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EDITORIAL

Should the homeless be allowed to ride Route 714?
PointCounterPoint

ACE is condoning
an attitude of help-
lessness and disre-

gard towards the homeless by
allowing them to ride its
buses all day.

Instead, PACE should en-
force a policy that requires
riders to get off the bus at a
destination before completion
of the route.

The restriction would end a
temporary solution
on the part the
homeless and send a message
to other bus riders that they
are entitled to affordable
transportation.

With responsibility in local
governments and communi-
ties, the issue of how to shel-
ter and care for the homeless
will be in the hands of agen-
cies that can make real
changes.

Route 714 serves the college
and is one of eight routes that
start at Wheaton’s Metra sta-
tion.

Wheaton should have a per-

manent office in the station
for representatives from local
shelters, an idea already real-
ized by New York City.

In 2000, the Port Authority
awarded a multiyear, $1 mil-
lion contract to an agency that
was referring 500 people a
month to housing, food and
employment resources from
the George Washington
Bridge bus station.

Wheaton has services for the
homeless that could
benefit from greater

public exposure.
The Midwest Shelter for

Homeless Veterans provides
shelter as well as psychologi-
cal and medical treatment for
veterans.

DuPage Public Action to De-
liver Shelter helped 93 fami-
lies this year, including 80
children. Outreach Commu-
nity Ministries has two
houses in Wheaton for home-
less women.

All of these agencies help
the homeless more than PACE
ever could.

arring the homeless
from public trans-
portation is not-in-

my-backyard prejudice taken
to an absurd level. Not only is
it nearly unenforceable, it
smacks of social engineering
gone completely awry and a
pointless disregard for the
rights of the individual.

Those who would take the
NIMBY position that the
homeless give public
transportation a bad
name are the same folks who
think that the “global war on
terror” will be won as long as
we keep shopping at big box
stores.

Banning the homeless from
public transportation is coun-
terintuitive to the egalitarian
notion that is public trans-
portation—each person pays
a fare and takes a ride. Be-
sides, who would enforce
such a ban anyway? Does the
driver ask for current utility
bills as proof that the rider ac-
tually has a home? Or do we

demand that all homeless
people register with the
county so PACE drivers can
access a database when they
suspect a homeless person is
trying to board?

Admittedly there are some
people who use buses and
trains as shelter during cold
and inclement periods, but
they are hardly forcing the
rest of us off the bus and into
our cars. People avoid public

transportation be-
cause it is incon-

venient not because we are
afraid that there might be a
smelly guy having a conver-
sation with himself in the seat
next to us.

The public transportation
infrastructure in DuPage
County serves the Metra
trains or specific destinations
within the county; therefore,
the typical homeless person
using public transportation to
stay warm isn’t going to be on
the PACE lines when there are
CTA trains and buses running
24-hours just 14 miles away.
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The Courier is published every
Friday when classes are in session
during the Fall and Spring Semes-
ters, except for the first and last
Friday of each Semester and the
week of and the week after Spring
Break as a public forum with con-
tent chosen by student editors.
One copy free, additional copies
available upon request.

Views expressed in editorials
represent opinions of the majority
of the Editorial Board, made up of
all of the Courier editors.

The Courier does not knowingly
accept advertisements that dis-
criminate on the basis of sex, race,
creed, religion, color, handicapped
status, veteran, or sexual orienta-
tion, nor does it knowingly print
ads that violate any local, state or
federal laws.

The Courier encourages all stu-
dents, faculty, staff, administrators
and community members to voice
their opinions on all the topics con-
cerning them both in and out of
school.

Writers can express their views
in a letter to Letters to the Editor.
All correspondence and letters for
publication must be typed and
signed with the authorʼs daytime
phone number.

The editor-in-chief may withhold
the authorʼs name on request. De-
liver all correspondence to SRC
1560 between regular office hours,
or mail to the Courier, College of
DuPage, 425 Fawell Blvd., Glen
Ellyn, Ill. 60137.

Letters also may be sent by e-
mail. The subject heading to the
e-mail message must read “Letter
to the Editor.” The writerʼs first and
last names, street address, city,
state and complete phone number
with area code must be included
for identity verification by the
Courier. Deadline for letters meant
for publication is noon Tuesday be-
fore publication. E-mail letters can
be sent electronically to
editor@cod.edu.

Letters are subject to editing for
grammar, style, language, length
and libel.

All letters represent the views of
their author.

With the highest number of
flu related absences approach-
ing in January and February,
it is essential that the college
ensure that their students are
educated in time to limit the
spread of the virus this win-
ter.

Because the flu vaccine does
not take effect instantly like a
symptomatic treatment
might, it is necessary
that students be in-
formed now, before
the high flu season
starts.

