TRITON W 68-24
*Tue., 5 at Joliet L 69-70
*Sat., 9 ROCK VALLEY 5 p.m.
*Tue., 12 HARPER 5 p.m.
Sat., 16 at Moraine Valley 1 p.m.
*Tue., 19 at Wright 5 p.m.
*Sat., 23 at Triton 5 p.m.
Wed., 27 REGION IV PLAYOFFS TBA

at Harper
MARCH
Sat., 1 REGION IV CHAMPIONSHIP

at Harper 5 p.m.
Thu., 13-15 NJCAA Division III Nationals

at Delhi, N.Y.

NOVEMBER
Fri., 9 Maroon Invite-University of Chicago 6 p.m.
Sat., 10 Maroon Invite-University of Chicago 9:30 a.m.
Sat., 17 at Illinois Wesleyan University 10 a.m.
Fril, 30 Wheaton Invitational-

Wheaton College 9:30 a.m.
DECEMBER
Sat., 1 Wheaton Invitational-

Wheaton College 9:30 a.m.
Sat., 8 North Central Invite at

Naperville Central High School 12 p.m.
JANUARY
Fri., 18 at University of Chicago Invitational 6 p.m.
Sat., 19 at University of Chicago Invitational 6 p.m.
Fri., 25 at Lincoln 6 p.m.
Sat., 26 at Benedictine University 10 a.m.
FEBURARY
Sat., 9 Titan Diving Invitational

at Illinois Wesleyan 11 a.m.
Fri., 15 REGION IV CHAMPIONSHIP

at Lincoln, Ill. 11 a.m.
Sat., 16 REGION IV CHAMPIONSHIP

at Lincoln, Ill. 10 a.m.
Fri., 22 Midwest Invitational

at Wheaton College TBA
Sat., 23 Midwest Invitational

at Wheaton College TBA
MARCH
Tue., 4 - NJCAA National Championships
Sat., 8 at Indian River Community College

Fort Pierce, Fla. TBA

* denotes conference games
HOME GAMES IN CAPS

WOMENʼS BASKETBALL

SWIMMING AND DIVING

MENʼS BASKETBALL WOMENʼS B-BALL CONT
Sport Schedule Winter ‘08

Corrections
In the Feb. 1 issue on page 21, the

women’s basketball team was incor-
rectly ranked defensively.

The article said that the Chaps were
ranked fourth in the region and 16th
nationally. However, the team is
ranked first in defense in Region IV
and eight nationally. We regret the
error.

Men’s Basketball
The Chaparrals defeated their rival

the Joliet Wolves 57-49 on the road
Tuesday.

Point guard Tim Niles scored 14
points. Starting guard Ryan
Tyszkiewicz put in 12 points and both
Otis Scarver and John Shodipo added
10 points.

DuPage survived a poor shooting
performance by hitting only 31 percnet
of their shots. The Wolves shot 34 per-
cent from the field.

Klaas’ team won their fourth in a row
and improves their record to 13-11. The
Chaps go to 4-2 in Region IV play.

Swimming and Diving
The Chaparral diving team is attend-

ing the Titan Diving Invitational at Illi-
nois Wesleyan University in
Bloomington this Saturday. The event
will start at 11 a.m.

The men’s and women’s swim team’s
next meet is the Regional meet at Lin-
coln, Ill. The Regional meet will begin
on Friday, Feb. 15 at 11 a.m. and con-
tinue Saturday, Feb. 16 at 10 a.m.

Baseball
The Chaparral baseball team is be-

ginning their season this week in New
Orleans. They are playing a four day
tournament from Feb. 7-10.

They will face off against Delgado
Community College and Pensacola

Junior Varsity.
Head coach Dan Kusinski has four re-

turning players from last year’s squad.
He is hoping that his young team will
play well this season.

Track and Field
The College of DuPage track team is

looking for any student interested in
signing up for the men and women’s
teams. No experience is necessary. If
you are interested in signing up, con-
tact Coach Jane Vatchev at (630) 942-
3329 or meet her in her office at PE 205.

Obtain a membership
To use the athletic facilities students

must be enrolled in at least six credit
hours and have a P.E. pass.

Community members can purchase
an annual or seasonal membership
card that allows use of the facilities.

Gold memberships cost $350 annu-
ally and $100 seasonally, bronze mem-
berships cost $300 annually and $80
seasonally and silver memberships
cost $250 annually and $70
seasonally. Seasonal memberships are
valid for three months.

The P.E. and Community Recreation
Center includes the strength complex,
P.E. arena, diving and lap pools, fitness
center, and racquetball.

