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Long-time student
helps basketball
program with his talent

By Bob Bajek
Sports Editor

Alex Marsh has two identities: book-
store employee by day and super fan
by night.

The 38-year old student loves film-
ing basketball and other sports and
enjoys supporting the Chaparrals
even when he’s not taping the games.

“He’s a fixture,” assistant men’s bas-
ketball coach Scott Wager said. “Come
basketball season you can count on
seeing Alex.”

Marsh, a graduate of Wheaton Cen-
tral High School, started filming bas-
ketball games in 1984 at his high
school. He started working the score-
board and then taped games for for-
mer Wheaton Central head coach
Berry Brennan.

When he graduated in 1988, Marsh
began attending the college and im-
mediately looked for employment.

“I went to the locker room and
asked where the coach was,” Marsh
said.

Head men’s basketball coach Don
Klaas hired Marsh to help as the team
manager. He worked with handling
equipment and washing uniforms for
four years.

Forward Michael Blan said Marsh’s
presence is felt.

“It's good for the team to have
someone always watch us,” Blan said.
His biggest assistance to the men’s
and women’s teams has been filming

their games.

“Alex’s service to us is critical be-
cause every game we need to break

[ —

im ‘Super Fan’
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Alex Marsh prepares to film the men’s basketball game Tuesday night. Marsh has been helping both the men’s and the

women’s teams for the last 19 years.

down what we did right and what we
did wrong,” Wager said. “It is an es-
sential teaching tool for us.”

The average person might wonder
why a man would be so devoted to a
sport. Marsh said that basketball is
special to him.

“I love basketball; the players and
the atmosphere,” Marsh said. “With-
out basketball, I would probably stop
working.”

Marsh has filmed many men’s and
women’s basketball games during his
19-year stay at the college. He has de-
veloped many friendships here. One
close friendship is with former
women’s basketball coach Beth
Mitchell.

Mitchell called Marsh a few weeks
ago and offered him the opportunity
to film her team’s games at Wheaton

Academy. He remembered what she
said

“She said that I need the A-Train,”
Marsh said.

Another good friend is shooting
guard Bonnie Nge from the women's
basketball team.

“Alex is really easy to get along
with,” Nge said. “We all like to joke
around with him because he’s funny.”

Marsh considers himself a part of
the team. He enjoys recalling thrilling
contests. One of his favorite games
was the men’s loss against Lake
County last month.

“That game I'll never forget,” Marsh
said. “Three overtimes. Coach Klaas
had to keep his players together. I was
kind of heartbroken.”

Marsh has been here so long that
even the secretaries joke with him.

“As Lisa (Oddo) said, “You are never
gonna get out of here,”” Marsh said.

Marsh has become a part of the PE
family. He has experienced the tragic
death of his friend and former trainer
Julie Svec. She died in a car accident in
1999. He attended her funeral.

“They needed to come together as a
family,” Marsh said. “I was part of
that family.”

Marsh has helped with soccer.
When he isn’t filming, he occasionally
watches football and swimming.

His ultimate goal is to work on a tel-
evision station or even ESPN and do
production. He said that filming these
games has given him the skill to work
professionally.

Marsh said that he will continue to
help the college anyway he can.

“There’s no I in team,” Marsh said.

Chaps hold on to beat Pioneers

four turnovers in less then a

By Bob Bajek
Sports Editor

The women'’s basketball
team appeared to be in cruise
control during Tuesday
night’s game in the PE Arena.

They jumped ahead 31-9
against Prairie State in the
game’s first 17 minutes. They
were rebounding, scoring and
defending very well.

The Pioneers, however,
made sure an easy win wasn't
going to happen.

The Chaps won 63-55 after
holding off an aggressive
comeback from the Pioneers.

“We thought they weren’t a
good outside shooting team
and they pulled a 180 in the
second half,” head coach
Chris Cotton said.

The Pioneers were able to
come back because DuPage
stopped pressuring Prairie
State point guard Claudea
Locke. Locke committed four-
turnovers and was held to
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Bonnie Nge struggles to the hoop in Tuesday’s game. Nge and
her teammates overcame Prairie State’s physical attack.

two points in the game’s first
17 minutes. The Pioneer of-
fensive looked lost without
their floor leader.