A Courier survey of 100 stu-
dents revealed that 20 percent
had missed at least one or two
days of class in the past year
due to flu symptoms. 10 stu-
dents missed three or four
days and seven students
missed over five days.

These trends are continuing
directly from high school.
Wheaton Warrenville South
High School follows a similar
trend as College of DuPage,
with up to 25 percent of stu-
dents missing class during the
January and February
months.

“Students don’t realize how
contagious they are when
they get the flu and there is
no real treatment,” school
nurse Colleen Conley said.
“That is why now is the best
time to get a flu shot.”

The Courier survey showed
that only 13 of the 100 stu-
dents had received a flu shot
this year. Many students said
they had not received the vac-

cine because they did not
have time, they did not know
where to go or they didn’t
know enough about the vac-
cine.

It is the responsibility of the
college and Health Services to
ensure that students are well
aware of the services in place
to protect them.

Health Services said that the
flu shots were adver-
tised to students by
flyers around their of-
fice and via the

Courier; e-mails could not be
sent to students because they
did not have access to student
accounts.

The college must collaborate
to provide a wider advertis-
ing base to students. Memos
should be placed on the
MyCOD homepage. Student
Activities postings must place
flyers on the bulletin boards
in each classroom, a spot
where many students glance
during their classes. Students
are bombarded by mail from
Registration, Financial Aid
and Records. A brochure
should be added to the mail-
ings informing students of the
low-cost flu vaccine option
right where they attend
classes.

With a commuting campus,
the 31,000 plus student popu-
lation can obtain and spread
the influenza virus from any-
where, home, class, work,
anywhere. It is essential to
protect our students and our
campus.

Sharing info on
flu vaccine is vital
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Kelli Johnson, 25 human services, Naperville
“I smile and greet them. I try to learn something new. ”

Jesus Brave, 19 psychology, Addison
“I really donʼt judge. I judge them as a person not as a
culture.”

Rabiah Dayahe, 18 biology, Glen Ellyn
“I donʼt do anything specific. I have friends from many
different cultures. I like to try to understand the difference
between their culture and mine.”

Debbie Goldbeck, 51 human services, Aurora
“I am interested in the differences and I want to learn
more about them.”

Micah Caskey, 22 undecided, Wheaton
“I would like to get to know their culture. Why they are
here, what their family is like.”

“How do you react when you
meet someone from another

culture?”

”
InYourWords

“
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The Courier accepts letters to the editor from students, staff,
faculty and community members. Letters are due by noon on
the Tuesday prior to publication. Letters must include the au-
thors name, occupation (student, staff or community mem-
ber) daytime phone number and street address for identity
verification.

Letters can be dropped off at the Courier office during regu-
lar business hours, mailed to the College of DuPage at 425
Fawell Blvd., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 or e-mailed to
editor@cod.edu. Please place “Letter to the Editor” in the sub-
ject line.

LETTER IDEAS:

Letters to the Editor

ayne, Wayne,
Wayne...

Welcome to
the 21st cen-
tury.

H.O.M.E. came to the COD
campus to continue to spread
its message against homosex-
uality, and it leaves one won-
dering what it is about
homosexuals that bothers you
so much. Yeah, I’m sure that
people loudly protested your
presence. Hey, it’s their first
amendment right to do so,
isn’t it?

Juvenile name calling.
There’s an interesting point in
there. I suppose that coming
onto a campus and pointing
out that you dislike homosex-
uals because their activities
are “physiologically unnatu-
ral, relatively unhealthy, fi-
nancially costly to society and
immoral” is taking the high-
road to name calling then?

Financially costly to society?
I suppose I could take your
tactics and point to the num-
ber of jobs created by the
AIDS epidemic, and say that
AIDS was good for society,
but it would be as baseless
and ludicrous as many of
your arguments.

So let’s take a look at some
of your more interesting
choices. Starting with moral-
ity. It’s an interesting “fact,”
because the morality of sexual
practices is not a clear-cut def-
inition across all societies, reli-
gions or groups. In the end,
homosexuality happens be-
tween two (or more) properly
consenting people. But the
difference is that there is a
lack of consent between the
participants (and no, before
someone asks, I don’t think a
14-year-old “consenting” to
have sex with a 24-year-old

counts as consent).
Anal cancer, according to

the American Cancer Society,
is fairly rare, found mainly in
adults in their early 60s, and
affects somewhat more
women than men. I suppose
homosexual men who don’t
practice anal sex are also at a
higher risk of anal cancer? Be-
cause according to your orga-
nization’s twisting of the
facts, it’s the gay factor that’s
important. Strange though
that if gay men truly are at
higher risk for anal cancer
that the cancer attacks more
women.

