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Ready

By William Martin
Features Editor

The Courier met up with
Mike Foss, associate professor
and coordinator of the Auto-
motive program at COD, to
get his opinion on getting
your car ready for Spring road
trips.

Foss said, “An owner

should bring in their car at
least once a year for general
inspection.” Foss explained
that each shop might inspect
different parts of the car, and
charge different prices for in-
spection labor. But all major
components should be
checked, and it should cost
about one hour of shop labor.
Foss also recommends look-
ing for ASE certified techni-

your ride

cians.

The most important part of
getting your car ready for a
long road trip is checking
your tires for wear and pres-
sure, these are two most com-
mon factors that lead to
blowouts. Foss recommends
making sure there is a spare
tire and jack in the car, also
make sure all the fluids are at
the right levels. “Depending

on the weather check the
wiper blades and lights,” Foss
said.

When talking to a mechanic
about car problems, Foss gave
some tips. “If there’s a prob-
lem | would explain what the
car is doing. Not what you
think is wrong. The more de-
tailed the explanation, the bet-
ter, it will save you money.”

COD faculty and staff can

Important parts to keep an eye on. Match the numbers with the picture above.

1. Replacing the air filter is
one of the least expensive and
most important maintenance
procedures you can do for
your car. Replacing the filter
consistently will maintain gas
mileage and longer engine
life. The air filter is very easy
to replace and saves money
when replaced by the owner.
For most modern cars all that
has to be done is pop the clips
on the black box, open it and
pull the dirty filter out. If it is
visibly dirty and has bugs
stuck in it, it needs to be re-
placed. Bring the old filer to
the auto parts store to make
sure you get a new filter that
matches.

2. The hoses should also last
a long time, but do have the
ability to become loose and
fly off, pouring coolant mix-
ture on the ground. Make

sure the hoses are inspected
for wear and especially
cracks. They should be tight
and nearly impossible to pull
off their mounts by hand.
Make sure the car is cool be-
fore inspection, the coolant in
the hoses can be very hot.

3. Changing the oil in a car
is the single most important
thing to do, it will extend the
engine life, as well as main-
tain power, performance and
gas mileage. It is also impor-
tant to check to make sure
that the right amount of oil is
present in the vehicle. Too
much or too little can cause
major damage.

4. The belts in modern cars
last a long time, but still have
the potential to fail. Before
summer have the belt
checked on your vehicle. If

you are not sure when they
were last replaced, consider
having it changed, especially
before a long road trip.

5. The ideal mixture of
coolant and water inside the
radiator is 50 percent coolant,
50 percent water. If this mix-
ture has too much of either
water or coolant, the ability to
keep the car cool, as well as
keep the radiator from freez-
ing in the winter, will be com-
promised. The coolant
mixture doesn’t wear out like
oil, but can get dirty and re-
quire a coolant flush, you
may want to check the own-
ers manual for how often to
change the coolant.

6. Abattery gives little
warning before it dies. Winter
does a lot of damage to the
battery, but warm weather is

more likely to actually knock
it out. Have the battery
tested, especially if it is more
than three years old. Also
make sure that the posts and
cable connections are free of
corrosion. Make sure to have
jumper cables in the car in-
case the battery goes out
when you least expect it.

7. The starting and charging
system is often overlooked on
vehicles. The alternator is al-
ways on the belt, and charges
the battery while powering
the lights, radio, windshield
wipers and other parts of the
car that require electricity.
The starter is usually under-
neath the vehicle and engages
when the key is turned in the
cylinder lock. Starters some-
times gives signs of imminent
failure by struggling to start,
but can also just fail.

get their car worked on by the
automotive department dur-
ing Fall and Spring semesters.
Students cannot bring in their
cars, and there is no work
done during the summer se-
mester.

Faculty and staff can try to
get on the waiting list to get
their car worked on my email-
ing Mike Foss at
fossmi@cod.edu.

Checklist

This is the Foss recom-
mended yearly vehicle
checklist of parts to have
inspected. Foss recom-
mends consulting the
owner’s manual for re-
placement frequency.

* Tires

= Brakes

= Suspension

< All fluids

* Belts

« Hoses

= Lights

= Starting system

= Charging system
= Computer system