“We knew that a zone
would beat them because

Locke was their only true
point guard,” Cotton said.
When the Chaps lightened
their defense on Locke, she
added nine more points and
ignited her offense with better

passes. The Pioneers quickly
closed the gap to 40-35 within
nine minutes.

Part of this poor play was
from the lack of a post pres-
ence. Cotton’s team missed 14
baskets five feet or closer.

“It's an off night for the
post,” center Mary Beth Broda
said. “We’ll work on it in
practice.”

During an 11-2 run by the
Chaparrals, shooting guard
Bonnie Nge was constantly
being knocked down hard.
Nge said that it didn’t bother
her.

“Itry not to let it get to me
because that’s sportsman-
ship,” Nge said. “The referees
though should’ve called
(fouls).”

Prairie State continued play-
ing aggressive defense and
gained numerous second
chance points to pull the
game to 58-55 with 2:20 left.

The Chaps helped their op-
ponent’s cause by making

minute.

“When the game was close,
they put more ball pressure
on us and we ended up
throwing the ball away,” Nge
said.

In the final seconds, forward
Amanda Smith was four for
four from the line to put the
game out of reach. Overall,
DuPage shot six for 15 on sec-
ond half free throws.

“Those are the ones that
count,” Smith said of her
clutch free throws.

Smith led the attack on the
glass, nabbing 11 rebounds.
She was a key figure in help-
ing her team out rebound
Prairie State 35-28.

“One of our goals is to out
rebound the other team,”
Smith said.

The victory moves the
Chaps to 5-4. Their next oppo-
nent is Sauk Valley this Satur-
day in the PE Arena. Tip-off is
at1p.m.
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Swimmers hold their own
in Wheaton Inviational

By Bob Bajek
Sports Editor

Loud cheering could be heard com-
ing from Chrouser Aquatic Center at
Wheaton College last weekend. Many
fans of Midwestern schools supported
their swimmers in the Wheaton Invi-
tational.

The Chaparrals were the only junior
college competing at the meet. Head
coach Marc Gamble said that it was
good exposure for his swimmers.

“I like to go against four year
schools because it showcases the tal-
ents of the swimmers,” Gamble said.
“Also, when a freshman goes against
a senior, it shows where they’re at.”

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
and Grand Valley State University
dominated the competition. The
Chaps, however, usually placed last.

“We were going for personal times,”
swimmer Mike Rose said. “We knew
we weren’t going to do that good.”

Swimmer Joe Imbrogno was about
to race the 100-yard fly when a fault
was called.

“It sounded like they waited a little
longer then normal when he said take
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Carly Murray takes a strong stroke in the women’s 100-yard butterfly.
Murray competed in the 27th Annual Wheaton College Swimming Invitational

on Saturday.

your marks,” Imbrogno said.

Imbrogno then had to refocus right
away while everything was being set-
tled.

“I just got back on the block,” Im-
brogno said.

Rose said he took away something
positive from being pushed by more
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experienced swimmers.

“It doesn’t matter who you go
against, you should always try your
hardest,” Rose said.

The highlight of the meet was when
swimmer Carly Murray swam one
minute and 4.94 seconds in the 100 fly.
She placed third out of eight, the high-

est a DuPage swimmer finished in a
race.

“I think I do better racing against
people faster then me because they
push me,” Murray said.

Despite not placing well for most of
the Wheaton Invitational, many Chap-
arral swimmers made national cuts.

Murray and teammate Marian Card-
well, the only women swimmers,
made national cuts in the three events
that they each raced in.

Swimmer Kyle Kohls got a 1:13.53
and 2:44.78 in the 100 and 200 breast
stroke, respectively. Teammate Rob
Augustine qualified in the 100 breast
stroke with a 1:19.80.

The men’s relay team also qualified
for nationals. The team of Kohls, Im-
brogno, Rose and Augustine achieved
a time of 4:07 in the 400 relay.

The Chaparrals next meet is Satur-
day at Naperville Central High School
at noon.

Gamble said that he’s looking for
his team to improve on their funda-
mentals.