Do lesbians have a higher
risk of breast cancer? If they
don’t have children. I suppose
we need an organization that
supports requiring all women
to have children then, because
any woman who does not
have a child by the age of 30
is at higher risk for breast can-
cer. Which means that being a
lesbian is not the mitigating
factor.

Sure, homosexuals are at
risk for AIDS. Newsflash. So
are heterosexuals. And intra-
venous drug users (yeah, they
still exist). It’s also the homo-
sexual community that leads
the charge in looking for a
cure for AIDS. Unprotected
sex is a problem with the
transmission of the disease. I
wonder if, by your own
strange logic, women who are
having protected sex are at a
higher risk for breast cancer
because they are less likely to
have children before the age
of 30.

The average lifespan of a
homosexual is not shorter
than anyone else on the face
of the planet. To use AIDS as
your argument for that kind
of logic is interesting, but
baseless. And who really cares
if a “gay gene” exists or not?
People like you would be the
first to stand on street corners

shouting for the government
to allow testing to allow the
“curing” of homosexuality if
one were found.

And yes, you are wrong to
maintain that homosexuality
is physiologically unnatural.
Homosexuality pervades the
entire mammalian population
of planet earth, from humans
to dogs to monkeys to dol-
phins and beyond. It is quite
natural. Does it go against the
typical desire to procreate?
Absolutely. Is there some par-
ticular insight you have that
indicates the human race is
suddenly at risk of giving up
on procreation? Because oth-
erwise, the argument is in-
valid. Yeah, people should
practice safe sex, but who
they have sex with, as long as
it is consensual, is no more
your business than mine.

You don’t show up to the
campus to educate people.
You show up to see what kind
of reaction you can get to
your hate mongering.

Sure, you have the right to
disseminate your pap and
pablum of ignominy. The U.S.
Constitution certainly pro-
vides you that right. How-
ever, your interesting twisting
of facts to support your case,
much like creative account-
ants and the unique usage of
numerics to create a desired
outcome, leaves a lot to be de-
sired. As long as people like
you continue to spread hatred
and misinformation, there
will be people like me to
counter your loosely formed
arguments.

But one question begs ask-
ing: What does homosexuality
do that bothers you so much?

Homosexuality is different.
Yeah. Big deal. Some of us
have six toes. Some of us have
two different colored eyes.
Some of us are born without
wisdom teeth. We’re brown
and black and white and tan.

But we all have one thing in
common.

We’re human.
Take some of your own ad-

vice, open your mind, and get
over your desire to belittle an-
other group of people simply
because you disagree with
what they practice. Homosex-
uals are no less human than
you.

Jim Snyder
student

would like to preface
this little diatribe by
saying that I have al-
ways respected the of-
fice of the President.

While I can't say that I have
honestly agreed with the be-
havior or beliefs of any
elected official, I have always
respected their positions in
running our country. Also, I
have no particular partisan
leaning - I've never been
strongly Democrat, Republi-
can, or fly-by-night Third
Party.

That being said, George
Bush is shaping up to be the
kind of President that should
make Republicans every-
where ashamed to be in any
kind of power.

I say this not because he has
engaged us in a war that most
Americans find to be a waste
of money, resources and valu-
able lives, and not because he
seems to be incapable of re-
ally accomplishing anything
he promised to do during his
election campaign.

I say this because now, in
the twilight of his term in of-
fice, he's become a finger-
pointer and a blame-shifter.

One would think that in the
final days of the Bush admin-
istration, the President would
be occupied into the wee

hours of the night bargaining,
coercing, cajoling and perhaps
even pleading for legislation
that makes a significant differ-
ence in the daily lives of the
average American rather than
claiming that he could not ac-
complish anything in office
because a Democrat-run Con-
gress couldn't give him any
legislation he felt he should
approve.

He should be suggesting so-
lutions to seemingly
overblown tax increases, he
should be working to clean
up his own messes in Iraq by
working with Iraqi leaders to
stabilize the region.

Kanye West once said that
"George Bush doesn't care
about black people." As com-
pletely arbitrary as that state-
ment seemed at the time, as
the Bush Administration
draws its final breaths, I can't
help but feel that the state-
ment was too exclusive.

West should have said that
"George Bush doesn't care
about American people." If
this were the case, perhaps
the American people could
count on more than Congres-
sional finger-pointing and
paltry excuses for accomplish-
ing nothing for the average
American.

The point is: We get it,
Bush. You don't really feel like
issues like health care for un-
derprivileged children and
keeping American spending
in futile war efforts are impor-
tant issues that you need to
address.

Quit whining about it, and
just come out and say that
you would rather see another
$50 trillion go to funding a
war that has no foreseeable
resolution rather than funding
the health and welfare of the
next generation.

Katrina Wade
student

H.O.M.E. needs to
re-evaluate facts

W

Bush lacks concern
for American people
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