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Improvements in communication
needed when weather is bad

A neon sign hung over the
SRC entrance notifying the
30,000 inhabitants of this aca-
demic city that class was in
session would’ve been just as
efficient as the methods the
college did implore during
last week’s snowstorm—
namely, a brief paragraph on
the homepage declaring COD
was up and running.

To blame the college for re-
maining open that day is sour
grapes, but there certainly is
room to improve the commu-
nication and definition of
what “open” actually means.

Open and closed sounds as
binary as off and on, but with

that their instructors could
not. This proposed webpage
would allow instructors to list
their specific class as being
cancelled, which students
could then view online.

Another suggestion for the
college is to update the col-
lege’s open status every thirty
minutes, even if the status is
the same.

Last week, the college put
its message on the homepage
declaring the college open,
and failed to update regularly,
leaving viewers uncertain to
the timeliness of the message.
Even if the information were
unchanged, a time stamp on

an institution the size of Col-  the page would help im-

lege of DuPage, mensely.

almost nothing is Staff The groundhog

black and white. " . might've declared the re-
One direction Editorial mainder of winter will be
COD needs to brief, but these additions

head towards is a comprehen-
sive web interface for han-
dling the breadth of variables
incorporated into daily life at
COD. A starting model for the
college should be www.emer-
gencyclosings.com, a web-
page dedicated to the
open/closed status of various
Chicagoland institutions.

Imagine a scenario where
instructors, department
heads, athletic coaches and
student clubs could access a
webpage on COD’s home-
page and update whether or
not their events, classes and
sports games would still be
held, and what modifications
have been made, if any.

Some students arrived to
COD last week only to find

will not only help in cases of
snowfall, but also in the event
of any other emergency, such
as the flooding experienced
earlier this year.

It is a huge undertaking to
attempt to account for every
facet of the College of DuPage
that is affected by adverse
weather or unexpected condi-
tions.

However, the college is al-
most guaranteed to be put in
similar scenarios in the future
and should strive in each situ-
ation to improve on past ac-
tions.

So long as it does, we
should reserve rushing to
blame the college for taking
the harder path by staying
open.

Laciesha

drive if | can study at home.”

me not to go to class.”

assignment to turn in.”

Abraham

“When the weather is bad how do
you decide whether or not to attend
class?”

Karen Kozlowski, 18 anthropology, Lombard
“I'll call my friend and see if he’s going. | won’t make the

Chad Torres, 18 psychology, Darien
“I'm a good enough driver that if the campus was open |
would be here. Weather isn’'t a good enough reason for

Abraham Alim, 21 business, Glen Ellyn
“Usually | wouldn’t come unless | had an important test or

Doug Peck, 21 engineering, Naperville
“l would come if | had class, regardless of whether or not
| thought the campus should be closed.”

Laciesha Morris, 33 nursing, Naperville
“If the college was open and | thought that the roads
were bad | would make a conscious decision not to go.”

InYourWords

Presidential election 2008: issues or unprecedented diversity?
PointCounterPoint

ssues will take a backseat

to unprecedented diver-

sity in the 2008 presiden-
tial election.

Those who routinely place
their votes based on issues
will continue to vote on the
affairs that are important to
them, but the prospect of the
first woman president or the
first black president will bring
out many new voters that are
inspired by who the
candidates are more
than what the candidates
stand for.

For many, politicians are all
the same. Regardless of their
political affiliations, many
politicians generally look and
act alike, which causes voter
apathy. Republican, Democ-
rat, what does it matter? At
the end of the day, it’s still just
a middle-aged white male
with a bad haircut.

Not this time, though. This
time, there’s a legitimate
woman candidate and a legit-
imate black candidate run-

ning for office. How exciting
is that? Not only is it histori-
cally significant, but it gives
voters the ability to cast a vote
purely at face value, knowing
that one way or the other
they’re contributing to his-
tory.

It's also extremely entertain-
ing to watch. Which candi-
date appeals more to the
groups they symbolize?
Which candidate can inspire

. . non-voters to get
Diversity out and vote for

them because of what they
are? Which type of candidate
does America want to see
first...or at all?

Right or wrong, who cares if
the issues are not what drives
voters to the polling booths?
So long as they show up to
vote, it should be viewed as a
success. Criticize those who
vote not because of the con-
tent of a candidate’s character
all you want, but it surely
beats the usual song-and-
dance of voter apathy and
low turnout.

Researched by Robert Bykowski, Editor-in-Chief

ill the 2008 presi-
dential election re-

veal our nation’s
progress against
former discrimination pat-
terns, or perhaps reveal a
twisted version of
prejudice based on the same
external physicality that our
forefathers couldn’t look be-
yond?

Unlike past elections, this is
the first in Ameri-
can history to con-
sider both a non-Caucasian
and a female candidate.

By no means is having a col-
ored candidate or female can-
didate a discredit to our
politics; however, I advocate
looking deeper into a person
to see what they are truly
made of.

We are no different than pre-
vious generations if we
ourselves cannot look deeper
than the color of flesh or gen-
der.