“Our swimmers need to work on the
little things like streamlines, push offs,
flip turns and intensity in their races
at the end,” Gamble said.
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Niles, Odumuyiwa lift
Chaps past Pioneers
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Point guard Tim Niles gives a Pioneer defender trouble in the second half of
Tuesday’s game. Niles finished with a team high 26 points.

By Bob Bajek
Sports Editor

Guard Rob Odumuyiwa isn’t that
well known coming off the bench. He
is a freshman trying to gain playing
time and assist the team any way he
can.

In Tuesday night’s 71-67 win over
Prairie State at the PE Arena, Odu-
muyiwa supported All-American Tim
Niles in leading the Chaps to victory.

“I had to step up for the team,” Odu-
muyiwa said.

To stop Niles, Prairie State pressured
him heavily in the second half. The
point guard, who scored 26 points,
struggled against the defense and had
six turnovers in the half.

“Alot of it was over dribbling,”
Niles said. “It was due to the same
play and I was trying to look for the
open man.”

When Niles was being pressured,
Odumuyiwa was another target for the
Pioneer defense to worry about. He
scored 15 points off the bench.

The freshman said he is hoping this
good showing will improve his posi-
tion on the team.

“I was looking for the opportunity to
show my coach what I can do,” Odu-
muyiwa said.

Niles and teammate Otis Scarver hit
key free throws in the final minutes to
edge the Pioneers. DuPage hit 14 out
of 15 from the line while Prairie State
was 10 for 22. Niles was 10 of 11 from

the line overall.

“The bench helped me out a lot (with
support),” Niles said.

Center Ken Oguokiri and Odu-
muyiwa combined for 15 of the Chap-
arrals’ 28 rebounds. Even though
Prairie State had 29, the Chaps con-
trolled the boards at times during the
game.

“I was looking for the open lanes be-
cause they weren’t boxing out,” Odu-
muyiwa said. “I used my speed to get
the ball.”

Guard Ryan Tyszkiewicz was effec-
tive early on. He hit three trays in the
first half but hurt his lower back when
a Pioneer player charged into him.
Tyszkiewicz missed most his shots
after the injury.

“I took a charge and I fell on my back
kind of hard,” Tyszkiewicz said.

The Pioneers were lead by starters
Martell Nelson and Ronald King who
scored 20 and 16 points, respectively.
Nelson dominated the boards and
scored inside consistently.

The Pioneers had only eight players
to DuPage’s 15, but head coach Don
Klaas said that only five players are ef-
fecting the game on the court.

“They had very good talent,” Klaas
said of the Pioneers. “They had a nice
combination of inside and outside
play.

The victory moves the Chaps record
to 3-4. Their next game is Tuesday
against Oakton at the PE Arena. The
game starts at 7 p.m.
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Otis Scarver tries to hang onto the ball during the Chaparral Invitational last
Friday. Coach Don Klaas started the tournament 30 years ago.

Chaparral Invitational
celebrates 30 years

By Bob Bajek
Sports Editor

Every successful coach leaves be-
hind a legacy. Whether it's winning a
championship or developing talent, it
defines a coach’s career.

Men’s head basketball coach Don
Klaas has done all that, however, he
also helped to create a tournament for
the college during his first season as
head coach. On Friday and Saturday,
Klaas” team hosted the 30th annual
Chaparral Invitational.

“We decided to have a Thanksgiv-
ing tournament,” Klaas said. “We just
wanted to have a holiday tourna-
ment.”

Klaas said that for the first 27 years,
the tournament has been played on

Thanksgiving weekend. Teams from
all over the Midwest would attend. In
the last few years the tournament has
become more localized.

“It’s getting more expensive to
travel,” Klaas said.

Some of Klaas’ players expressed
their views of the tournament.

“It’s traditional,” center Ken Og-
buokiri said. “Usually COD wins the
tournament.”

“It’s a good change of pace,” guard
Mike Wood said. “It’s different bas-
ketball playing four year JV teams.”

Even though the tournament is im-
portant to Klaas, he doesn’t value
these two games any more than the
rest on the schedule.

“We tell our kids that the next game
is the most important,” Klaas said.

“It’s just not the righ
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SportBriefs

Men’s Basketball

The Chaparrals split the 30th annual
Chaparral Invite last weekend at the PE
Arena.

