WHAT IT'S LIKE

@ work

Every Sunday, a different
career field is explored in
this question and answer
format.
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Torrie Ciosr, lefi, shows Laura Bliss of Schaumburg, an ultrasound image of her baby al the Ditra-

sound Lah al College of DuPage in Glen Ellyn.

Looking at life from a
totally new perspective

If you enjoy working one on one with people,
have good commmunication skills and an aptiiode
for math and science, working in diagnostic mexd-
ical sonography may be for you, Diagnostic med-
il sonography, aIEu called ultrasound, Is a diag-
nostic medical procedure that uses frequen-
cy sownd waves (ultrasound) o produce visual
images of » tissues or blood Aow inside the
body. Job responsibilities for someone in this
field include (but are not limited o) obtaining
patient history. performing diagnosric proce-
dures and obtaining diagnostic images, an
technical information. providing a summary o
thee fimi to a physician for medical diagnosis
and collabhorating with physicians and other
rmembers of a patient’s health care team.

Jl'h:r iz a profession that has advanced

over the past 20 years. With contin-

ued developments in technology and an

increased u:l.- of diagnostic ultrasound E:'o::u-

dures, h is projected to continue this

rﬂga The overall salary range for this posi-
|ll:ll'l-i-l from 30,800 to S65.000.*

Here is an interview with Terrie Clez,
Coordinator for the Diagnostic Medical Imaging

Sonography program at the College of DuPage.

0 What af joh ilitles would
someone in field gene have?

A: They would perfonm high ty dimgmostic
ultrasound exams on patients \ru'lnus areas
such as pregnancy. infertiliny, breasy, Hver, gall
hladder others. Imaging procedures can be
done in hospitals. clinics and doctor’s offices.

iz What led you o choose a career in ultra-
sound technology?

A:  Thirty years ago, Morthwestern Memorial
Hospital received the frat ultrasound system in
Chicago and no one was sure were the unit was to
be placed. Since no one was familiar with the
Eqrutadures the it was placed in the Muclear

edicine Department and 1 was asked if 1 would
like to learn how to perform these exams.,

I spent many hours with the physbcians
to learn and perform these exams. My
patient for a liver scan took me 2-1/2 hours 1o du-.
Lui:hlr the patient did not need w have a full
bladder. MNow, most of my students have rained
in a previous mwo-year health cane field and con-
tinue their education in ultrasound imaging.

}: What do you find most enjoyvable about
your jobt

Az | love working wiith the patients
hcmmelmsldﬁhr e with themn for at least 30
minutes. The special joys come when you tell the
patient they are pregnant and show them a beat-
ing heart on the monitor.

What edueation and
h.@m tralning are required

A.. E‘he College of DuPa
that is 1
t im an lntensh-t iiast

hﬂuﬁ an lﬂ'ﬂ-l‘ltl?-'d
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1.11I||1'5-[' |5 t.u class.

Our requiremmenis state that candidates need to
have completed two years of a health care career
and hold a current license in that Aeld.
of prior areas of swdy are x-ray, nuclear medi-
cine, nursing. medical technology. thera-
py. and oecupational therpy among others.
Some schools have a m-ng-nar program with-
out the prior career in health care requirement,
but these schools do mquhemnddlnmdﬁr
of Pl'l.'.'h':qua.ﬁl:H and may have long waiting
after that, If you complete an x-ray
and then lh! ultrasound program at Col
DuPage, you will have two careers to work in
afterwards with maore versatility in future jobs.

Q= What do you find most challengling alswut
your jobi

Az Every pationt's anatomy s somewhat Jdiffer-
ent which makes “think on yout fset" when
trying o obtain best quality exam on every
pﬂlitnl. The job will never be boring hﬂ:&m
ultrasound depariments perform so .
ent exams on a daily mp-e S i

) What do you think ls the mosi
Eulllty for someone consldering a career In
trasourd

A: Being able to communicate with the patient |
and being compassionate, especially when

patients are sick or bn paln .
VOUF CareerT
Huwd.u-]ruulmql ithese
Az | have seen the technology ITETTNET -
dously over the years from when we had to

draw/scan a picture to the advent of Hve-time
pictures to the current 3-D echnology that actu-
tﬂynﬂduuh‘ny'm:mrn seem real with the skin
and hair secn in images.

Our certifications require continulng educa-
tion credits in order 1o stay current in new tech-
niques and licensing.

¢ What advice would be helpful for someone
golng into a career In ultrasound technology®

A: Concentrate on the sciences and math
through high school. Consider a two-vear health
cane carcer such as x-may after graduation and
contnuwe your education in the ulrasound feld.
Ultrasound has seven specialtes that one can
concentrate on, At Co af wee teach

the areas of abdomina .:;:ijerﬁc al organs,
obstetrics and gynecology physics, will
be starting a vascular program next year. This
can lead o working in a ital, , doctor's

office, commerncial E-lliunspeclnllu educa-
mrur;;:'uhlhmtIJraiﬁpnhmpdml e
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For more information contact the Society of

Diggnostic Medical Sonographers ar
peteto selivis o

Information cun;?ll.td by Laura Kowalskl-
Bllss of the DulPages ETC Partnership.
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