Candidates must stand on
one and only one side of any

issue. If they do not

hold firm convictions regard-
ing the issues of our future,
then their leadership capabili-
ties are highly questionable.

It is every voters responsi-
bility to analyze the pivotal is-
sues and form an educated
standpoint.

Issues of gravity for 2008
will undoubtedly include the
war in Iraq, abortion, gay
marriage, taxes, poverty and

health care.
Issues It really doesn’t

matter what race or sex your
ideal candidate is, so long as
he or she shares your convic-
tions on the important issues
for our future.

It is our blessed freedom to
vote in this country. But with
our right to vote comes a
grave responsibility to do so
with conviction and under-
standing.

With that said, I encourage
you to vote with clear judg-
ment on the most important
issues and look beyond a can-
didate’s skin color or gender.

Researched by Bethany Duckworth, Correspondent
PointCounterPoint topics are selected, researched and written by the staff of the Courier and aim to reflect differing opinions on

the same subject. The opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the author.
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Time to remove

troops from Iraq

believe that President
Bush should not send
more troops to Iraq.

I think we should concen-
trate more on getting them
out.

We have the bigger military,
more firepower and way
more technology. So, why
send more troops in when we
already overpower them?

This is very wide spread
issue, with many people on
the fence and a lot on both
sides.

The one comment that really
got to me that George Bush
said was, “It may not seem
like a good idea now, but wait
and see.”

What does that really mean?
It makes me believe that Pres-
ident Bush does not com-
pletely know what the
outcome of his decision will
be. I will always be on the de-
fensive because when a sol-
dier’s life is on the line for an
unclear reason, I never think
it’s worth it.

Ryan Schillaci
Darien, IL

Driving age should

be raised to 18

really think it is impor-
tant to change the driv-
ing age in the state of
Mlinois to 18.
I believe there will definitely
be less accidents and injuries.
It seems to me that most
teenage drivers currently take
driving for granted. They find
driving as a fun activity or ne-
cessity rather than a privilege.
If the age is changed to 18
there will really be a change
on our streets. It will be a lot
safer and the number of acci-
dents will decrease.

Edward Sopala
Lombard, IL

Cell phones and

driving don’t mix

banning cellular phones
while driving.

I don’t care'if you have a
headset, you are not smart
enough to drive and talk on a
phone at the same time.

Driving and talking on a cell
phone are two completely dif-
ferent tasks and shouldn’t be
associated with one another.

Driving requires you to be
alert and aware of your sur-
roundings at all times, and if
Aunt Beth is calling to ask
you what time you are com-
ing to Grandma and
Grandpa’s 50th wedding an-
niversary next week, you

can’t believe that a law
hasn’t been passed yet

aren’t thinking about driving.

You are thinking what is
due, what you need to get
done, can you make it, etc.
NOT what is in front of you,
what’s going on around you
and your car; everyone and
everything inside of it.

I've encountered so many
ignorant drivers blabbing
away on their stupid cell
phones.

So many close accidents and
people not even knowing the
trouble they are causing. No
matter where I am, I can al-
ways find this happening —
College of DuPage campus,
the highway, parking garages,
etc.

Granted, I have a cell phone,
but I turn it to the “silent
mode” whenever I am driv-
ing. There should be a law
that requires you not to be on
a cell phone OR a headset
while driving. Just like if you
don’t wear your seatbelt, po-
lice officers will be able to
pull you over and ticket you.
Maybe even TAKE AWAY
your cellular device.

I repeat, you're not smart
enough to drive and talk on a
cell phone at the same time.

Chris Whaley
Darien, IL

No Child Left

Behind faulty

he No Child Left Be-
hind Act (NCLB) is a
great piece of legisla-

tion... on paper. It is an act
approved during the Bush ad-
ministration. It tries to im-
prove the learning and
knowledge of children who
were once ignored and passed
on to another teacher.

The biggest flaw to this act
is the NCLB expectation out
of students and teachers. It
has set unrealistic goals. By
2014 it calls for 100% of stu-
dents to reach the proficient
or advanced level in both
math and reading.

Some places like the District
of Columbia still have nearly
70% at the below basic level.
California had nearly 80% at
or below the basic achieve-
ment level in 2003. The goal
would be attainable if it
wasn’t so soon.

Another thing wrong with
the NCLB is the fact that
teachers and administrators
are doing nothing to change
what they are doing. Some
schools have implemented a
policy of a U or NG grade. If a
student has missed 15 days or
more in a semester they do
not receive an F. They receive
a U or NG that doesn’t affect
their G.P.A. Since the kids
who miss that many days al-
ready are failing they found a
way to trick the system into
not including the kids who
bring down the average.

Letters to the Editor

Students are not learning
more and teachers are not
teaching better.

The final thing wrong with
the NCLB is with who is run-
ning the program. Politicians
have but a check on the teach-
ers without any experience in
the field. It is like building a
house and rehiring your
roofer to do the plumbing;
even if he doesn’t know what
a ballcock is (A special
straight thread size for fittings
that connect to toilets).