On Friday, the Chaps hosted the
North Central College JV squad and
beat the Cardinals 72-59.

DuPage overwhelmed the Cardinals
with superior shooting (69 percent) and
out rebounded North Central 28 to 19.

Starters Tim Niles and Otis Scarver
led the way with scoring 22 and 20
points, respectively.

Scarver and teammate Ryan
Tyszkiewicz controlled the boards with
eight rebounds while center Ken Og-
buokiri nabbed six.

The Chaps then fall to the Sauk Valley
Skyhawks 65-52 on Saturday.

Klaas’ team didn’t shoot well (40 per-
cent) and were only three for eight
from the line.

They also had 18 turnovers.

Tyszkiewicz scored 12 points and
Scarver added 10. Ogbuokiri pulled
down eight boards.

Even with the loss, the Chaps moved
the ball well for 14 assists and had six
steals.

Women’s Basketball

The Chaparrals fell to the Highland
Community College Scotties 78-46 on
the road on Saturday.

Highland made 31 baskets opposed
to the Chaps 16. The Scotties also hit
nine three pointers to the Chaparrals
four.

Point guard LaChelle Willimas added
13 points while teammates Mary Beth
Broda and Amanda Smith put in eight
and seven points, respec-
tively.

With the loss, DuPage evens its record
to 4-4.

Women’s Soccer

Striker and teamleader Kelsey Muru-
ato has been named a first team All-
American by the National Junior
College Athetic Association.

Besides being an All-American, Mu-
ruato was named the Most Valuable
player in the North Central Commu-
nity College Conference and was All-
Region IV.

Muruato was sixth in the nation in
scoring. She had 19 goals and 17 assists
this season, which adds to 55 total
points.

Obtain a membership

To use the athletic facilities students
must be enrolled in at least six credit
hours and have a PE. pass.

Community members can purchase
an annual or seasonal membership
card that allows use of the facilities.

Gold memberships cost $350 annu-
ally and $100 seasonally, bronze mem-
berships cost $300 annually and $80
seasonally and silver memberships cost
$250 annually and $70
seasonally. Seasonal memberships are
valid for three months.

The P.E. and Community Recreation
Center includes the strength complex,
PE. arena, diving and lap pools, fitness
center, and racquetball.

Contact the Athletics office for more
details.

P.E. passes available

Obtain a student I.D. in the P.E. build-
ing for $5. You can obtain a pass from 8
am. to 1l p.m. and 5 p.m. to 8§ p.m. on
Monday through Friday and 8 a.m. to
12 p.m. on Saturday.

You can also get an athletic pass for
$10.
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Or Email: jmcameron@ups.com

For more information and details on upcoming Info Sessions,
text the word "Seasonal" to 30364.

UPS is an equal opportunity employer.

NOMINATION FORM

StUdentS, take a few minutes to nominate your most outstanding
full-time or part-time teacher, counselor or librarian. Your candidate should be
someone who challenges students to ask more of themselves, prepares
students to make life choices, improves students’ skills for employment

and/or success in academic endeavors, motivates students to be active,
concerned citizens both in their community and in school.

MY NOMINATION FOR THE FACULTY MERIT AWARD IS:

College of DuPage

Outstanding Faculty
Award 2007-2008

Nominations Due to the

(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)

Please tell us why you consider this faculty member to be outstanding. It is an
honor for faculty to be nominated for this award. In addtion to a monetary
award, the winner receives recognition at the state level.You may attach a
separate sheet of paper.

Academic Affairs Office,
Building BA

by Fri., Jan. 25, 2008

ADDITIONAL NOMINATION FORMS AVAILABLE AT:

+ Academic Affairs (BA)
« Library Circulation Desk
+ Fine & Applied Arts Office (AC160)

- Student Activities (SRC1800) NOMINATED BY: (Your Name)

* Regional Centers

+ Student Affairs Office (IC2115)

+ M Building 163

« Information Desk (SRC South Hallway)

+ Academic Division Offices (1C1028, 1C2026, IC3028, 1C3098)

For more information: Call the Academic Affairs Office at 630-942-2690.