Contact the Athletics office for more
details.

P.E. passes available
Obtain a student I.D. in the P.E.

building for $5. You can obtain a pass
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. to 8
p.m. on Monday through Friday and 8
a.m. to 12 p.m. on Saturday.

You can also get an athletic pass for
$10 The I.D’s are both convenient and
versatile. The card can be used as a li-
brary card, as a P.E. pass, and as a stu-
dent I.D. for local discounts.

SportsBriefs



Saturday’s game wasn’t
going well. Triton guard Alex
Heard scored his team’s last
eight points to cut the Chaps
lead to 93-91 with 22 seconds
left.

Three key players were out.
Two others were almost fouled
out. Someone had to step up.

Starter Reggie Smith and the
bench stopped the charging
Trojans and held on for a 95-91
victory at the PE Arena.

Heard missed the Trojans last
shot and Smith rebounded the
ball to seal the victory.

“I just came down and I
needed to get it,” Smith said.
“(The game) was too close not
to.”

Head coach Don Klaas
wasn’t happy with how the
game ended. His team let a 16-
point second half lead almost
slip away.

“We didn’t do well down the
stretch,” Klaas said.

Klaas’ team was shorthanded
the last few minutes. Tim Niles
and Rob Odumuyiwa fouled

out and starter Otis Scarver
hurt his ankle.

With the Chaps best free
throw shooter Niles on the
bench, the Trojans decided to
foul the struggling Smith. The
guard hit two out of four free
throws to extend the lead to
four.

“I’ve been struggling in prac-
tice and it carried over to the
game,” Smith said. “I was
thinking about it too much.”

The Chaps hit 30 of 43 free
throws from the line. Triton
made 24 of 37.
“We hit enough to win but it
wasn’t good,” Klaas said.
“Reggie made enough.”

Earlier in the game, starter
John Shodipo got into foul
trouble. Forward Jon Gillett
came off the bench and played
21 minutes. He scored 5 points
and had 5 boards.
“It didn’t affect me,” Gillett

said of filling in.
Gillett’s big assignment was

slowing down Triton forwards
Demetrius Young and Mylin
Northern. Young exploded
with 37 points and 11 re-
bounds.

“A lot of their post scoring
was on rebounds and put
backs,” Gillett said.

Odumuyiwa came off the
bench and scored 13 points.
Guards Tim Niles and Ryan
Tyszkiewicz led the scoring
with 23 and 16 points, respec-
tively.

Niles fouled out with two
minutes left in the game while
trying to take a charge. The
All-American had to watch the
rest of the game but was
happy with his teammates’
performance.

“We have a lot of athletic
guys that come off the bench,”
Niles said. “We expect that of
them because they are good
players. They know their
roles.”

The Chaps out shot the Tro-
jans 60 to 50 percent. DuPage
also won the battle of the
boards by pulling down 37 re-
bounds to Triton’s 27.

The Chaps third win in a row
takes their record above .500 at
12-11. They are 3-2 in Region
IV play. Their next opponent is
Rock Valley at the PE Arena.
Tip off is at 7 p.m.
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College of DuPage Off-Campus Centers

We’re inYour
Neighborhood!
We offer credit and non-credit classes for all ages.
And we’re close to home and work!

C.O.D. Addison Regional Center
301 S. Swift Road
Addison, IL 60101
(630) 942-4600

C.O.D. Bloomingdale Center
162 S. Bloomingdale Road
Bloomingdale, IL 60108
(630) 942-4900 

C.O.D. Carol Stream Community
Education Center
500 N. Kuhn Road
Carol Stream, IL 60188
(630) 942-4888

C.O.D. Naperville Regional Center
1223 Rickert Drive
Naperville, IL 60540
(630) 942-4700

C.O.D. West Chicago Community
Education Center
930 E. Roosevelt Road (Lorlyn Plaza)
West Chicago, IL 60185
(630) 231-3348

C.O.D. Westmont Regional Center
650 Pasquinelli Drive
Westmont, IL 60559
(630) 942-4800

For more information, please visit
www.cod.edu/RegionalCtrs

Naperville

Carol Stream

West Chicago

Addison

Westmont

College of DuPage

Bloomingdale

MALE DONORS
WANTED

For Donor Insemination Program
STIPEND OF $75 PER SAMPLE

For more information please call
630-810-0217

“It’s just not the right time”

Team depth rescues
Chaps against Trojans
By Bob Bajek
Sports Editor

Rob Odumuyiwa scores on a fast break against Triton.
Odumuyiwa had 13 points and six boards off the bench.
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