Teachers and administrators
should have some say in how
the policy is being enacted
since they know how it is in
the trenches.

So please for the children go
and contact your representa-
tive before this plan blows up
in our children’s faces.

Joe Soboleski
Glendale Heights, IL

Lightbulbs are a

private choice

hile perusing the
internet website
cnn.com, I came

across an article that stated
New Jersey Assemblyman
Larry Chatzidakis introduced
a bill which calls for his state
to switch from incandescent
to fluorescent lighting in gov-
ernment buildings.

I was disturbed to discover
the fact that California Assem-
blyman Lloyd Levine an-
nounced that he would
propose a bill to ban the use
of incandescent bulbs in his
state.

CNN indicated there are
only two states that have even
broached the topic, however
where the seed is planted the
tree springs forth.

How much choice are we
willing to hand over to the
control of our government?

How far are Americans
going to let the government
go in placing regulations on a
private choice? Moreover,
when did elected officials
have a say as to the type of
lighting that is used in build-
ings and homes?

Is that decision not at the
discretion of the owners of
buildings, and other resi-
dents? After all, the owners
have to pay the electric bill,
and homeowners are a part of
the people who form this na-
tion.

This choice is one that own-
ers, renters, and dependents
are entitled to, especially in
light of the fact that fluores-
cent lights are not natural or
healthy for all people.

Fluorescent lights contain
mercury, which could be an
environmental hazard if bro-
ken. Our government is in ex-
istence to do that which the
people cannot do for them-
selves.

I know for a fact that I can
make the choice of a fluores-
cent light bulb over an incan-
descent light bulb if I desire.

Lastly, considering the fact
that California’s annual mur-
der rate is roughly the equiva-
lent or a little less then the
total number of soldiers killed
in combat in Iraq, one would
think that Lloyd Levine had
more important things to leg-
islate then lightbulbs.

Heather DeRuiter
Darien, IL

Focus on education

needs to shift

n my opinion local areas
I need to be more con-

cerned about what is
happening within the walls of
their education system than
with the test scores coming
out of it.

Since the United States com-
pared our educational test
scores to that of other coun-
tries and found us wanting
our government has been on a
tirade to reform schools and
propel us ahead of any aca-
demically prevailing coun-
tries.

Recent developments, stem-
ming from the need to beat all
other countries, test scores,
have brought about the No
Child Left Behind Act.

Now, if this new program
actually did what its title
stated and left no child be-
hind regarding education
then we would have no prob-
lem but instead of helping
each child reach their full po-
tential they are merely creat-
ing more of a problem.

The No Child Left Behind
Act mandates that public
schools test children on their
learning levels.

If the school does not meet
requirements action will be
taken against that school by
the government.

Even if a school has im-
proved and just does not meet
the requirements in one spe-
cific area the school is still
deemed poor.

By backing this Act the gov-
ernment is embracing the
usage of “high-stakes” testing
which has proven to be an in-
conclusive measurement of
actual intelligence because
some children are simply not
good test takers or they don’t
understand the formats of
tests.

Kids are now trained to take
these tests, along with the
ACT, SAT and many more
from as young as pre-school.
A child may be incredibly
bright and simply because of
a low test score be kept out of
their dream school.

I don’t think it is right that
these tests govern the educa-
tional future of students.

Since the 1980’s the amount

of homework children have
has grown exponentially and
when asked about the amount
teachers generally say they
are just doing what the gov-
ernment approved curricu-
lum says they must teach.

The No Child Left Behind
Act is contradictory.

It does leave children be-
hind.

The children who have long
since given up on themselves
because of their inability to do
well on a test or not being
able to complete huge work-
loads of homework from
every teacher they have.

In order to keep their jobs
the teachers must make their
school look good.

How do they make their
school look good?

By looking at one of the
only things the government
looks at, test scores.

So now, teachers are no
longer looking at students as
individuals with different
needs and unique intelli-
gence, they simply see kids
with little cartoon bubbles
above their heads containing
their test scores.

There’s no time to teach lit-
tle Johnny algebra in a way he
will understand while all the
other kids can learn by just
doing their homework be-
cause the teacher must propel
the class forward right away
or else risk them not knowing
an answer to a government
mandated test.

The educational system was
put together to help the
United States educate its citi-
zens not terrorize them.

So what if our test scores
don’t beat China’s?

What does it matter when so
many suicides are committed
by school age children be-
cause of the stressful de-
mands of their life?

Allin all, I think the United
States lost the big picture a
long time ago.

Jennifer O'Neill
Glen Ellyn

New driver laws

way too strict

egislation is planning
to crack down even
harder on new drivers.

I say, “Why?”

They have probably only
heard too many of the bad
crash stories that involve new
drivers.

They only hear about it
when it is bad, when in reality
the drivers they hear about in
crashes are only a small per-
centage that would not listen
anyways.

Why punish one hundred
percent just to hit the few that
would not listen anyways.

Matthew Reed
Bolingbrook, IL



